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CHAPTER COMPREHENSION AND 
INFERENCE

WRITING TASKS EXTRA ACTIVITIES

1–4 • Where is Mia going on 
holiday? How does she feel 
about it? Why?

• Why do you think the 
photographer tells Mia 
and her friends to go to 
the back row? (9)

• How does Mia feel about 
expressing her culture at 
school? Why?

• What is the ‘Calivista’?

Create a ‘Most list’ for 
your classroom just 
like the one on page 8!

In her effort to 
become a professional 
writer, Mia had a 
piece ‘on Proposition  
187’ published by the 
Los Angeles Times 
(page 17).

LITERACY = Create three 
columns to make notes 
about the three friends: 
Mia, Lupe and Jason. As 
you read Chapters 1–4, 
write down any important 
information you fi nd 
out about them. Think 
about their interests, 
cultures, identities and 
relationships.
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For use in the classroom or at home.

Includes for each group of chapters:
• Comprehension and Inference Questions
• Writing Tasks 
• Suggestions for Extra Activities 

RoOm To DrEaM
Kelly Yang

Mia Tang is going for her dreams!

After years of hard work, Mia Tang fi nally gets to go on vacation 
with her family -- to China! A total dream come true! Mia can’t 
wait to see all her cousins and grandparents again, especially her 
cousin Shen. As she roams around Beijing, witnessing some of the 
big changes China’s going through, Mia thinks about the changes 
in her own life, like . . .

1. Lupe’s taking classes at the high school! And Mia’s own plans to 
be a big writer are . . . stuck.
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2. Something happened with Jason and Mia has no idea what to do about it.

3. New buildings are popping up all around the motel, and small businesses are disappearing.

Can the Calivista survive? Buckle up! Mia is more determined than ever to get through the 
turbulence, now that she fi nally has . . . room to dream!

RoOm To DrEaM
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• What do you find out 
about Mia’s family in the 
opening chapters – their 
hopes, dreams, and 
their challenges?

• Why does Mia get angry 
with Hank on page 26?

• How is food important 
to the characters in the 
story so far? Why?

Write your own piece 
for a newspaper about 
a recent event or an 
issue that you care 
about.

Write a letter 
from Mia to the 
local government 
complaining about 
how all of the shops 
are changing in the 
neighbourhood. What 
is the effect of this? 
What might it mean 
for the Calivista?

CITIZENSHIP/
GEOGRAPHY = On page 
23, Hank mentions 
the ‘systemic racism’ 
in America. What does 
he mean by this? What 
examples of systemic 
racism have been 
presented in the book 
so far?

5–9 • What is Mia anxious 
about in Chapter 5? 
Why do you think she’s 
anxious?

• How is Beijing described 
when Mia first sees it? 
How does she feel?

• Which ‘pesky word’ is 
‘nagging’ Mia on page 
48? Why?

• What does Mia feel 
‘terrible’ about on page 
49? Why?

• How does Mia feel like 
‘an outsider’?

• What does Nai Nai think 
of Mia’s skin colour? 
Why? (77)

• What does Lao Lao 
believe is ‘crazy’ on page 
82? Why?

Write a description 
of Beijing from 
Mia’s point of view. 
Consider how this 
description might 
differ from a list of 
facts in a guidebook. 
Include as much 
sensory description 
and information from 
the story as you can.

‘At school I wasn’t 
white enough. Here 
I wasn’t Chinese 
enough.’ – page 60. 
Write a diary entry in 
role as Mia describing 
how you feel to be 
back in China with 
your family. In what 
ways do you feel like 
you don’t quite fit in?

GEOGRAPHY = On a world 
map, locate China and its 
capital, Beijing. What do 
you know about Beijing? 
Create a fact file about 
it – consider local culture, 
customs, food and drink, 
important landmarks, 
climate and population.

LITERACY = Draw Mia’s 
family tree. 

LITERACY = Reflect on 
the themes of ‘money’, 
‘sexism’ and ‘colourism’ 
in these chapters. Can 
you make connections 
between these themes?
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10–14 • What are some of 
the main differences 
between Anaheim and 
Beijing?

