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A Cat Called Norton by Peter Gethers, published by Ebury 

Peter was a confirmed loner and cat hater, until he was given a 
small, grey (and impeccably handsome) kitten with folded ears by 
his then girlfriend. The girlfriend went but Norton stayed – in fact, 
he and Peter became inseparable.  
 
Trotting along beside him down the street, having his own chair in 
restaurants or sitting on Peter's lap on plane journeys, Norton made 
his presence felt and Peter was a loner no more. But, after learning 
how to love his cat, would Peter now learn how to love another 
human too? 
 

 

ISBN: 9780091933296 Format: Paperback Publication date: 2 July 2009 Extent: 240pp 

 

 

 

The 100-year old Man Who Climbed Out of the Window 
and Disappeared by Jonas Jonasson, published by 
Hesperus Press 

 
It all starts on the one-hundredth birthday of Allan Karlsson. Sitting 
quietly in his room in an old people's home, he is waiting for the 
party he-never-wanted-anyway to begin. The mayor is going to be 
there. The press is going to be there. But, as it turns out, Allan is not... 
Slowly but surely Allan climbs out of his bedroom window, into the 
flowerbed (in his slippers) and makes his getaway. And so begins his 
picaresque and unlikely journey involving criminals, several murders, 



 

a suitcase full of cash, and incompetent police. As his escapades unfold, we learn something of 
Allan's earlier life in which – remarkably – he helped to make the atom bomb, became friends with 
American presidents, Russian tyrants, and Chinese leaders, and was a participant behind the 
scenes in many key events of the twentieth century. Already a huge bestseller across Europe, The 
Hundred-Year-Old Man Who Climbed Out of the Window and Disappeared is a fun, feel-good book 
for all ages. 
 

ISBN: 9781843913726 Format: Paperback Publication date: 12 July 2012 Extent: 388pp 

Other formats: Ebook (9781780940335) 

 

 

  

The Island by Victoria Hislop, published by 

Headline Review 

On the brink of a life-changing decision, Alexis Fielding longs to find 
out about her mother’s past. But Sofia has never spoken of it. All she 
admits to is growing up in a small Cretan village before moving to 
London. When Alexis decides to visit Crete, however, Sofia gives her 
daughter a letter to take to an old friend, and promises that through 
her she will learn more. 

Arriving in Plaka, Alexis is astonished to see that it lies a stone’s 
throw from the tiny, deserted island of Spinalonga – Greece’s former 
leper colony. Then she finds Fotini, and at last hears the story that 
Sofia has buried all her life: the tale of her great-grandmother Eleni 
and her daughters and a family rent by tragedy, war and passion. 

She discovers how intimately she is connected with the island, and how secrecy holds them all in 
its powerful grip… 

ISBN: 9780755309511 Format: Paperback Publication date: 10 July 2006 Extent: 496pp  

Other formats: Audiobook (downloadable audio file: 9780755337897) 

 

 

 

 



 

The Lady in the Van by Alan Bennett, published by Faber 

& Faber 

 
Alan Bennett is the author of Writing Home, The Madness of George 
III, Talking Heads, The Clothes They Stood Up In and much else 
besides. Miss Shepherd lived in a Robin Reliant opposite Bennett's 
house in Camden Town. After a series of attacks on her van, he 
suggested she move, with her van, to his front drive. Initially 
reluctant, she agreed – and Bennett landed himself a tenancy that 
went on for fifteen years. The Lady in the Van is probably Alan 
Bennett's best-known work of non-fiction, and follows his other 
little blockbuster The Clothes They Stood Up In. 
 

 

ISBN: 9781861971227 Format: Paperback Publication date: 18 March 1999 Extent: 96pp 

Other formats: CD-Audio (9781408426395) 

 

 

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis, 
published by HarperCollins Children’s Books  

 

Four adventurous siblings – Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy 
Pevensie – step through a wardrobe door and into the land of 
Narnia, a land frozen in eternal winter and enslaved by the power of 
the White Witch. But when almost all hope is lost, the return of the 
Great Lion, Aslan, signals a great change… and a great sacrifice. 
 
