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The Reading Agency’s March booklist for Adults – Wonders of the 

World 

March 3 is World Wildlife Day, a United Nations International day to celebrate all the 

world's wild animals and plants and the contribution that they make to our lives and the 

health of the planet. We’re joining the celebration with our Wonders of the World booklist. 

It’s definitely one to go wild about! Don’t forget to tell us what you thought of any of the 

books on the list by tagging us on social media using #booklist and tagging @readingagency! 
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The Meaning of Birds by Simon Barnes (Head of Zeus), ISBN: 978-1788542814 

One of our most eloquent nature writers offers a passionate and informative celebration of 

birds and their ability to help us understand the world we live in. As well as exploring how 

birds achieve the miracle of flight; why birds sing; what they tell us about the seasons of the 

year and what their presence tells us about the places they inhabit, The Meaning of Birds 

muses on the uses of feathers, the drama of raptors, the slaughter of pheasants, the 

infidelities of geese, and the strangeness of feeling sentimental about blue tits while 

enjoying a chicken sandwich. 

From the mocking-birds of the Galapagos who guided Charles Darwin toward his 

evolutionary theory, to the changing patterns of migration that alert us to the reality of 

contemporary climate change, Simon Barnes explores both the intrinsic wonder of what it is 

to be a bird and the myriad ways in which birds can help us understand the meaning of life. 

Blooming Flowers: A Seasonal History of Plants and People by Kasia Boddy (Yale 

University Press), 9780300259636 

An evocative and richly illustrated exploration of flowers and how, over the centuries, they 

have given us so much; sustenance, meaning, and pleasure. 

The Grassling by Elizabeth-Jane Burnett (Penguin Books Ltd), ISBN: 978-0141989624 

Spurred on by her father's declining health and inspired by the history he once wrote of his 

small Devon village, Elizabeth-Jane Burnett delves through layers of memory, language and 

natural history to tell a powerful story of how the land shapes us and speaks to us. The 

Grassling is a book about roots: what it means to belong when the soil beneath our feet is 

constantly shifting, when the people and places that nurtured us are slipping away. 

Otherlands: A World in the Making by Dr Thomas Halliday (Allen Lane), ISBN: 978-

0241405741 

Otherlands is an epic, exhilarating journey into deep time, showing us the Earth as it used to 

exist, and the worlds that were here before ours. Travelling back in time to the dawn of 

complex life, and across all seven continents, award-winning young palaeobiologist Thomas 

Halliday gives us a mesmerizing up close encounter with eras that are normally 

unimaginably distant. 

The Outrun by Amy Liptrot (Canongate), ISBN: 978-1786894229 

At the age of thirty, Amy Liptrot finds herself washed up back home on Orkney. Standing 

unstable on the island, she tries to come to terms with the addiction that has swallowed the 

last decade of her life. As she spends her mornings swimming in the bracingly cold sea, her 
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days tracking Orkney's wildlife, and her nights searching the sky for the Merry Dancers, Amy 

discovers how the wild can restore life and renew hope. 

H is for Hawk by Helen Macdonald (Vintage), 978-1784701444 

As a child, Helen Macdonald was determined to become a falconer, learning the arcane 

terminology and reading all the classic books. Years later, when her father died and she was 

struck deeply by grief, she became obsessed with the idea of training her own goshawk. She 

bought Mabel for £800 on a Scottish quayside and took her home to Cambridge, ready to 

embark on the long, strange business of trying to train this wildest of animals. 

Wintering: The Power of Rest and Retreat in Difficult Times by Katherine May (Rider 

Books, Penguin), 978-1846045998 

Wintering is a poignant and comforting meditation on the fallow periods of life, times when 

we must retreat to care for and repair ourselves. Katherine May thoughtfully shows us how 

to come through these times with the wisdom of knowing that, like the seasons, our winters 

and summers are the ebb and flow of life. 

How Beautiful We Were by Imbola Mbue (Canongate), ISBN: 978-1838851378 

Set in the fictional African village of Kosawa, How Beautiful We Were tells the story of a 

people living in fear amidst environmental degradation wrought by an American oil 

company. Pipeline spills have rendered farmlands infertile. Children are dying from drinking 

toxic water. Promises of clean-up and financial reparations to the villagers are made - and 

ignored. The country's government, led by a brazen dictator, exists to serve its own interest 

only. Left with few choices, the people of Kosawa decide to fight back. But their fight will 

come at a steep price, one which generation after generation will have to pay. Told through 

the perspective of a generation of children and the family of a girl named Thula, How 

Beautiful We Were is a masterful exploration of what happens when the reckless drive for 

profit, coupled with the ghost of colonialism, comes up against one community's 

determination to hold onto its ancestral land and a young woman's willingness to sacrifice 

everything for the sake of her people's freedom. 

Once There Were Wolves by Charlotte McConaghy (Chatto & Windus), ISBN: 978-

1784744397 

Inti Flynn arrives in the Scottish Highlands with fourteen grey wolves, a traumatised sister 

and fierce tenacity. 