• Who were ‘the Red 
Guards’ and ‘the Four 
Olds’? (98–99)

• Why does Mia think 
her parents moved to 
America? (103)

• How does Mia feel when 
her grandfather reads 
out her story? (111)

• What was the impact of 
the Cultural Revolution 
on some of Mia’s family?

• What does the phrase 
‘economic progress’ 
mean? (116)

• Why does Mr. Wang like 
Mia’s writing style? (120)

Research the history 
of the Cultural 
Revolution in China 
and create a Non-
Chronological Report 
showing what you find 
(pages 98–99).

If you could write a 
column like Mia’s, 
what would you 
include? Have a go at 
writing in the same 
style as Mia (pages 
124–127).

Have a go at writing 
and designing Hank’s 
flyer (page 128). If you 
can, create a Chinese 
translation!

HISTORY = Conduct more 
research about the history 
of the Cultural Revolution 
in China. Make a list of 
ten bullet points of your 
favourite facts. Create a 
chronological timeline of 
key events.

COOKERY = Note down all 
of the Chinese dishes that 
you’ve been introduced to 
so far. Have you tried any 
of them? Which would 
you most like to try? Can 
you find a recipe for one 
of them by a Chinese 
chef? 

PHILOSOPHY = Who was 
Confucius? (page 123)

15–20 • What is Mia’s ‘dream 
come true’?

• How do Mia’s parents feel 
at the dinner party? Why? 
(143–150)

• What does Mum mean 
when she says: ‘A good 
Chinese girl does not 
make her family lose 
face!’ (148)

• What does Mia realise 
about Lao Lao on page 
154?

• How does each of the 
family members feel 
to be separating again? 
How do you know?

• What are Mia’s thoughts 
and feelings  on the 
flight back? (166)

• What will Mia miss the 
most about her time in 
China? What has she 
learned?

What do you think 
Jason would say if he 
knew Mia was writing 
about him? Write 
his response to Mia’s 
column entry on pages 
139–141. 

Write a summary of 
Mia’s feelings as she 
leaves China. What 
did she enjoy about 
her time there? What 
will she miss the most? 
What did she learn?

MATHS = Work out the 
value of ‘ten thousand 
yuan’ in GBP using the 
current exchange rate. 
What does Mia’s Mum 
want to spend the money 
on?

ART & DESIGN = Create a 
beautiful design for the 
new ‘silk fan’ that Mum 
buys for Lao Lao (161).

LITERACY = For each of 
the characters, write a 
short two to three-line 
summary of what they 
learned from Mia’s trip to 
China.
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21–25 • What is the Magna? How 
do Mia, her parents and 
Hank feel about it? Why?

• What does it mean to 
‘undercut someone on 
price’? (171)

• What feels ‘like a sharp 
blade’ in Mia’s heart? 
Why? (173)

• How can you tell that Mia 
has conflicted feelings 
about Lupe’s decision? 
(177)

• What is ‘the American 
Dream’ – according to 
Mrs. T? (187)

• Why does Mrs. T say 
friendship is ‘like a 
river’? (188)

• What things does Mia 
think she might have 
‘exaggerated’ in her 
column? (203)

Create a list of ideas 
about the theme of 
‘rejection’ in the story 
so far. Then, write 
a short summary of 
the theme and why it 
is important. Focus 
in particular on Mia 
and how the theme of 
‘rejection’ is relevant 
for her.

ART & DESIGN = Draw or 
sketch the sight that Mia, 
her parents and Hank 
return to in Chapter 21. 
Label your drawing with 
quotes from the text.

DRAMA = In groups, create 
the TV commercial for the 
company ‘Mega Magna 
Hotels.’ Consider how they 
will try to sell their hotels 
to the audience.

PSHE = Plot an Emotions 
Graph to show the 
different emotions that 
Mia goes through in these 
chapters. What does she 
learn about herself?

26–30 • Do you agree with Jason 
that Mia is ‘mean’ to him 
on page 208?