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe is the second book in C. S. 
Lewis’s classic fantasy series, which has been drawing readers of all 
ages into a magical land with unforgettable characters for over sixty 
years. This is a stand-alone read, but if you would like to explore 
more of the Narnian realm, pick up The Horse and His Boy, the third 

book in The Chronicles of Narnia. 
 
ISBN: 9780007323128 Format: Paperback Publication date: 1 October 2009 Extent: 208pp 

Other formats: Ebook (9780007325054); CD-Audio (9780694524785) 

 



 

The Love Song of Miss Queenie Hennessy by Rachel Joyce, 

published by Transworld   

From the author of the 2 million+ copy, worldwide bestseller, The 
Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry, an exquisite, funny and 
heartrending parallel story. 
 
When Queenie Hennessy discovers that Harold Fry is walking the 
length of England to save her, and all she has to do is wait, she is 
shocked. Her note had explained she was dying. How can she wait?  
 
A new volunteer at the hospice suggests that Queenie should write 
again; only this time she must tell Harold everything. In confessing 
to secrets she has hidden for twenty years, she will find atonement 
for the past. As the volunteer points out, ‘Even though you’ve done 

your travelling, you’re starting a new journey too.’  
 
Queenie thought her first letter would be the end of the story. She was wrong. It was the 
beginning. 
 
Told in simple, emotionally-honest prose, with a mischievous bite, this is a novel about the journey 
we all must take to learn who we are; it is about loving and letting go. And most of all it is about 
finding joy in unexpected places and at times we least expect. 
 
ISBN: 9780857522450 Format: Hardback Publication date: 9 October 2014 Extent: 368pp 

Other formats: Paperback (to be published on 16 July 2015: 9781784160302); CD-Audio 
(9781445049113) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Miniaturist by Jessie Burton, published by Picador 

There is nothing hidden that will not be revealed. 

On an autumn day in 1686, eighteen-year-old Nella Oortman knocks at 
the door of a grand house in the wealthiest quarter of Amsterdam. She 
has come from the country to begin a new life as the wife of illustrious 
merchant trader Johannes Brandt, but instead she is met by his sharp-
tongued sister, Marin. Only later does Johannes appear and present 
her with an extraordinary wedding gift: a cabinet-sized replica of their 
home. It is to be furnished by an elusive miniaturist, whose tiny 
creations mirror their real-life counterparts in unexpected ways… 

Nella is at first mystified by the closed world of the Brandt household, 
but as she uncovers its secrets she realizes the escalating dangers that await them all. Does the 
miniaturist hold their fate in her hands? And will she be the key to their salvation or the architect 
of their downfall? 

Beautiful, intoxicating and filled with heart-pounding suspense, The Miniaturist is a magnificent 
story of love and obsession, betrayal and retribution, appearance and truth. 

ISBN: 9781447250937 Format: Paperback Publication date: 1 January 2015 Extent: 400pp 

Other formats: Ebook (9781447250913) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

On Love and Barley: Haiku of Basho by Matsuo Basho, 
published by Penguin Classics 

Basho, one of the greatest of Japanese poets and the master of haiku, 
was also a Buddhist monk and a life-long traveller. His poems 
combine 'karumi', or lightness of touch, with the Zen ideal of oneness 
with creation. Each poem evokes the natural world – the cherry 
blossom, the leaping frog, the summer moon or the winter snow – 
suggesting the smallness of human life in comparison to the vastness 
and drama of nature. Basho himself enjoyed solitude and life free 
from possessions, and his haiku are the work of an observant eye and 
a meditative mind, uncluttered by materialism and alive to the beauty 
of the world around him. 

These meticulous translations by Lucien Stryk capture the refined 
artistry of the originals. This edition contains notes and an introduction that discusses how the life 
and beliefs of Basho influenced his work. 

