
A Perfect Wonderful Day  
with Friends
Author and Illustrator: Philip Waechter

This big-hearted picture book captures the warmth and 
fun of a spontaneous summer’s day with friends, where 
one lovely activity leads to another until they all go 
back home to bake a cake (two cakes!) to finish

ABOUT THE BOOK 
Raccoon decides to bake an apple cake. But he has no eggs, so visits his 
friend Fox, who needs a ladder to mend the roof. Badger will have one, 
but he needs help too, so they set off to find Bear. They stroll through 
meadows, meet up with Crow, nibble blackberries and find Bear fishing 
at the river. Soon the five friends are having the best day out—the sun 
shining on their fur, fishing, swimming, picnic and finally home to bake 
the cake—two cakes, because bears have big appetites.

A Perfect Wonderful Day with Friends is a picture book to instantly capture 
the heart. Laconic narration, funny dialogue and exquisite illustrations tell 
the story of a carefree childhood day.

SALES POINTS
• A feel-good and joyful story of a carefree childhood day

• Laconic narration and funny dialogue

• Repetition of language and structure makes a fun read aloud

• Beautiful and delicate illustrations and colour palette

• Philip Waechter is a leading illustrator with a beautifully classic 
illustration style

ABOUT THE AUTHOR & ILLUSTRATOR
Philip Waechter was born in 1968 in Germany. He now lives as a freelance 
graphic designer and illustrator in Frankfurt am Main. In 1999 he and 
Moni Port co-founded the community studio LABOR.

TITLE INFORMATION 

Release June 2022

Ages 4–7

Format hardback

Size 235 x 265mm landscape

Extent 28 pp 

Illustrations colour

ISBN 9781776574667

RRP GBP 11.99

Origin Germany

BIC YBCS

BISAC JUV002000, JUV039060

THEMA picture story books

WHY I CHOSE THIS BOOK

“This book is uplifting, light, 
joyous, satisfying to read aloud – 
it’s summer.”

Julia Marshall, Publisher

THEMES & KEYWORDS
friendship, day trip, outing, fishing 
trip, swimming trip, picnic, helping, 
community, river swim, swimming pond, 
German illustrator, German picture book, 

Sales & Marketing
sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk

Distribution
orders@gbs.tbs-ltd.co.uk

Publicity
laurasmythecontact@gmail.com

ISBN 978-1-776574-66-7

CLICK THROUGH TO SEE MORE

digital 
sample

video look 
inside

Q&A
activity 
sheet

https://issuu.com/geckopress7/docs/lionel_poops_sample
https://youtu.be/S9WUJJj4Sqk
https://geckopress.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/QA-with-Philip-Waechter.pdf
https://geckopress.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Perfect-Wonderful-Day-with-Friends_activity-sheet.pdf


Ages 3–6   |   242 x 250 mm   |   32 pp   |   paperback
ISBN 978-1-776572-54-0 |  GBP 7.99  
Origin: New Zealand

Song of the River
Joy Cowley
lllustrated by Kimberly Andrews
Released: January 2021 
A paperback edition of a quintessential Joy Cowley story:  
Cam follows the river’s journey from the mountains to the sea

WHY I CHOSE THIS BOOK

“This book celebrates children’s freedom to explore and discover the 
outdoors, and it’s a joy to read—the writing swings along like a river”  
Julia Marshall, Publisher

SALES POINTS

• New, accessible paperback cover focuses on the child

• Shortlisted 2020 Teach Early Years Awards (picture book category)

• A strong and beautifully written read-aloud story 

• Dramatic illustrations shift from bird’s eye to close-up with a  
beautiful use of light to track the passing day

• Tells an environmental story at the scale of a child’s imagination

• Joy Cowley, shortlisted for the Hans Christian Andersen Award 2018, 
has a wide and loyal following in public, school and library sectors

BLURB 

In this resonant story, Cam the mountain boy follows the river from its 
trickling source in the snow all the way to the sea. The river leads him 
through forest, farms and towns to the salty wind of the sea. The dramatic 
landscapes are packed with detail to discover in the world of the river.

“With graceful, rhyming poetry, Cowley articulates the connectedness 
of nature, while Andrews renders the rush and earnestness of the boy’s 
journey through striated light, city smoke, and the broad, blue sea.” 
Publishers Weekly (US)

Cowley’s beautiful, melodic story—brimming with atmosphere and 
descriptive power—is exquisitely brought to life by illustrator Kimberly 
Andrews’ dramatic evocation of a wonderfully contrasting North American 
landscape. Lancashire Post (UK)

TITLE INFORMATION

Joy Cowley is one of New Zealand’s 
best-loved writers for children and 
adults, with an international reputation. 
She has won a multitude of awards 
and honours for her bestselling books, 
including the Prime Ministers Award 
for contribution to literature. She was 
shortlisted for the Hans Christian 
Andersen Award in 2018.