• What does Mia tell Shen 
that she misses about 
China? (210)

• Why do you think Mia 
hesitates before sending 
her column? (213)

• Why do you think Mum 
‘looks away’ at the end of 
Chapter 27?

• How is Anaheim 
changing, according to 
Mr. Cooper? (217)

• Why does Mia smile and 
‘then frown’ when she 
reads Mum’s notecards?

• What else does Addie 
wish on page

What do you like 
about Da-Shawn’s 
creative writing on 
page 230? Write your 
own passage based 
on one of your own 
memories. Try to 
include the ‘imagery 
and details’ that Mia 
admires.

ART & DESIGN = Create 
the flyer that Lupe talks 
about on page 206.

MATHS = Define the terms 
written on Mia’s Mum’s 
notecards (226).

PSHE / LITERACY = List 
any important qualities 
that you look for in a 
friend. Use them to write a 
‘Friendship Recipe’. Then, 
consider Mia’s friendships 
in the story. What is good 
about them? How could 
Mia sometimes be a better 
friend?
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31–35 • What is an ‘asset’? Why 
does Mia frown when 
she hears the Calivista 
referred to in this way? 
(235)

• Who or what does Hank 
refer to as ‘corporate 
suits’? (236) 

• What feelings are the 
different characters 
‘bottling up’? (238–239)

• Why are some things 
‘easier to say to four 
hundred thousand 
people rather than to just 
one’? (241)

• What is life like for the 
staff of the Magna? 
(Chapter 32)

• Why does Mia’s dad 
describe the Magna as ‘a 
big bully’? (246)

• Why do you think Mia 
‘blushes’ on page 250?

Taking inspiration 
from Mia’s new 
column about 
‘dreams’ on pages 
239–241, write your 
own column on this 
subject. Give it the 
title: Should you go 
for your dreams?

BUSINESS = Define some 
of the business terms used 
in these chapters, e.g. 
‘independent business’; 
‘corporate’; ‘chain’; ‘staff 
turnover.

BUSINESS = Consider the 
different things would 
you need to think about 
if you ran a Motel like 
the Calivista. In groups, 
write a business plan 
for your own Motel to 
show the Holiday Resorts 
executives. Present your 
plan together.

LITERACY / ART & 
DESIGN = Create a flyer to 
advertise your new motel.

36–40 • Which ‘change’ suddenly 
reminds Mia of China on 
page 266? Why?

• What does Mia mean 
when she asks the 
question: ‘Where’d my 
city go?’ (267–268)

• What does Mia think is 
‘the only way to compete 
with big business’? (268)

• Can you list ‘all the things 
the Calivista represents 
besides a place to stay’? 
(275)

• What idea does Mia take 
to Katherine Addison at 
the Anaheim Times?

In these chapters, 
Mia is encouraged to 
write in a different 
style – without 
personal bias or 
‘embellishment’. The 
editor of the Anaheim 
Times asks her to 
simply report the 
news in 300 words, 
using only facts. Have 
a go at writing your 
own short news story 
in this style. Use the 
guidelines on page 
287 to help you.

GEOGRAPHY = In Chapter 
36, Mia asks the question: 
‘Where’d my city go?’ 
Think about your own 
hometown or city and 
track any changes that 
have taken place over the 
years. You might want to 
speak to older residents to 
get their viewpoint on the 
changes.

PSHE = Imagine having a 
conversation with Jason in 
which you ask him how he 
feels. What do you think 
Jason would say to you?
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• What new style of writing 
is Mia introduced to in 
these chapters? 

• What ‘journalistic rule’ 
is Mia worried she has 
broken? (287) 

Why do you think he 
behaves the way he does 
towards Mia?

41–45 • What does it mean to be 
too ‘qing fu’? (291–292)

• What does dad mean 
when he says ‘boys can 
behave a certain way and 
girls can’t’ (293). Do you 
agree?

• What does Mia think 
Jason should’ve included 
in his letter to her?

• What does Mrs. Stevens, 
the librarian, advise 
Mia to do to carry out 
research for her column? 
(302)

• What connections 
does Mia start to make 
between the changes 
to local business, the 
price of ‘real estate’ and 
homelessness?

