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World Book Day 2015! 
  
About this pack 

In this World Book Day Chatterbooks pack you’ll find a selection of books for your Chatterbooks 
groups to read and discuss – plus further book suggestions, useful website addresses, and activity 
and discussion ideas. 
The pack starts with some activity ideas which would work for all age groups, around their favourite 
books. 
It then features all the special World Book Day £1 books – for younger children through to teenage. 
For each book there is some general information, activity and discussion ideas, web links, and 
suggestions for further reading.  
 
The pack is brought to you by The Reading Agency and their publisher partnership Children’s 
Reading Partners  
 
Chatterbooks [www.readinggroups.org/chatterbooks] is a reading group programme for children 
aged 4 to 14 years. It is coordinated by The Reading Agency and its patron is author Dame 
Jacqueline Wilson. Chatterbooks groups run in libraries and schools, supporting and inspiring 
children’s literacy development by encouraging them to have a really good time reading and talking 
about books. 
 
The Reading Agency is an independent charity working to inspire more people to read more 
through programmes for adults, young people and Children – including the Summer Reading 
Challenge, and Chatterbooks. See www.readingagency.org.uk   
 
Children’s Reading Partners is a national partnership of children’s publishers and libraries working 
together to bring reading promotions and author events to as many children and young people as 
possible. 
 
World Book Day is a celebration! It’s a celebration of authors, illustrators, books and (most 
importantly) it’s a celebration of reading. In fact, it’s the biggest celebration of its kind, designated 
by UNESCO as a worldwide celebration of books and reading, and marked in over 100 countries all 
over the world.  See www.worldbookday.com  
 
Contents 
 
3 World Book Day activities for your Chatterbooks group 
 
4 The ten £1 World Book Day Books: activity, discussion and further reading ideas 

 
For help in planning your Chatterbooks meeting, have a look at these Top Tips for a Successful 
Session. 

 

 

http://www.readinggroups.org/chatterbooks
http://www.readingagency.org.uk/
http://www.unesco.org.uk/
http://www.worldbookday.com/
http://readingagency.org.uk/children/practitioners-guides/chatterbooks-resources/chatterbooks-resources.html
http://readingagency.org.uk/children/practitioners-guides/chatterbooks-resources/chatterbooks-resources.html
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World Book Day activities for your Chatterbooks group! 

 

Chatterbooks – you can’t keep us quiet! 

How does your group feel about Chatterbooks? What do they like best?  What made them join the 
group? Why do they keep on coming? How would they encourage more people to join 
Chatterbooks? 

Collect everyone’s thoughts and ideas on a flipchart, then put together a plan for using World Book 
Day to recruit more Chatterbooks members. 

Think about your main messages – what does Chatterbooks mean for you?  Fun?  Making reading 
fun? Getting to read lots of great books? Talking about books? Making new friends? Getting better 
at reading?   How many more people would you like to join the group? 

Promotion ideas could include 

 Posters; leaflets 

 Presentations about Chatterbooks – for people in your class/school, and teachers, parents 

 Displays in the library and school about Chatterbooks and the books and activities you have 
enjoyed 

 Talking to your friends – spreading the word. 

 Being Chatterbooks champions                   

Create a reading corner 
Get children to create a special space to enjoy their favourite books. This might be in the library or 
in the classroom. Before you start, why not ask them to design their space on paper first. They 
could give it a theme or decorate it with some of their favourite book characters. And don’t forget 
to make it comfy!   
When they’ve finished their designs they can create their reading corner for real. You might want to 
vote for the favourite design as a group, or make a reading corner that’s based on more than one 
design. Photocopy pictures from books to cut out and stick to the space, use cushions and blankets 
to make it cosy and comfortable. Let your imaginations flow!  

Interviews   
Have the children in your group ever wondered what it would be like to interview an author? 
Perhaps you have some budding authors in the group too? Get the group to separate into smaller 
groups or pairs and interview each other. They can take turns at being the author (eg. one of the 
World Book Day authors) and interviewer. Get them to think about their questions and answers 
carefully. Top Tip: Start a question with Who, What, Where, When or Why to get a lengthy reply. 