Kimberly Andrews is a trained 
biologist and geologist who grew up  
in the Canadian Rockies and has lived 
and worked in Borneo, the UK and  
New Zealand. She illustrated Explore 
Aotearoa, shortlisted for the New 
Zealand children’s book award in 2018, 
and her first book both authored and 
illustrated, Puffin the Architect, was 
released in 2018. She lives in Wellington.

www.geckopress.com | info@geckopress.com
Sales & Marketing: sales@bouncemarketing.co.nz
Distribution: orders@gbs.tbs-ltd.co.uk

ISBN 978-1-776572-54-0



DUCK, DEATH AND 
THE TULIP
Written and illustrated by  
Wolf Erlbruch
RELEASE DATE (PB): April 2010

www.geckopress.com

GECKO PRESS
PO Box 9335, Marion Square
Wellington 6141, New Zealand
Ph: +64 4 381 4476
info@geckopress.com
www.geckopress.com

United Kingdom distributor
Bounce! Sales & Marketing
Ph: +44 20 71 383 650
sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk
www.bouncemarketing.co.uk

Gecko Press specializes in English versions of curiously 
good books from around the world by well-established 
authors and illustrators. These books have a strong track 
record in their own and other countries, and are winners  
of international awards.

ADVANCE TITLE INFORMATION

SYNOPSIS 
In a strangely heart-warming and beautifully  
illustrated story, a duck strikes up an unlikely 
friendship with Death.

“Who are you? Why are you creeping along  
behind me?”

“Good. You’ve finally noticed me,” said Death.  
“I am Death.”

Duck was scared stiff. You couldn’t blame her 
for that.

Duck, Death and the Tulip will intrigue, haunt  
and enchant readers of all ages. Simple, warm  
and witty, this book deals with a difficult subject  
in a way that is elegant, straightforward, and  
life-affirming.

SALES POINTS
Teenage and art/graphics market

Original and provocative

Stunning production

A picture book version of  
The Book Thief

•

•

•

•

Ages 7+
38 pp 298 x 240mm

Hardback RRP £11.99
ISBN 978-1-877467-14-1

Paperback RRP £6.99 
ISBN 978-1-877467-17-2

THE AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR 
Wolf Erlbruch is a celebrated and original German 
author and illustrator (including The Mole Who 
Knew it was None of His Business). He has received 
many awards, including the 2006 Hans Christian  
Andersen Medal for Illustration. Erlbruch is  
recognised for his witty and winsome stories and  
his sophisticated synthesis of collage and drawing.

MEDIA RESPONSE 
‘Duck, Death and the Tulip is now my favourite book  
of all time.’
Kim Hill, National Radio

‘Few readers could fail to be impressed, in one way  
or another, by this outstanding book. It’s haunting  
and it’s hopeful. What more could anyone ask of  
great literature?’
Magpies magazine



Ages 5–8       400 mm x 270mm   
12 pages with a pop-up and large flap for each villain
Hardback       £16.99     ISBN: 978-1-776571-98-7
Origin: France

TITLE INFORMATION

Clotilde Perrin is an illustrator 
living in Strasbourg. Her previous work 
includes At the Same Moment Around 
the World.

www.geckopress.com | info@geckopress.com

Inside the Villains
Clotilde Perrin
September 2018
An extraordinary pop-up book that reveals the secrets of the 
most famous fairytale villians: giants, wolves and witches

WHY I CHOSE THIS BOOK

“This book is one of a kind. There is so much to find on every page, 
beneath every flap and in the funny details, the writing is fresh and lively, 
and we’ve watched children pore over it.” Julia Marshall, Publisher

SALES POINTS

• Interactive flaps, fairytale stories and personality cards for each villain

• Exquisite production—oversize book with fold-outs and flaps

• Full of humour

• Sold 10,000 copies in 3 months on its release in both France and Italy

ABOUT THE BOOK

Lift the flaps to get right inside each villain and see what’s hidden—
behind their ears, under their clothes, in their pockets, even the victim  
of their last meal waiting to be rescued.

Read all about each villain on their personality card, which shows 
strengths and weaknesses, favourite pastimes, physical characteristics, 
their best meal and—of course—their favourite books.

This exquisitely produced book is like no other: a celebration of story 
that’s full of humour and detail, to mesmerise readers of all ages.



The Uprising
The Mapmakers in Cruxcia
Author: Eirlys Hunter

A follow-up to the internationally successful The 
Mapmakers’ Race—the Santander children are drawn into 
a community’s rebellion against a despot and use their 
mapping skills to avert an environmental scam.

ABOUT THE BOOK 
The land holds the truth ... the maps will reveal it.

Sal, Joe, Francie and Humphrey Santander are mapmakers looking for their 
father, a famous explorer who disappeared on his last expedition.