• What does the word 
‘severance’ mean? Why 
do you think it ‘sits heavy’ 
in Mia’s head? (310)

In pairs, have a go 
at writing Mia and 
Da-Shawn’s project: 
a story told from 
dual perspectives. 
(305) What is the 
effect of writing a 
story from different 
perspectives?

DRAMA = Present the 
headline in the Anaheim 
Times on page 299 as 
a news report on the 
television.
GEOGRAPHY / 
CITIZENSHIP = Go on a 
tour of your own local 
area and note down all 
of your favourite local 
businesses and landmarks. 
Create a map of your local 
area.
LITERACY = Write a poem 
celebrating your local 
area. What do you love 
about it?
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46–50 • What does Mia realise 
about ‘labels’ while she is 
dancing with Da-Shawn? 
(317)

• What do you think of 
Jason’s behaviour at the 
dance? Why does he 
behave this way?

• Why does Mia’s heart sink 
‘to the bottom of [her] 
stomach’ on page 323?

• What does Mia realise 
about the American 
Dream? (329)

• How does Lupe react to 
finding Mia’s columns? 
Why? (336)

As a class, come 
up with a plan for 
your own student 
newspaper. How 
many pages will it 
have? What sections? 
How will you organise 
the content and the 
writers? In groups, 
create the front page 
of your first edition!

PSHE = Consider Mia’s 
realization on page 317: I 
was starting to realize that 
labels were like soda cans – 
they get thrown around a 
lot, but if you crush them 
with your feet, they don’t 
take up any space at all.

In pairs, discuss what Mia 
means here. How have 
‘labels’ impacted her life? 
How have they impacted 
your life? Does Mia’s 
advice help you?

51–53 • What is ‘unexpected’ for 
Mia on page 340? Why is 
it unexpected?

• Why is Mr. Yao so upset 
with Mia? 

• What does Lupe reveal to 
Mia in her letter? List at 
least three things. How 
does Mia feel when she 
reads about them? (342–
344)

• How do the three friends 
‘heal’ their relationships 
with each other?

• What does Jason tell 
Mia and Lupe about his 
experiences at cooking 
school? (347)

• What is the ‘friendship 
river’? (350)

• Who really owns Holiday 
Resorts? Why is this an 
important revelation?

Write a list of pros 
and cons for selling 
the Calivista to 
Holiday Resorts.
Write a poem 
about the power of 
friendship. You might 
want to name your 
poem ‘The Friendship 
River’.

PSHE = Imagine having a 
conversation with Emily in 
which you ask her about 
her behaviour towards 
Addie. What do you think 
Emily would say to you? 
Why do you think she 
behaves this way towards 
Addie?

LITERACY = How are the 
themes of ‘apologising’ 
and ‘forgiving’ important 
in the book?

ART & DESIGN / PSHE 
= Create a ‘friendship 
river’ collage inspired 
by the three friends in 
the story or by your own 
friendships.
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54–58 • Why is there a ‘collective 
wave of gasps around 
the room’ when Mia and 
Lupe make their speech? 
(259)

• Why do you think Mr 
Cooper is the ‘least 
surprised’ by the news?

• Why is there ‘panic’ in 
the investors’ faces? (362)

• Why do Magna Hotels 
decide to withdraw their 
offer? What does this 
mean for the Calivista? 
(371)

• Are all the characters 
happy at the end of 
the story? How do you 
know?

• What is the effect of the 
articles at the end of the 
story?

Write a speech just 
like Mia’s defending 
the Calavista. Try 
to use as much 
persuasive language 
as you can.
Write Mia’s front-
page article: How to 
Fight Big Business 
with Big Heart!’ 

LITERACY= What have 
you learned or how have 
you been inspired by Mia’s 
story in Room to Dream. 
Write a reflection on the 
main themes in the story. 
Create a book review!

LITERACY = Carry out 
some research into Kelly 
Yang, the author of Room 
to Dream. Who is she? 
How have her experiences 
inspired her to write the 
Front Desk series? Come 
up with a list of questions 
that you would like to ask 
Kelly.


