
www.oxfordchildrens.co.uk
@OxfordChildrens

My granny is a QUEEN.

Today is a very important day  
because she is paying us a royal visit.

as she walks down  
the red carpet.

We line up to  
       greet her and  

curtsy

Teaching Resources: Reception/ EYFS
Today is a very important day because she is paying us a royal visit.

ELG: Past and Present
Children at the expected level of development will: 
l  Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in 

society; 
l	 	Know	some	similarities	and	differences	between	things	in	the	
past	and	now,	drawing	on	their	experiences	and	what	has	been	
read in class; 

l	 	Understand	the	past	through	settings,	characters	and	events	
encountered	in	books	read	in	class	and	storytelling.

Key vocabulary: special, 
granny	(and	variants	
within the story), visit, 
Queen, important, royal

Resources: My Granny is 
a Queen 

Preparing for a royal visit.
Read ‘My Granny is a Queen’,	consider	the	page,	“My	granny	is	a	QUEEN.	Today	is	a	very	important	day	
because	she	is	paying	us	a	royal	visit.	We	line	up	to	greet	her	and	curtsey	as	she	walks	down	the	red	carpet.”	

Discuss	the	language	used	on	the	page	and	what	it	means.	Discuss	the	Queen	and	her	role.	
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Ask: 
l   Have you ever had an important visitor to your house? 
l	 	What	special	things	did	you	do?	
l	 	Discuss	the	children’s	feedback.

We	are	going	to	have	a	special	visitor	to	our	school.

Ask:
l	 		What	did	the	children	in	our	book	do	to	prepare	for	their	Granny	the	Queen	visiting?	(learn	to	curtsey,	
red	carpet,	line	up	etc.)

Ask: 
l	 		What	do	you	think	they	did	before	the	visit
l   How did they know when their Granny the Queen would arrive? D
l	 		Discuss	the	children’s	feedback	and	ideas	(i.e	invitation,	food,	dress	the	house,	gifts,	entertainment	etc.)

Independent or group work:

Children	complete	a	series	of	activities	to	prepare	for	their	royal	visit.
l   Invitation	–	support	the	children	with	a	writing	frame	to	create	a	simple	invitation	for	their	 
special	guest.

l   Lunch/afternoon tea menu	–	what	sorts	of	food	should	be	prepared?	Links	to	healthy	eating,	
mathematics	–	quantity,	fractions,	fair	sharing

l   Dressing the classroom	–	making	bunting,	paperchains.	Links	to	mathematics	and	possibly	 
repeated	patterns.

l   Gifts	–	what	will	the	children	make	to	commemorate	the	visit?	A	class	portrait	or	collage.	Links	to	
creating	with	materials.

l   Entertainment	–	what	will	the	children	do	to	entertain	their	special	guest?	They	might	choose	to	 
sing	a	song	or	a	series	of	action	rhymes.	Links	to	being	imaginative	and	expressive.

2

STREET
PARTY

Next
weekend

and take a stately drive into town. 

My oma has a royal carriage.  
We all pile in—  
 my brothers,    
  my sister  
   and me— 



Teaching Resources: Year One
Today is a very important day because she is paying us a royal visit.

KS1: History 
Pupils	should	be	taught	about:	
l	 	changes	within	living	memory	–	where	appropriate,	these	should	be	
used	to	reveal	aspects	of	change	in	national	life	–	the jubilee celebrations

l	 	events	beyond	living	memory	that	are	significant	nationally	or	globally	
[for example, the Great Fire  
of	London,	the	first	aeroplane	flight	or	events	commemorated	through	
festivals or anniversaries] – the coronation

l	 	the	lives	of	significant	individuals	in	the	past	who	have	contributed	
to national and international achievements, some should be used to 
compare	aspects	of	life	in	different	periods	[for	example,	Elizabeth	
I	and	Queen	Victoria,	Christopher	Columbus	and	Neil	Armstrong,	
William	Caxton	and	Tim	Berners-Lee,	Pieter	Bruegel	the	Elder	and	LS	
Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence 
Nightingale	and	Edith	Cavell]	–	the Queen and their grandmother/Great 
grandmother

l	 	significant	historical	events,	people	and	places	in	their	own	locality	–	the 
Queen and their grandmother/Great grandmother

Key vocabulary: The 
Queen, important, 
royal, coronation, 
jubilee, celebration, 
princess,	Elizabeth	II,	
Granny,	grandchildren,	

Resources: My Granny  
is a Queen, character  
portrait,	and	profile	
pages
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baba
abuela

is a QUEEN.

 nai nai
nanny

nani

gran

My granny

nonna

oma grandma

nana

bibi
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Who is The Queen and how is she different (and the same) to your Granny?
Read ‘My Granny is a Queen’.	Before	you	read	it	a	second	time	ask	the	children	to	listen	for	facts	about	
the	Granny	Queens	in	the	book.	Read	the	book	again.		

Ask: 
l	 		What	facts	can	you	tell	me	about	the	Granny	Queens	in	the	book?

Discuss	the	children’s	responses.	They	might	include:	the	different	names	for	the	Grannies,	why	she	is	
special	to	her	grandchildren,	her	pets,	her	carriage,	her	precious	jewels,	fabulous	things	they	do	together,	
special	awards,	speeches,	where	she	lives	etc.	

Ask the children:
l   To think about their own Granny, Great Granny, or a family member/friend who is special and who does 
not	live	with	them.	

l	 		To	share	some	of	the	special	things	about	their	Granny	and	collate	their	feedback.

Model	writing	a	fact	file	or	profile	page	for	your	own	Granny	including	some	of	the	ideas	from	the	book	
identified	earlier,	e.g.,	what	you	call	your	Granny,	her	real	name,	where	she	lives,	who	lives	with	her,	
fabulous	things	you	do	together,	why	she	is	special	to	you	etc.

Optional Task: 
l	 		You	might	also	show	the	children	a	drawn	portrait	or	a	photograph	of	your	Granny.

Independent or group work:

Children	complete	a	fact	file	for	their	own	special	female	relative	similar	to	the	one	you	have	 
modelled.	You	might	want	to	provide	a	scaffolded	frame	for	some	to	use	and	also	ask	parents	to	 
supply	key	facets	and	information	to	support	the	children.

You	might	also	ask	them	to	draw	a	portrait	from	a	photograph	or	alternatively	you	could	ask	them	to	
design	a	frame	to	house	a	royal	portrait.

My granny might not be THE queen,  
but she’ll always be a QUEEN to me!

Follow up lesson:

Complete	the	above	activity	collectively	for	The	Queen.	Once	your	
fact	file	is	complete	ask	the	children	to	identify	the	difference	
between their Granny and the Queen, followed by the attributes  
that	are	the	same,	e.g.,	loving	grandmother,	special	family	time,	
works	hard	at	her	job	etc.	

This will enable you to explain the celebration of the jubilee and 
why	it	is	such	an	achievement.	It	should	also	support	the	children	
to see that The Queen is also a Granny with her own family even 
though	she	lives	in	a	Castle	and	a	palace	etc.


