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The Reading Agency’s February booklist for Children and Young 

People – Translated books 

 

 

On 21 February it is Mother Language Day so this month we have created a booklist of some 

terrific, translated books for children and young people to enjoy. Each book has been 

translated from their original language or are available in translation. From picture books to 

poetry to graphic novels, there’s something for young readers of all ages from across the 

globe. Don’t forget to tell us what you thought of any of the books on the list by tagging us 

on social media using #booklist and tagging @readingagency! 

Picture books and younger readers 

Big Book of Boats by Luogo Comune and Catherine Bruzzone (b small publishing), ISBN: 

9781913918392 – translated from Italian 

Embark on a voyage of discovery across the seven seas! From enormous cruise ships 

glittering in the evening light to incredible submarines exploring the depths of the ocean, 

boats reveal to us the secrets, stories and histories of our world. Read about big battles, 

amazing adventures, vast voyages and calamitous catastrophes. Characterful felt-tip 

illustrations and curious facts combine in this gift-worthy non-fiction book of boats. All 

aboard! Digital resources are available here. 

https://readingagency.org.uk/resources/5739/
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I Am You: A Book about Ubuntu by Refiloe Moahloli and Zinelda McDonald (Amazon 

Publishing), ISBN: 9781542035668 – also available in isiZulu and Afrikaans 

We may be different, but our hearts beat the same. In southern Africa, there is a belief 

called ubuntu-the idea that we are all connected. No matter where we're from or who we 

are, a person is a person through their connections to other people. With simple, lyrical text 

and charming artwork, this lively picture book first published in South Africa is the perfect 

introduction to the concept of ubuntu for young kids. A celebration of friendship and 

kindness, the book shows children the many ways that we are all one. Revised edition: 

Previously published as We Are One, this edition of I Am You includes editorial revisions. 

Kind Crocodile by Leo Timmers and Bill Nagelkerke (Gecko Press), ISBN: 9781776574704 – 

translated from Dutch 

In this fresh and playful board book, the kind crocodile leaves his pond to see the world. 

Animals are in danger out here! Here comes a terrified mouse, a frightened hog, an 

antelope. One by one they find shelter on Crocodile's long back, while his big teeth scare 

their enemies away. GRRR! Is there room for an enormous, frightened rhino? Yes! But a 

growling lion is too much. GRRR! And then the crocodile turns on his friends. GRRR! "Just 

joking!" says crocodile. "Not kind!" say the friends. This funny board book from Leo 

Timmers, a New York Times Best Illustrated Book Award author, features his trademark 

detailed illustrations full of expression and a satisfying twist ending-will Crocodile turns on 

its friends? Of course not, the kind crocodile is just kid, leaving much to discuss about when 

a joke is not that funny. Kind Crocodile is a board book to enjoy again and again with a good 

message at its heart, about jokes that transgress the boundary of kindness. 

Me and the Robbersons by Siri Kolu and Ruth Urbom (Little Tiger Press Group), ISBN: 

9781788953177 – translated from Finnish 

A madcap adventure starring a bandit family, a LOT of sweets and a girl who is ready for 

anything... 

Maisie is convinced her summer holiday is going to be as boring as ever - until she's 

snatched by the Robbersons, a bunch of bandits with an insatiable appetite for sweets! 

Soon Maisie realizes that life on the open road with the Robbersons is just the adventure 

she has always longed for. They've even started to see her as one of the gang! So when she 

discovers that the police and her parents are hot on their trail, Maisie decides she isn't quite 

ready to be rescued... 
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Poems the wind blew in: Poems for children by Karmelo C. Iribarren, Lawrence Schimel 

and Riya Chowdhury (Emma Press), ISBN: 9781912915316 – translated from Spanish 

Winner of English Pen Award. 

Be careful when you open this book: as soon as you do, the wind will whisk you up and take 

you on an adventure across the city. You’ll roam down empty streets, take a ride on the 

Metro, and catch glimpses of worlds within worlds in puddles and chimneytops. But even as 

the wind hurries you along, there will always be time to stop for a moment and look: at the 

night, the rain, the trees, the sea… 

These poems reveal the magic in small, everyday things: a plastic bag dreams of becoming a 

cloud, raindrops go on holiday to the sea, and hats fill up with thoughts. The book builds an 

immersive, tender world and encourages the reader to look at the world around them with 

wonder and delight. 

The Bear and the Wildcat by Kazumi Yumoto and Komako Sakai (Gecko Press), ISBN: 

9781877467707 – translated from Japanese  

An almost single-color picture book tracks the path of grief, ending with the uplifting new 

beginning of a budding friendship based on understanding. When the little bird dies, his 

friend the bear is inconsolable. Full of grief, he locks himself in his house and ventures out 

again only when the smell of young spring grass blows through his window. He always 

carries a small box, which he opens for no one. He meets a wildcat who understands his 

need to carry the box. As the cat plays on her violin, the bear remembers all the beauty he 

experienced with the little bird. Now he can bury his friend, keeping him alive in his 

memories and feelings. The Bear and the Wildcat shows a way through paralyzing grief and 

simultaneously tells the story of a hopeful new friendship. 

The Visible Sounds by Yin Jianling and Yu Rong (UCLan Publishing), ISBN: 9781912979790 – 

translate from Chinese 

Based on the true story of Chinese dancer Lihua Tai, The Visible Sounds tells the uplifting 

tale of a young child dealing with the frustration and solitude of hearing loss. Alone in 

silence, the child's life is changed forever when a chance touch unlocks a vibrant new world, 

now blazing with rainbows of visible sounds. The Visible Sounds brings a message of hope 

and joy to children living with a disability and is an inspirational reminder that dreams can 

become reality. 