Their search takes them to Cruxcia, where the people are fighting to protect 
their land from the all-powerful Grania Trading Company. The Santanders’ 
mapping skills may be the missing piece in the Cruxcian race to save the 
ancient valley—and the key to reuniting their family.

SALES POINTS
• Resonant themes: revolution, environment, Indigenous land ownership

• Follow-up to the internationally successful The Mapmakers’ Race: chosen for 
the Summer Reading Challenge 2021 in the UK, an IBBY Honour Book

• The children have to produce maps for the trial on urgent deadline

• Naturally diverse/inclusive cast of characters including a girl in a 
steampunky wheelchair and a same sex couple

ABOUT THE AUTHOR & ILLUSTRATOR
Eirlys Hunter is the author of seven children’s books as well as a novel and 
short stories for adults, and has taught children’s writing at the International 
Institute of Modern Letters at Victoria University in Wellington, New Zealand.

ALSO AVAILABLE
The Mapmakers’ Race by Eirlys Hunter  9781776572038

TITLE INFORMATION 

Release March 2022

Ages 8–12

Format paperback

Size 198 x 130 mm

Extent 256 pp 

Illustrations black and white

ISBN 9781776574049

RRP GBP 7.99

Origin New Zealand

BIC YFB

BISAC JUV001000, JUV039150, 
JUV074000, JUV013070, JUV037000

THEMA children’s/teenage fiction

THEMES & KEYWORDS
adventure, Mapmakers Race, rebellion, 
Indigenous land rights, bushwalking, 
hiking, teamwork, cartography, mapping, 
sibling adventure, New Zealand 

WHY I CHOSE THIS BOOK

“Eirlys Hunter writes classic, 
child-driven adventure with 
tenacious characters. This is 
a contemporary story of land 
ownership and environmental 
rebellion.”

Julia Marshall, Publisher

Sales & Marketing
sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk 

Distribution 
orders@gbs.tbs-ltd.co.uk

Publicity
laurasmythecontact@gmail.com

CLICK THROUGH TO SEE MORE

digital 
sample

ISBN 978-1-776574-04-9

video look 
inside

teacher 
notes

https://geckopress.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/The_Uprising_sample_spreads.pdf
https://youtu.be/zAYgT-lwFJA
https://geckopress.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Teacher-notes_The-Uprising.pdf


Ages 8–12   |   270 x 205 mm   |   128 pp   |   paperback
978-1-77657-266-3   |   GBP 12.99
Origin: New Zealand

The Inkberg Enigma
Jonathan King
Released: May 2020 
A graphic-novel mystery adventure for eight- to twelve-
year-olds in which a girl and boy uncover the secret that has 
corrupted a town

WHY I CHOSE THIS BOOK

“Jonathan is a true storyteller, who has created a page turner with, 
at its heart, a child’s innate sense of what is right”  
Julia Marshall, Publisher

SALES POINTS

•	 Graphic novel with compelling narrative drive and strong 
characters

•	 A classic children’s adventure story about a fantastical sea 
creature and corruption

BLURB 

“Funny, exciting, charming, mysterious, and just the right 
amount of genuinely scary. Brave young heroes, dark 
secrets, and a warm heart make this a hugely satisfying 
adventure for readers of all ages.”  
Dylan Horrocks, author of HICKSVILLE
Miro	and	Zia	live	in	Aurora,	a	fishing	town	nestled	in	the	shadow	of	
an ancient castle. Miro lives in his books; Zia is never without her 
camera.	The	day	they	meet,	they	uncover	a	secret.

The	fishing	works,	the	castle,	the	town	council:	all	are	linked	to	an	
ill-fated 1930s Antarctic expedition. But the diary of that journey 
has been hidden and the sea is stirring up unusual creatures. 
Something has a powerful hold over the town.

With	Zia	determined	to	find	out	more,	Miro	finds	himself	putting	
aside his books for a real adventure.

The Inkberg Enigma	is	an	exciting	adventure	with	a	strong	filmic	
narrative.

TITLE INFORMATION

Jonathan King’s comics have 
featured online and in anthologies. 

King	is	a	prominent	filmmaker	whose	
debut feature Black Sheep remains 
one of New Zealand’s biggest-selling 
feature	films.	Its	international	awards	
include the Audience Award at the 
Gérardmer Fantastic Film Festival, the 
Silver Raven at the Brussels Fantastic 
Film Festival and the Sir Julius Vogel 
Award for Best Dramatic Presentation. 
King co-wrote, produced and directed 
a	film	adaptation	of	New	Zealand	
children’s classic Under the Mountain 
by Maurice Gee, starring Sam Neill, 
which has been released worldwide.

The Inkberg Enigma	is	his	first	
children’s book. 

www.geckopress.com | info@geckopress.com
Sales & Marketing: sales@bouncemarketing.co.nz
Distribution: orders@gbs.tbs-ltd.co.uk