They can video their interviews using videos on mobiles or record each other on audio recorders. 
Once they’ve finished, why not try to organise an interview with a real life author. If you can’t get 
one in person, why not try organising something over Skype?! 

Make sure too that you have a good look at the World Book Day website as there are lots of 
games and competitions – check out the ‘play and win’ section!     

http://worldbookday.com/play-and-win/competitions/
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 The £1 World Book Day Books: Activity and discussion ideas – 
and more books to read! 

 

David McKee     Elmer’s Parade     Andersen 

Celebrate World Book Day with Elmer the patchwork elephant.   Elmer is 
very excited because today is the fancy dress parade. But some of the 
animals are missing! Can Elmer find them in time for everyone to join in the 
fun? Go on a World Book Day adventure with this brand new tale by David 
McKee. Somewhere on every page is also a special question: answer each 
one to become a part of Elmer’s parade!    
About the author: David McKee was born in Devon and went to Plymouth 
Art College. On leaving college he drew regularly for, among others, Punch, 
Reader’s Digest, and The Times Educational Supplement. David’s first 

picture book was Two Can Toucan and he is the creator of well-known characters including King 
Rollo and Mr Benn. Elmer the Patchwork Elephant is his most famoue creation. He lives in Paris but 
makes regular trips to London. 

For your Chatterbooks sessions: 

** Elmer Day:  At the end of Elmer’s Parade, the elephants celebrate Elmer day; a day where all 

the elephants make themselves colourful and Elmer paints himself grey. Cut out Elmer shaped 

elephants out of card and using arts and crafts materials get the children to create their own 

colourful and spectacular elephants for Elmer day. 

** Elmer hunt:  Elmer paints himself grey in the story to blend in with all the other elephants. He 

soon realises, however, that it is ok to stand out and look different. Create an Elmer character out 

of card and hide him in the library. The children can hunt for the brightly coloured Elmer. You 

could also hide several elephants, some grey and one brightly coloured Elmer. They could get 1 

point for each grey elephant and 5 points for finding Elmer. 

**Have a look at more books by David McKee – which are your favourites? 

 

** Download this Elmer’s Parade Activity Pack  

More by David McKee Elmer  Andersen 978-1842707319 

 Not Now Bernard Andersen 978-1849394673 

 The Sad Story of Veronica who Played the Violin Andersen 978-1849397636 

If you like  
Elmer, try… 

   

Giles Andreae Giraffes Can’t Dance Orchard 978-1841215655 

Gabriel Alborozo The Colour Thief Bloomsbury 978-1408847534 

Marcus Pfister The Rainbow Fish North South 978-3314015441 

http://www.andersenpress.co.uk/news-events/25-years-of-elmer-at-andersen-press


 

5      World Book Day 2015  Chatterbooks Activity Pack 
 

Tom Fletcher & Dougie Poynter    
The Dinosaur that Pooped a Lot      Random House 
 
Meet Danny and Dinosaur.   They’re best friends but Dinosaur has a 
problem – he just can’t stop eating. 
And what goes in must come out …   Find prehistoric creatures, planets 
and POOP in this explosive tale!   
 
About the authors: Dougie Poynter loves reptiles, Tom Fletcher is 
fascinated by time-travel, and they have a shared obsession with poop! 

After writing songs together for eleven years in the band McFly and more recently, McBusted, they 
write their books in the same way that they write their song lyrics.  
And the illustrator: Garry Parsons’ editorial illustrations appear in magazines and newspapers in 
Britain and the USA including Vanity Fair and The Times. Billy’s Bucket published by Random House 
(written by Kes Gray) won the 2004 Children’s Book Award. 

For your Chatterbooks sessions: 

**  So they both lay there thinking of times they’d had fun, 
Because thinking of fun is better than none! (p1)  
Think of a time you’ve had fun!   Get your group to think and talk about times they’ve had fun 
recently. They could write them down or draw a picture of what they did. Then share all your 
experiences as a group and talk about what made them fun and why it’s nice to remember them. 
 

**  Humour:  Talk about how this book made the group feel. Did it make them laugh or smile? Did 

they think it was funny or silly? Gather some other funny picture books from the library and look 

at them together. Talk about what makes each book funny and have a vote to decide which is the 

funniest book.  