Tutankhamun: The tale of the child pharaoh and the discovery of his tomb by Alex Novials 

and Eva Palomar (Welbeck Publishing), ISBN: 9781914519567 - Orange Mosquito is a 

partnership with Barcelona-based publisher Mosquito Books, which publishes a global 

English language imprint of around 20 books for children and young adults each year.  
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Have you ever wondered what life was like in Ancient Egypt during the reign of 

Tutankhamun? This is the thrilling tale of his reign and Howard Carter's discovery of his 

resting place - both stories cleverly intertwined for the first time ever. 

Discover the many aspects of the discovery of the tomb which had been lost to the sand 

dunes: the treasures found inside, the historical facts of the child pharaoh's life, how people 

lived during the reign of Tutankhamun. 

You Don't Know What War Is: The Diary of a Young Girl From Ukraine by Yeva Skalietska 

(Bloomsbury Children’s Books), ISBN: 9781526659934 

The Sunday Times Children's Book of the Year 2022. 

Everyone knows the word 'war'. But very few understand what it truly means. When you 

find you have to face it, you feel totally lost, walled in by fright and despair. Until you've 

been there, you don't know what war is. 

This is the gripping, urgent and moving diary of young Ukrainian refugee Yeva Skalietska. It 

follows twelve days in Ukraine that changed 12-year-old Yeva's life forever. She was woken 

in the early hours to the terrifying sounds of shelling. Russia had invaded Ukraine, and her 

beloved Kharkiv home was no longer the safe haven it should have been. It was while she 

and her granny were forced to seek shelter in a damp, cramped basement that Yeva decided 

to write down her story. And it is a story that the world needs to hear. 

Young people (Some titles are for mature readers due to themes included) 

Boy in a White Room by Karl Olsberg and Larisa Villar Hauser (Chicken House), ISBN: 

9781912626229 – translated from German 

A gripping YA sci-fi thriller perfect for fans of Ready Player One. 

A boy wakes to find himself locked in a white room. He has no memories, no idea who he is 

and no idea how he got there. 

A computer-generated voice named Alice responds to his questions - through her, he is able 

to access the internet. He gradually pieces together his story - an abduction, a critical injury, 

snippets of his past ... But how can the boy tell what's real and what's not? Who is he really? 

A gripping YA sci-fi thriller by German and Spiegel-bestselling author, Karl Olsberg.  

Code Name: Butterfly by Ahlam Bsharat and Nancy Roberts (Neem Tree Press Limited), 

ISBN: 9781911107026 – translated from Arabic 

With irony and poignant teenage idealism, Butterfly draws us into her world of adult 

hypocrisy, sibling rivalries, girlfriends' power plays, unrequited love... not to mention the 

political tension of life under occupation. As she observes her fragile environment with all its 
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conflicts, Butterfly is compelled to question everything around her. Is her father a 

collaborator for the occupiers? Will Nizar ever give her the sign she's waiting for? How will 

her friendship with the activist Mays and the airhead Haya survive the unpredictable storms 

ahead? And why is 'honour' such a dangerous word, anyway? . Short list for the Etisalat 

Award for Arabic Children's Literature 2013 . Short list for The Palestine Book Awards 2017 

AUTHOR: Ahlam Bsharat grew up in Tammun in Palestine and now lives in Ramallah. 

Following a Master's Degree in Arabic, she worked as a teacher for several years. 

Oksi by Mari Ahokoivu (Levine Querido), ISBN: 9781646141128 – translated from Finnish 

Poorling is a little bear. She's a bit different from her brothers. 

Mother keeps their family safe. For the Forest is full of dangers. It is there that Mana lives, 

with her Shadow children. 

And above them all, Emuu, the great Grandma in the Sky. 

From the heart of Finnish folklore comes a breathtaking tale of mothers, daughters, stars 

and legends, and the old gods and the new. 

 

 

 

The Blue Book of Nebo by Manon Steffan Ros (Firefly Press), ISBN: 9781913102784 – 

translated from Welsh 

Nominated for the Yoto Carnegie Medal for Writing 2023 

Dylan was six when The End came, back in 2018; when the electricity went off for good, and 

the ‘normal’ 21st-century world he knew disappeared. Now he’s 14 and he and his mam 

have survived in their isolated hilltop house above the village of Nebo in north-west Wales, 

learning new skills, and returning to old ways of living. Despite their close understanding, 

the relationship between mother and son changes subtly as Dylan must take on adult 

responsibilities. And they each have their own secrets, which emerge as, in turn, they jot 

down their thoughts and memories win a found notebook – the Blue Book of Nebo. 

Where We Go From Here by Lucas Rocha, Marina Esmeraldo and Larissa Helena (David 

Fickling Books) ISBN: 9781788451925 – translated from Brazilian Portuguese 

Henrique has had HIV for three years. Ian has just tested positive. Victor got with Henrique 

last night and thinks he might have it. Ian, Victor and Henrique must navigate treatment, 

friendship and love, and eventually learn to trust each other. Because with judgement and 

ignorance lurking round every corner, the real challenge isn't the disease - it's other people. 
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Brazilian author Lucas Rocha unveils the common misconceptions and prejudices that still 

surround HIV in the twenty-first century, showing how far we've come while shining a light 

on just how far we have yet to go. 

 


