
 

The Reading Agency’s April booklist for Adults – A Race Against Time 

 

Our April booklist – ‘A Race Against Time’ – is chock full of exciting and gripping reads. From thrillers 

to Sci-Fi, there’s something for everyone. Dive into the list today and don’t forget to tell us what you 

thought of any of the books on the list by tagging us on social media using #booklist and tagging 

@readingagency! 

 

The Premonitions Bureau by Sam Knight (Faber), ISBN: 9780571357567 

Premonitions are impossible. But they come true all the time. 

Most are innocent. You think of a forgotten friend. Out of the blue, they call. But what if you knew 

that something terrible was going to happen? A sudden flash, the words Charing Cross. Four days 

later, a packed express train comes off the rails outside the station. What if you could share your 

vision, and stop that train? Could these forebodings help the world to prevent disasters? 

In 1966, John Barker, a dynamic psychiatrist working in an outdated British mental hospital, 

established the Premonitions Bureau to investigate these questions. He would find a network of 

hundreds of correspondents, from bank clerks to ballet teachers. Among them were two unnervingly 

gifted 'percipients'. Together, the pair predicted plane crashes, assassinations and international 

incidents, with uncanny accuracy. And then, they informed Barker of their most disturbing 

premonition: that he was about to die. 

 

The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams (Pan Macmillan), ISBN: 9781529034523 

It's an ordinary Thursday lunchtime for Arthur Dent until his house gets demolished. The Earth 

follows shortly afterwards to make way for a new hyperspace express route, and his best friend has 



 
just announced that he's an alien. At this moment, they're hurtling through space with nothing but 

their towels and an innocuous-looking book inscribed, in large friendly letters, with the words: 

DON'T PANIC. 

The weekend has only just begun . . . 

 

A Ocean of Minutes by Thea Lim (Quercus), ISBN: 9781786487933 

Polly and Frank are young and in love, a lifetime together before them. But one evening in 1980, as 

the Texas sun sets over their shoulders, the world is suddenly pulled apart by a deadly virus. Within 

months, Frank is dying. Polly can save him, but only if she agrees to a radical plan: to time travel to 

1993 for a corporation who can fund his life-saving treatment. She can only go forward, she cannot 

go back. And she must leave everything she loves behind, including Frank. 

All they have is the promise of a future together: they will find each other again in twelve years' 

time, in Galveston, Texas, where the sea begins. But when something goes wrong and Polly arrives 

late, Frank is nowhere to be found. Completely alone, Polly must navigate a terrifying new world to 

find him, and to discover if their love has endured. 

 

The Future of Another Timeline by Annalee Newitz (Little, Brown), ISBN: 9780356511238 

"Do you remember when we had the vote?" 

In a world that's just a step away from our own, time travel is possible. But war is brewing - a secret 

group is trying to destroy women's rights, and their access to the timeline. If they succeed, only a 

small elite will have the power to shape the past, present, and future. 

Our only hope lies with an unlikely group of allies, from riot grrls to suffragettes, their lives 

separated by centuries, battling for a world where anyone can change the future. A final 

confrontation is coming. 

 

The Siege by John Sutherland (Orion), ISBN: 9781398707573 

Lee James Connor has found his purpose in life: to follow the teachings of far-right extremist leader, 

Nicholas Farmer. So when his idol is jailed, he comes up with the perfect plan: take a local immigrant 

support group hostage until Farmer is released. 

Grace Wheatley is no stranger to loneliness having weathered the passing of her husband, whilst 

being left to raise her son alone. The local support group is her only source of comfort. Until the day 

Lee James Connor walks in and threatens the existence of everything she's ever known. 

Superintendent Alex Lewis may be one of the most experienced hostage negotiators on the force, 

but there's no such thing as a perfect record. Still haunted by his last case, can he connect with 

Connor - and save his nine hostages – before it's too late? 

 



 
How to Stop Time by Matt Haig (Canongate), ISBN: 9781838858476 

How many lifetimes does it take to learn how to live? 

Tom Hazard has a dangerous secret. He may look like an ordinary 41-year-old history teacher, but 

he's been alive for centuries. From Elizabethan England to Jazz-Age Paris, from New York to the 

South Seas, Tom has seen it all. As long as he keeps changing his identity, he can stay one step ahead 

of his past - and stay alive. The only thing he must not do is fall in love. 

But what if the one thing he can't have just happens to be the one thing that might save him? 

 

This Time Tomorrow by Emma Straub (Penguin), ISBN: 9780241453469 

 

Alice Stern isn't ready to turn forty. She thought she'd have more time to figure it all out. Above all, 

she thought she'd have more time with her father, Leonard Stern, an eccentric novelist - but he's 

lying in a hospital bed and Alice isn't sure if she'll hear his voice again. 

When she falls asleep outside their old apartment on the night before her birthday, she's surprised 

to be greeted the next morning by a much younger Leonard, with a sixteenth birthday card for a 

teenage Alice who, far from clinging to her youth, is hurtling towards adulthood... 

Alice soon discovers how she got back here, to 1996 and her sixteenth birthday, and realises she can 

keep on coming, whenever she chooses. But faced each time with different versions of her life, and 

the consequences of her decisions, it's on her not to lose sight of what she wants most: some time 

back with Leonard... 

 

 

Before Your Memory Fades by Toshikazu Kawaguchi (Pan Macmillan), ISBN: 9781035004614 

The third novel in the international bestselling Before the Coffee Gets Cold series, following four new 

customers in a cafe where customers can travel back in time. 

On the hillside of Mount Hakodate in northern Japan, Cafe Donna Donna is fabled for its dazzling 

views of Hakodate port. But that's not all. Like the charming Tokyo cafe Funiculi Funicula, Cafe 

Donna Donna offers its customers the extraordinary experience of travelling through time. 

From the author of Before the Coffee Gets Cold and Tales from the Café comes another story of four 

new customers, each of whom is hoping to take advantage of the cafe's time-travelling offer. 

 

Notes on an Execution by Danya Kukafka (Orion), ISBN: 9781474625951 

Ansel Packer is scheduled to die in twelve hours. 

He knows what he's done, and now awaits the same fate he forced on those girls, years ago. Ansel 

doesn't want to die; he wants to be celebrated, understood. 



 
But this is not his story. 

As the clock ticks down, three women uncover the history of a tragedy and the long shadow it casts. 

Lavender, Ansel's mother, is a seventeen-year-old girl pushed to desperation. Hazel, twin sister to his 

wife, is forced to watch helplessly as the relationship threatens to devour them all. And Saffy, the 

detective hot on his trail, is devoted to bringing bad men to justice but struggling to see her own life 

clearly. 

This is the story of the women left behind. 

 

How High We Go in the Dark by Sequoia Nagamatsu (Bloomsbury), ISBN: 9781526637178 

Dr. Cliff Miyashiro arrives in the Arctic Circle to continue his recently deceased daughter's research, 

only to discover a virus, newly unearthed from melting permafrost. The plague unleashed reshapes 

life on earth for generations. Yet even while struggling to counter this destructive force, humanity 

stubbornly persists in myriad moving and ever inventive ways. 

Among those adjusting to this new normal are an aspiring comedian, employed by a theme park 

designed for terminally ill children, who falls in love with a mother trying desperately to keep her 

son alive; a scientist who, having failed to save his own son from the plague, gets a second chance at 

fatherhood when one of his test subjects-a pig-develops human speech; a man who, after recovering 

from his own coma, plans a block party for his neighbours who have also woken up to find that they 

alone have survived their families; and a widowed painter and her teenaged granddaughter who 

must set off on cosmic quest to locate a new home planet. 

 