**  Dinosaur poop!  Find out more about dinosaurs – what they ate, and the fossilised remains of 

their poop, called coprolites.   

More books by Tom & Dougie The Dinosaur that Pooped a Planet Red Fox 978-1849418089 

 The Dinosaur that Pooped Christmas  Red Fox 978-1849417792 

 The Dinosaur that Pooped the Past Red Fox 978-1782951780 

For more about dinosaurs 
- and poo… 

   

Mick Manning  
and Brita Granstrӧm 

Dino-dinners Frances 
Lincoln 

978-1845076894 

Sam Taplin First Encyclopedia of Dinosaurs and  
Prehistoric Life 

Usborne 978-1409520979 

 The Pop-Up Book of Poo Walker 978-1406332902 

…and!  Claire Freedman  
& Ben Cort 

Dinosaurs Love Underpants Simon & 
Schuster 

978-1847382108 
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Jonny Duddle       A Pirate’s Guide to Landlubbing    
Templar 

Are you a swashbuckling sea dog who has always been curious about the 
ways of landlubbers? Join Jim Ladd and the piratically notorious Jolley-
Rogers family as they navigate the weird world of the shore.  Did you know 
that landlubbers wear shoes at all times because they never climb rigging? 
That they don’t sleep in hammocks and that the ships they live in don’t 
move?  Are you stepping ashore for a holiday? Or just looking to keep a 
low profile while you find a place to bury your treasure? This is any pirate’s 

ultimate survival guide to life on land. 
About the author:  Jonny studied illustration at college and then got himself a proper job on a 
pirate ship. He spent a year climbing up and down rigging before jumping ship in Dublin because 
the ship’s chef didn’t like his vegetarian ways. As a landlubber, he worked as an encyclopaedia 
salesman, a children’s entertainer in Majorca, a gallery warden, and an art teacher in Kang, a small 
village in the middle of the Kalahari Desert.  He eventually ended up designing characters for 
computer games. His book The Pirates Next Door followed (which won the 2012 Waterstones 
Children’s Book Prize), and his latest book is all about dinosaurs and is called Gigantosaurus!. Jonny 
has also illustrated the new Harry Potter book covers. 

 
For your Chatterbooks sessions: 
 

** For some great pirate activity ideas have a look at our Chatterbooks pack Pirates and Perils of 
the Deep!   

** Think about your home town or village, and jot down some interesting things about it – eg. 
special places, buildings, landmarks, customs. Then write a one page guide about it, specially 
designing this for pirates, to make them feel at home! 
 
**  Visit Jonny’s blog and Jonny’s website. 
 
 
More by Jonny Duddle Gigantosaurus Templar 978-1783700516 

 The Jolley Rogers and the Ghostly Galleon   Templar 978-1848772403 

 The Pirates Next Door Templar 978-1848773929 

    

More books about pirates…    

Cressida Cowell How to Be a Pirate (How to Train  
Your Dragon) 

Hodder 978-0340999080 

Margaret Mahy The Man whose Mother was a Pirate Puffin 978-0140554304 

Richard Platt & 
Chris Riddell 

Pirate Diary Walker 978-1406330601 

http://readinggroups.org/resources/456
http://readinggroups.org/resources/456
http://jonnyduddle.blogspot.co.uk/
http://www.jonnyduddle.com/
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 Daisy Meadows        Magic Animal Friends:  
Lucy Longwhiskers Finds a Friend          Orchard 
 
It’s Story Day in Friendship Forest, and Jess and Lily are invited to join in 
the fun! But when wicked witch Grizelda tries to destroy Mrs Taptree’s 
library, they need the help of Lucy Longwhiskers and her new friend 
Sophie Flufftail! 
 
About the author:  Daisy Meadows is the top-selling author of over 
200 Rainbow Magic books. Magic Animal Friends is her second series and 
features best friends Lily and Jess who discover a magical world of talking 

animals in Friendship Forest.  Real people and places inspire Daisy and nothing makes her happier 
than spending time in her garden listening to the birds while she writes. She adores animals and has 
two dogs and three cats of her own. 