As a biologist, she knows the animals are the best hope for rewilding the ruined landscape 

and she cares little for local opposition. As a sister, she hopes the remote project will offer 

her twin, Aggie, a chance to heal after the horrific events that drove them both out of 

Alaska. 
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But violence dogs their footsteps and one night Inti stumbles over the body of a farmer. 

Unable to accept that her wolves could be responsible, she makes a reckless decision to 

protect them. But if the wolves didn't make the kill, then who did? And can she trust the 

man she is beginning to love when he becomes the main suspect? 

Propulsive and unforgettable, Once There Were Wolves is the spellbinding story of a woman 

desperate to save her family, the wild animals, and the natural world she loves, at any cost. 

Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens (Corsair), 978-1472157362 

For years, rumours of the 'Marsh Girl' have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the 

North Carolina coast. So in late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the 

locals immediately suspect Kya Clark, the so-called Marsh Girl. But Kya is not what they say. 

Sensitive and intelligent, she has survived for years alone in the marsh that she calls home, 

finding friends in the gulls and lessons in the sand. Then the time comes when she yearns to 

be touched and loved. When two young men from town become intrigued by her wild 

beauty, Kya opens herself to a new life - until the unthinkable happens. 

Bewilderment by Richard Powers (Vintage), ISBN: 978-1529115253 

The astrobiologist Theo Byrne searches for life throughout the cosmos while single-

handedly raising his unusual nine-year-old, Robin, following the death of his wife. Robin is a 

warm, kind boy who spends hours painting elaborate pictures of endangered animals. He's 

also about to be expelled from third grade for smashing his friend in the face. As his son 

grows more troubled, Theo hopes to keep him off psychoactive drugs. He learns of an 

experimental neurofeedback treatment to bolster Robin's emotional control, one that 

involves training the boy on the recorded patterns of his mother's brain... 

With its soaring descriptions of the natural world, its tantalizing vision of life beyond, and its 

account of a father and son's ferocious love, Bewilderment marks Richard Powers's most 

intimate and moving novel. At its heart lies the question: How can we tell our children the 

truth about this beautiful, imperiled planet? 

Wanderland by Jini Reddy (Bloomsbury Wildlife), ISBN: 978-1472951953 

Propelled by the memory and after years of dreaming about it, Jini Reddy dares to delve 

into the 'wanderlands' of Britain, heading off in search of the magical in the landscape. 

A London journalist with multicultural roots and a perennial outsider, she determinedly sets 

off on this unorthodox path. Serendipity and her inner compass guide her around the 

country in pursuit of the Other and a connection to Britain's captivating natural world. 

Where might this lead? And if you know what it is to be Othered yourself, how might this 

colour your experiences? And what if, in invoking the spirit of the land, 'it' decides to make 

its presence felt? 
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Whether following a 'cult' map to a hidden well that refuses to reveal itself, attempting to 

persuade a labyrinth to spill its secrets, embarking on a coast-to-coast pilgrimage or 

searching for a mystical land temple, Jini depicts a whimsical, natural Britain. Along the way, 

she tracks down ephemeral wild art, encounters women who worship The Goddess, falls 

deeper in love with her birth land and struggles - but mostly fails - to get to grips with its 

lore. Throughout, she rejoices in the wildness we cannot see and celebrates the natural 

beauty we can, while offering glimpses of her Canadian childhood and her Indian parents' 

struggles in apartheid-era South Africa. 

The Island of Missing Trees by Elif Shafak (Penguin), 978-0241988725 

Two teenagers, a Greek Cypriot and a Turkish Cypriot, meet at a taverna on the island they 

both call home. The taverna is the only place that Kostas and Defne can meet in secret, 

hidden beneath the blackened beams from which hang garlands of garlic and chilli peppers, 

creeping honeysuckle, and in the centre, growing through a cavity in the roof, a fig tree. The 

fig tree witnesses their hushed, happy meetings; their silent, surreptitious departures. The 

fig tree is there, too, when war breaks out, when the capital is reduced to ashes and rubble, 

when the teenagers vanish. Decades later, Kostas returns - a botanist, looking for native 

species - looking, really, for Defne. The two lovers return to the taverna to take a clipping 

from the fig tree and smuggle it into their suitcase, bound for London. Years later, the fig 

tree in the garden is their daughter Ada's only knowledge of a home she has never visited, 

as she seeks to untangle years of secrets and silence, and find her place in the world. 

Sharks in the Time of Saviours by Kawai Strong Washburn (Canongate), 978-1786896483 

In 1995 in Kailua-Kona, Hawai'i, seven-year-old Nainoa Flores is saved from drowning by a 

shiver of sharks. His family, struggling to make ends meet amidst the collapse of the sugar 

cane industry, hails his rescue as a sign of favour from ancient Hawaiian gods. 

But as time passes, this hope gives way to economic realities, forcing Nainoa and his siblings 

to seek salvation across the continental United States, leaving behind home and family. 

With a profound command of language, Washburn's powerful debut novel examines what it 

means to be both of a place, and a stranger in it. 