ISBN:  9780140444599 Format: Paperback Publication date: 29 August 1985 Extent: 96pp 

 

 

 

 

The Other Side of the Dale by Gervase Phinn, published 
by Penguin Books 

 
This is a warm, funny and mostly true account of the first year that 
Gervase Phinn spent as a schools' inspector in North Yorkshire. His 
brilliantly portrayed cast includes his fellow inspectors who range 
from endearing to eccentric, sporting lords of the manor, Ministry 
bigwigs, formidable teaching nuns and a very attractive head-
teacher who happens to be single, adding up to an enchanting 
montage of experiences. But it is the children themselves who steal 
the show, whether fresh-faced from the farms or worldly-wise from 
the towns. Gervase Phinn is a born raconteur who has transferred 
his talents to the written word with outstanding success.  
 
 

ISBN: 9780140275421 Format: Paperback Publication date: 1 April 1999  Extent: 288pp 

Other formats: CD-Audio (9780753123461) 



 

The Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion, published by 
Penguin 

 
The Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion is a story about love, life and 
lobster every Tuesday... 

Meet Don Tillman. 

Don is getting married. He just doesn't know who to yet. But he has 
designed a very detailed questionnaire to help him find the perfect 
woman. One thing he already knows, though, is that it's not Rosie. 
Absolutely, completely, definitely not. 

Sometimes, though, you don't find love: love finds you... 

With the charm of Mark Haddon's The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time and the 
romance of David Nicholls' One Day, The Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion is both funny and 
endearing. 

ISBN: 9781405912792 Format: Paperback Publication date: 2 January 2014 Extent: 368pp 

Other formats: Large print (9780753192474) 

 

 

The Shell Seekers by Rosamunde Pilcher, published by 
Hodder 

Rosamunde Pilcher's phenomenal, heart-warming bestseller. 

Artist's daughter Penelope Keeling can look back on a full and varied 
life: a Bohemian childhood in London and Cornwall, an unhappy 
wartime marriage, and the one man she truly loved. She has brought 
up three children – and learned to accept them as they are. 

Yet she is far too energetic and independent to settle sweetly into 
pensioned-off old-age. And when she discovers that her most treasured 
possession, her father's painting, The Shell Seekers, is now worth a 
small fortune, it is Penelope who must make the decisions that will 

determine whether her family can continue to survive as a family, or be split apart. 

ISBN:  9780340752463 Format: Paperback Publication date: 6 June 2005 Extent: 688pp 

 



 

A Slice of Britain by Caroline Taggart, published by AA 

publishing 

'However you attempt to justify it with thoughtful questions about 
history and provenance, writing a book about cake is an idea born 
of pure gluttony. I just like to think it was gluttony with an enquiring 
mind.'  

If there's one thing we Brits never say no to, it's stopping at four 
o'clock for a cup of tea and a slice of something tasty. After all, we 
invented afternoon tea. Ours is a land rich in moist, mouth watering 
flavours, of sponges and scones, fruitcakes and fancies. So what 
better way to capture a slice of Britain than to devour its many tea-
time treats, slice by sumptuous slice? That's what Caroline Taggart 
set out to do one day – nothing more energetic than taking a table 

by the window, and investigating one mouthful at a time what (other than geography) separates a 
Coventry God Cake from an Eccles Cake, or Grantham Gingerbread from Whitby Gingerbread. In 
her encounters with those people making traditional cakes, she unravels the stories behind why 
they originated, where and when they did, and meditates on their resurgence today, as we look to 
revive and celebrate local produce. 

 
ISBN: 9780749574093 Format: Hardback Publication date: 3 March 2014 Extent: 336pp 

 

 

US by David Nicholls, published by Hodder 

The Man Booker Prize-longlisted follow-up to the multimillion-
copy bestselling ONE DAY.  

David Nicholls brings to bear all the wit and intelligence that 
graced ONE DAY in this brilliant, bittersweet novel about love and 
family, husbands and wives, parents and children. Longlisted for 
the Man Booker Prize for Fiction 2014. 

 
'I was looking forward to us growing old together. Me and you, 
growing old and dying together.' 

'Douglas, who in their right mind would look forward to that?' 

Douglas Petersen understands his wife's need to 'rediscover herself' now that their son is leaving 
home.  



 

He just thought they'd be doing their rediscovering together. 

So when Connie announces that she will be leaving, too, he resolves to make their last family 
holiday into the trip of a lifetime: one that will draw the three of them closer, and win the respect 
of his son. One that will make Connie fall in love with him all over again. 