For your Chatterbooks session:  

 

**  Friendship Forest is a magic place where animals live in tiny cottages and sip dandelion tea at 

the Toadstool café. A golden cat leads Jess and Lily into the forest and this enchanted world of 

talking animals. 

Imagine a woodland animal – maybe a squirrel, a rabbit, a deer or a fox - is talking to you.  What 

might it tell you?  What questions would you ask it? 

**  Lily’s parents run the Helping Paw Wildlife Hospital which is based on the real life 

Tiggywinkles Wildlife Hospital. Find out more about this hospital at www.tiggywinkles.com – and 

you could write to them with any questions you have about what they do. 

**  For more activities and reading ideas about animal friends see our Chatterbooks pack Furry 

Friends 

                                             
**  Visit the Magic Animal Friends website. 
 
 
 
More books by Daisy Meadows Lucy Longwhiskers Gets Lost Orchard 978-1408326251 

 Bella Tabbypaw in Trouble Orchard 978-1408326282 

 Ellie Featherbill All Alone Orchard 978-1408326275 

For more animal friends try….    

Anne Booth/Sophy Williams Lucy’s Secret Reindeer OUP 978-0192737731 

Amelia Cobb Zoe’s Rescue Zoo:  
the Lucky Snow Leopard 

Nosy Crow 978-0857633774 

Annie Dalton Magical Moon Cat: 
Moonbeans and the Shining Star 

Usborne 978-1409526322 

http://www.tiggywinkles.com/
http://readinggroups.org/resources/454
http://readinggroups.org/resources/454
http://www.magicanimalfriends.com/
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Chris Riddell   Goth Girl and the Pirate Queen  Macmillan 
When Ada travels to the seaside resort of Brighton on holiday she is very 
excited to meet leading followers of fashion Lady Vivienne Dashwood and 
her rival, the fashionable shepherd Beau Peeps. They are preparing for 
World Frock Night – a lavish ball where everyone wears their finest 
costumes.   Ada’s costume is definitely spectacular; she thinks she might 
have a chance for the grand prize. But, as usual, nothing goes to plan; an 
unexpected guest at the ball will prove to be Ada’s biggest challenge yet … 

About the author: Chris Riddell creates distinctive line drawings with 
clever caricature, fascinating detail and enchanting fantasy elements. Chris was awarded the CILIP 
Kate Greenaway Medal in 2002 for Pirate Diary and in 2004 for Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver. Chris is 
also a renowned political cartoonist. He lives in Brighton.   See his website www.Chrisriddell.co.uk  

For your Chatterbooks sessions:  
**  In Goth Girl and the Pirate Queen it’s World Frock Day and in the World Frock Day judging Ada 
wins the prize for the best frock, in her mermaid dress and nautical turban. 
Look at the pictures of the other entries in the competition (pp69-75) and have a go yourself at 
designing a World Frock Day outfit. 

**  This story is set in Brighton – find out more about this seaside town, especially the Pavilion 
and the Grand Parade, and what it was like 300 years ago.   

**  In this book there are lovely descriptions of the sea:  
The sea shimmered in the morning light and little wavelets lapped at the shore, breaking over the 
pebbles with soft, swishy sighs.  
 
It was broad and blue with white waves flecking its surface like breadcrumbs on a tablecloth and 
when Ada breathed in she could taste the salt in the air. 
 
Imagine you’re by the sea a) on a bright sunny day   b) on a wild windy day.  Write a short 
description of what the sea is like on each of these days. 
 
**  Have a go at drawing a mouse – a ghostly mouse! – with Chris Riddell    

More books by Chris Riddell Goth Girl and the Ghost of a Mouse Macmillan 978-0230759800 

 Alienography 2: Tips for Tiny Tyrants Macmillan 978-0230741041 

 Ottoline and the Yellow Cat Macmillan 978-1405050579 

If you like Chris’s books try….    

Emma Fischel Witchworld  Nosy Crow  978-0857634177 

Neil Gaiman Fortunately, the Milk Bloomsbury 978-1408841792 

Rupert Kingfisher Madame Pamplemousse and her 
Incredible Edibles 

Bloomsbury 978-0747592303 

http://www.chrisriddell.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-0AO_2qy-ew
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Steven Butler   The Diary of Dennis the Menace: World 
Menace Day     Puffin 
ARGH NO! It can’t be true. 
Please tell me it’s not WORLD BOOK DAY AGAIN. 
If you’re anything like me, this is your worst nightmare! But not to worry – 
I’ve got all the tricks and pranks to turn World Book Day into World 
MENACE Day.          Your menacing pals, 
Dennis (and Gnasher) 

Read all about The Beano’s most popular character – scribbled in his own words (and pictures… and 
puzzles and mazes and splats).*   Includes a menacing extract from Danger is Everywhere: A 
Handbook for Avoiding Danger by expert dangerologist Doctor Noel Zone (with words and pictures 
from his neighbours David O’Doherty and Chris Judge). 
*With help from Steven Butler…  
 
About the author: Steven Butler is an actor, dancer and trained circus performer, and has been a 
fan of The Beano since childhood. He has appeared in the Wizard of Oz in London’s West End and 
was previously Henry in Horrid Henry Live and Horrid! His primary school headmaster was the 
fantastically funny author Jeremy Strong.  Steven’s first novel, The Wrong Pong was shortlisted for 
the prestigious Roald Dahl Funny Prize in 2009. 

For your Chatterbooks sessions: 

**  There are lots of great activities through this book, as Dennis subverts the school’s World 
Book Day plans – he’d much rather they read Mutant Cannibal Zombies Ate My Homework 
instead of The Adventures of the Prancing Vegetable-Patch Pixies. 
Have a go at the Wordsearch, Spot the Difference, cracking a code, and designing a menacing 
World Book Day costume! 

**   Download and print Dennis the Menace activity sheets. 

Discover more about Dennis (and Steven Butler) at beano.com and stevenbutlerbooks.com 

  More by Steven Butler Diary of Dennis the Menace Puffin 978-0141350820 

 Diary of Dennis the Menace: 
Beanotown Battle 

Puffin 978-0141350844 

 The Wrong Pong Puffin 978-0141333908 

If you like Steve’s books, 
try these 

   

Liz Pichon The Brilliant World of Tom Gates Scholastic 978-1407120690 

Dav Pilkey The Adventures of Captain Underpants Scholastic 978-0439014571 

Francesca Simon Horrid Henry Orion 978-1444013849 

 

http://worldbookday.com/book/the-diary-of-dennis-the-menace-world-menace-day/
http://www.beano.com/
http://www.stevenbutlerbooks.com/
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Michael Morpurgo        Best Mates      HarperCollins 
A collection of six magical and heart-warming animal stories, by the 
nation’s favourite storyteller – stories which prove that it’s not just dogs 
that are man’s best friends .… Taken from the length of Michael 
Morpurgo’s career, the tales in this charming book will delight any child 
who loves animals … or stories! Readers will return to the best mates in 

this little book again and again. From dogs to cats, and from horses to 
dolphins and whales, it’s all here. 
Contains the stories:  • It’s a Dog’s Life   • Snug   • Didn’t We Have a Lovely 
Time?   • Dolphin Boy   • This Morning I Met a Whale  • The Silver Swan 

 
About the author: Michael Morpurgo is one of Britain’s best-loved writers for children. He has 
written over 100 books and won numerous prizes; his novel War Horse has become an 
international sensation following its stage/screen adaptation. A former Children’s Laureate, Michael 
is also the co-founder, with his wife Clare, of the charity Farms for City Children. He lives in Devon. 

For your Chatterbooks session:   
**  In these stories the narrator gets very involved and close to the animals. Is there an animal 
that you/your family have become really close to?  Tell your group about this friendship – what 
the animal is like, and what you’ve done together. 

**  In Dolphin Boy Jim gets to play with a dolphin and ride on its back – find out and talk about 
swimming with dolphins and the special dolphinariums where you might do this 

**  It’s a Dog’s Life is written as a prose poem, with short, very simple lines and sentences.  Have 
a go at writing in this way about It’s a Cat’s Life.  First jot down your ideas, then express them in 
this simple but very effective way of storytelling. 