The hotels are booked, the tickets bought, the itinerary planned and printed. 

What could possibly go wrong? 

 
ISBN: 9780340896990 Format: Hardback Publication date: 30 September 2014 Extent: 416pp 

Other formats: Paperback (to be published on 7 May 2015: 9780340897010); CD-Audio 
(9781471273315); Ebook (9781444709193) 

 

You Made Me Late Again! by Pam Ayres, published by 
Random House (Ebury) 

With over fifty new poems from Britain’s favourite poet, You Made 
Me Late Again! is an essential addition to Pam Ayres’ incomparable 
collection of works. 
 
Pam’s poems are observant, witty and poignant in equal measure. In 
‘The Swifts’ and ‘The Pyracantha Anthem’ she marvels at nature, 
while ‘A Patient’s Prayer’ and ‘Litter Moron’ offer wry views on 
Modern Britain. From the dog being afraid of the toaster to your son 
leaving home for university; and from the search for that perfect 
swimsuit to becoming a gran for the first time – Pam’s poems are 
beautifully crafted, and her subjects the everyday and the universal. 
 
Delightfully illustrated, most of the poems in You Made Me Late 

Again! are brand new, yet it also features several firm favourites from her stage shows, published 
for the first time, such as ‘The Make-up Lady’ and ‘Tippy Tappy Feet’. 
 

ISBN: 9780091940478 Format: Paperback Publication date: 25 February 2015 Extent: 192pp 
 

 

 
 
 



 

Other mood-boosting suggestions… 
 

The Green Road into the Trees: A Walk Through England 
by Hugh Thomson, published by Random House 

In the past, Hugh Thomson has written acclaimed books about 
Peru, Mexico and the Indian Himalaya. Now he returns to the most 
exotic and foreign country of them all – his own.  
 
Walking right across England, along ancient trackways and green 
grass roads, Hugh explores the way the country was and the way it 
is today: the legends, literature and natural world that define us, 
and the undercurrent of regret running throughout our history; 
what he calls ‘the unicorn disappearing into the trees’. 
 
From coast-to-coast and through the heart of the countryside, he 
shows how older, forgotten cultures like the Celts, Saxons and 
Vikings lie much closer to the surface than we may think. It is a 

journey enriched and partly told by the characters he meets along the way. By taking it, Hugh casts 
unexpected light – and humour – on the way we live now. 

 

ISBN:  9780099558392 Format: Paperback Publication date: 21 March 2013 Extent: 320pp 

 

The Humans by Matt Haig, published by Simon  
and Schuster 
  

The bestselling, award-winning author of The Radleys is back with 
his funniest, most devastating dark comedy yet, a “silly, sad, 
suspenseful, and soulful” (Philadelphia Inquirer) novel that’s “full of 
heart” (Entertainment Weekly). 
 
When an extra-terrestrial visitor arrives on Earth, his first 
impressions of the human species are less than positive. Taking the 
form of Professor Andrew Martin, a prominent mathematician at 
Cambridge University, the visitor is eager to complete the gruesome 
task assigned him and hurry home to his own utopian planet, where 
everyone is omniscient and immortal. 
 

He is disgusted by the way humans look, what they eat, their capacity for murder and war, and is 
equally baffled by the concepts of love and family. But as time goes on, he starts to realize there 
may be more to this strange species than he had thought. Disguised as Martin, he drinks wine, 



 

reads poetry, develops an ear for rock music, and a taste for peanut butter. Slowly, unexpectedly, 
he forges bonds with Martin’s family. He begins to see hope and beauty in the humans’ 
imperfection, and begins to question the very mission that brought him there.  
 
Praised by The New York Times as a “novelist of great seriousness and talent,” author Matt Haig 
delivers an unlikely story about human nature and the joy found in the messiness of life on Earth. 
The Humans is a funny, compulsively readable tale that playfully and movingly explores the 
ultimate subject – ourselves. 
 

ISBN:  9780857868787 Format: Paperback Publication date: 3 April 2014 Extent: 304pp 

Other formats: Ebook (9780857868770) 

 
 

A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman, published by Hodder 

There is something about Ove. 