**   Have a look at  Michael Morpurgo’s website 

 

More stories about animals 
by Michael Morpurgo 

 
Shadow 

 
HarperCollins 

 
978-0007339617 

 The Amazing Story of Adolphus Tips HarperCollins 978-0007182466 

 The Butterfly Lion HarperCollins 978-0006751038 

…and more thought-provoking 
animal stories 

   

Sarah Lean The Forever Whale HarperCollins 978-0007512225 

Gill Lewis Moon Bear OUP 978-0192793546 

Daniel Pennac The Eye of the Wolf Walker 978-1406352573 

Megan Rix   A Soldier’s Friend Puffin 978-0141351902 

http://www.michaelmorpurgo.com/
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Rachel Renee Russell     Dork Diaries: How to Be a Dork!    
Simon & Schuster 
A dorktastic new Dork Diaries book for World Book Day 2015! Nikki 
Maxwell is the Queen of the Dorks and in this adorkable book she’s ready 
to spill all her top tips to living life the dorky way! From coping with 
crushes to avoiding BFF dramas, planning dorkalicious parties to surviving 
family “fun” days, discovering your style to starting your own dork diary, 
How to be a Dork! is the ultimate guide for wannabe dorks and dorky divas 
alike! 

About the author:  Rachel Renée Russell is a lawyer who prefers writing children’s books to legal 
briefs (mainly because books are a lot more fun…). Rachel lives in northern Virginia with a spoiled 
pet Yorkie - and yes, Rachel considers herself a total Dork.   
See the Dork Diaries website dorkdiaries.co.uk  

For your Chatterbooks sessions: 

**       Create your own diary: 
Dork Diaries is the account of Nikki's world through her sketches, doodles and diary entries. Get 
your group to create and decorate their own diaries. You can use ordinary exercise or note books 
and they can cover them with wrapping paper or wallpaper, illustrations, doodles, stickers etc. 
Talk about what you will use your diary for – it could be a reading diary, or something more 
personal and agree to write in it as many times as possible before the next meeting. 
 
**    Dork v Geek: Have a flipchart sheet with two columns – ‘Dork’ and ‘Geek’. Collect as many 
words as possible to describe each of these. Can you be a Dork and a Geek at the same time?! 
 
**  In this book there are lots of activity and discussion ideas around being a Dork, including: 

 Talking about the things that make you different 

 Having a go at Snoopy happy dance 

 Codes to talk in 

 Your secret favourite films and TV shows  

 Thinking up a motto to wear on your T shirt 
 
More by Rachel Renée Russell  Dork Diaries Simon & Schuster 978-1847387417 

 Dork Diaries: Holiday Heartbreak Simon & Schuster 978-0857079381 

 Dork Diaries: Party Time Simon & Schuster 978-1847387424 

    

More diaries!    

Jeff Kinney Diary of a Wimpy Kid Puffin 978-0141324906 

Anthony McGowan The Donut Diaries Corgi 978-0552564373 

Dee Shulman Polly Price’s Totally Secret Diary: 
Mum in Love 

Red Fox 978-1849415422 

 

http://dorkdiaries.co.uk/
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Holly Smale    Geek Drama    HarperCollins   
“My name is Harriet Manners and I am a geek.”  Harriet Manners knows 
that the hottest observed place on earth is Furnace Creek in Death 
Valley. She knows that dolphins shed the top layer of their skin every two 
hours. And she knows how badly auditions can go, especially when you’re a 
model. But she has no idea what to do when her arch-nemesis Alexa 
decides the school play is the perfect opportunity to humiliate her…  Can 
GEEK GIRL survive the bright lights of the stage?     
About the author:  Holly Smale is the author of Geek Girl, Model 
Misfit and Picture Perfect. She was a model at the age of 15 and spent the 

following two years falling over on catwalks, going bright red and breaking things. After Bristol 
University, she gave up modelling, and set out to be a writer.  Geek Girl was the no. 1 bestselling 
young adult fiction title in the UK in 2013. Her fourth Geek Girl book will be out soon. 

For your Chatterbooks/reading group sessions:   
**  Make your own geeks:  The world of fashion is completely alien to Geek Girl, Harriet. Unlike 
her best friend, she’s never been into clothes and make-up. So when she is spotted by a model 
agency, she really doesn’t have a clue what is in store for her.  
Get your group to browse through magazines and newspapers to create their own geek girl 
models. Encourage them to cut out the weirdest, and most unfashionable clothes they like, to try 
and create their geeky look. You could put all the creations together as one big geeky collage.  

**  Facts: Harriet knows that a cat has 32 muscles in each ear, a “jiffy” lasts 1/100th of a second, 

and the average person laughs 15 times per day. Collect lots of facts - from the book, facts you 

know, and new facts - and write them on pieces of paper. Then add some bogus facts and put 

them all in a hat. Get people to choose a fact and guess whether it is real or bogus.  

**  Friendship: This is an important theme in Geek Girl. When Harriet tries to reinvent herself as a 

model, she steals her best-friend’s dream and risks damaging their friendship. In the group, talk 

about the qualities that make Harriet a good friend, and those that don’t. Have a broader 

discussion about friendship and what it means to be a good friend. You could also look at and talk 

about other strong friendships in books that you have read.   

**  Keep up with Holly online:  Facebook; Twitter: @HolSmale ; Website  

Books by Holly Smale Geek Girl HarperCollins 978-0007489442 

 Geek Girl: Model Misfit HarperCollins 978-0007489466 

 Geek Girl: Picture Perfect HarperCollins 978-0007489480 

If you like Geek Girl try….    

Cathy Cassidy The Chocolate Box Girls: Sweet Honey Puffin 978-0141341637 

Chris Higgins The Secrets Club: No Match for Dani Puffin 978-0141335247 

Catherine Wilkins My Brilliant Life and Other Disasters Nosy Crow 978-0857631596 

http://www.facebook.com/geekgirlseries
holsmale.wix.com/the-write-girl2
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Marcus Sedgwick      Killing the Dead     Orion 
Follow the dark, dark path 
Into the dark, dark woods 
To the dark, dark bridge 
By the dark, dark water. 
Linger. Let the ghosts of heaven tell their story 
. 

About the author:  Marcus Sedgwick‘s  first novel, Floodland, won the 
Branford Boase Award for the Best Debut Children’s Novel of 2000. His 
books have been shortlisted for a number of national book awards and his 

novel Midwinterblood won the 2014 Michael L. Printz Award. He lives near Cambridge.   
 
For your Chatterbooks/reading group session:  
**  Things to talk about:  Read the whole book, then talk about how it has made you feel.  What 
part of the story do you remember most?  Do you have questions about the story? Say if you 
liked it or not – and why.  What do you think the title Killing the Dead means?  Look again at the 
story’s prologue.   

**  Tell a ghost story:  Killing the Dead is a creepy ghost story. Does your group know any ghost 
stories? They might remember some from camping trips or when they’ve stayed up late at 
sleepovers. Get your group to sit in a circle. Someone can start the story off, maybe with a line 
from the back of Killing the Dead, like, Follow the dark, dark path or from the book itself like, We 
need to speak of the dead. Carry on round the circle with everyone adding one sentence to the 
story. Try to make it as spooky and scary as you can! 

**  Different viewpoints: Killing the Dead is told from multiple viewpoints. We get the story from 
different characters like gathering pieces of a jigsaw. Talk about this in your group. You may like 
to look at other books that are written from multiple viewpoints such as Wonder by R J Palacio. 
Discuss the pros and cons of this storytelling device. Talk about the different voices and what 
makes them different. What do you think the story would be like if it was told from only one 
viewpoint?   
Now, play this game. One member of the group leaves the room and the rest choose a character. 
It could be a character in a book, film, a celeb, or someone they all know. The person who left the 
room, comes back in and asks questions about the character selected. They ask an agreed 
number of questions and then have to guess who the character is, from the descriptions given. 

More by Marcus Sedgwick She Is Not Invisible Indigo 978-1780621340 

 White Crow Orion 978-1444001495 

 Witch Hill Orion 978-1858818832 

More books to try…    

Neil Gaiman The Sleeper and the Spindle Bloomsbury 978-1408859643 

Patrick Ness A Monster Calls Walker 978-1406336511 

Meg Rosoff Picture Me Gone Penguin 978-0141344065 

 