At first sight, he is almost certainly the grumpiest man you will ever 
meet. He thinks himself surrounded by idiots – neighbours who can't 
reverse a trailer properly, joggers, shop assistants who talk in code, and 
the perpetrators of the vicious coup d'etat that ousted him as Chairman 
of the Residents' Association. He will persist in making his daily 
inspection rounds of the local streets. 

But isn't it rare, these days, to find such old-fashioned clarity of belief 
and deed? Such unswerving conviction about what the world should be, 
and a lifelong dedication to making it just so? 

In the end, you will see, there is something about Ove that is quite irresistible... 

The word-of-mouth bestseller causing a sensation across Europe, Fredrik Backman's 
heartwarming debut is a funny, moving, uplifting tale of love and community that will leave you 
with a spring in your step – and less ready to judge on first impressions a man you might one 
day wish to have as your dearest friend. 

ISBN:  9781444775792 Format: Hardback Publication date: 3 July 2014 Extent: 304pp 

Other formats: Paperback (to be published on 7 May 2015: 9781444775815); Downloadable audio 
file (9781444796216); Ebook (9781444775822) 

 



 

Ode to Didcot Power Station by Kit Wright, published by 
Bloodaxe 

 
Few English poets have quite Kit Wright's range. From heart-felt 
lyricism to blistering satire, from the ribald to the grief-stricken, his 
poems cover almost everything life can throw at anyone, quite literally 
from the sublime to the ridiculous. Entertaining and engaging, writing 
with wit, panache and dazzling virtuosity, Kit Wright is both a seriously 
funny poet and a poignant chronicler of our times. His latest 
collection, published on his 70th birthday, shows him young at heart 
and writing, as always, from the heart of England. 

 

 

 

ISBN: 9781780371061 Format: Paperback Publication date: 17 June 2014 Extent: 96pp 

 

 

Paris for One by JoJo Moyes, published by Penguin Books 
 

Bestselling author JoJo Moyes brings us a charming and heart-
warming short story in association with Quick Reads. Nell is twenty-
six and has never been to Paris. She has never even been on a 
weekend away with her boyfriend. Everyone knows she is just not 
the adventurous type. But, when her boyfriend doesn't turn up for 
their romantic mini-break, Nell has the chance to prove everyone 
wrong. Alone in Paris, Nell meets the mysterious moped-riding 
Fabien and his group of carefree friends. Could this turn out to be the 
most adventurous weekend of her life?  
 

 

 

 

ISBN: 9781405918930  Format: Paperback Publication date: 5 February 2015 Extent: 112pp 

 

 

 



 

The Stories by Jane Gardam, published by Little, Brown 

 
In every story in this treasure-house of a new collection Jane Gardam 
shakes out life and finds diamonds in its folds. 

Throughout her career, prize-winning novelist Jane Gardam has been 
writing glorious short stories, each one hallmarked with all the 
originality, poignancy, wry comedy and narrative brilliance of her 
longer fiction.  

Passion and longing, metamorphosis and enchantment are Gardam's 
themes, and like a magician she plucks them from the quietest of 
corners: from Wimbledon gardens and cold churches, from London 
buses and industrial backstreets. A mother watching her children on 
the beach dreams of a long-lost lover, an abandoned army wife sees a 

ghost at a moorland gate, a translator adrift in Geneva is haunted by the unspeakable 
manifestation of her own fears, and a colonial servant wreaks a delicious revenge on her 
monstrous masters. Gardam's cast is wide and wonderful, saints and mystics, trollops and 
curmudgeons, yearning mothers and lost children, beloved figures such as Old Filth and less 
familiar – but equally unforgettable – characters like Signor Settimo, the sad-eyed provincial 
photographer marooned in Shipley or Florrie Ironside, the ferocious matron he seduces.  

With a mischievous ear for dialogue, a glittering eye for detail and a capacious understanding of 
the vagaries of the human heart, Jane Gardam's stories will captivate, sadden and delight. 

ISBN: 9781408705681 Format: Hardback Publication date: 1 May 2014 Extent: 480pp 

Other formats: Paperback (to be published on 4 June 2015: 9780349140384);  

Ebook (9781408705698) 

 

 


