
 

The Reading Agency’s November booklist for Children and Young 

People – Debuts 

 

November marks National Novel Writing Month or NaNoWriMo (as it’s more commonly know). We 

want to celebrate some of our favourite debut authors of 2022. From humorous tales of belonging 

and acceptance to sensational love stories (and everything in between!), there’s something for 

everyone. Dive in today and don’t forget to tell us what you thought of any of the books on the list 

by tagging us on social media using #booklist and tagging @readingagency! 

 

Picture books and younger readers 

Cheesed Off! by Jake Hope with Genevieve Aspinall (UCLan Publishing), ISBN: 9781912979745 

It's time for a P-A-R-T-Y and you're invited! Join the fun with photos, presents, party foods and some 

special surprise guests in this enjoyable and engaging story. 

A playful and interactive picture book from reading development and children's book consultant, 

Jake Hope. 

 

The Bear and Her Book by Frances Tosdevin with Sophia O'Connor (UCLan Publishing), ISBN: 

9781912979608 

A book-loving bear sets off to see the world. She takes one special thing – her Bear's Big Book of 

Being Wise. But when she meets different creatures – each needing her help – she discovers that 

books aren't just brilliant at fixing problems, they can also help you make new friends. And if you're 

lucky, books can take you to a very special place indeed . . . 



 
 

The Wilderness by Steve McCarthy (Walker Books), ISBN: 9781406385199 

The Vasylenko family are adventurers. They all love the wet and the wild, the thrill of exploring the 

outside world. All that is ... except Oktober. He prefers the warm and safe comfort of the inside 

world, and for his adventures to take place between the pages of a book. But tomorrow, Oktober 

has to join his family on a trek into the slimy, grimy and climby wild, where he sees only danger and 

worry and fears a creature called "The Wilderness"! Failing to keep his wits about him could be 

dangerous though – it may even get him a bit... lost. But perhaps getting lost is just what Oktober 

needs to find himself and maybe even make an unexpected friend. 

 

The Missing Piece by Jordan Stephens with Beth Suzanna (Bloomsbury), ISBN: 9781526618139 

Sunny loves jigsaw puzzles – the bigger the better. When she completes one, she gets a warm, happy 

honeybee buzz. One day, her Gran gives her a ONE-THOUSAND-PIECE puzzle. Piece after piece, all by 

herself, she puts together the picture, until ... DISASTER! The final piece is missing. Sunny may be 

small, but she is very determined – so she sets off to find it. As the day whizzes by in a whirl of new 

places and friends, Sunny discovers that looking for something is every bit as fun as finding it, and 

that perhaps the missing piece was there all along... 

 

The Zoo Inside Me by Ruth Doyle with Yessica Baeten (Andersen), ISBN: 9781839131448 

Sometimes we feel brave as a lion or shy like a mouse... and that zoo inside our heads can make us 

behave differently on the outside. Feelings can be hard to understand. You can't see it, but this little 

boy is part mischievous monkey, part curious llama, and part chameleon, hiding from the world. It 

feels to him like there's not enough room for all of those jumbling feelings inside, but the zoo in all 

of us makes us who we are – reaching out to the world from the part you can't see. And sometimes, 

all it takes to make things right is friendship – and to realise that everyone else has a zoo inside 

them, too... 

 

I Am Nefertiti by Annemarie Anang with Natelle Quek (Five Quills), ISBN: 9781912923311 

When Nefertiti plays the drums, the band plays as one. "I am Nefertiti," she says, and she feels ten 

feet tall. But when the new music teacher shortens her name to 'Nef', bit by bit, she starts to shrink. 

Without Nefertiti to keep the beat, the band is in disarray . . . "I am Nefertiti!" she whispers to 

herself. Drawing on her inner strength and with the support of the other children, they help Miss 

Potts recognise the importance of honouring Nefertiti's name. Now, when Nefertiti keeps the beat, 

the music sounds so sweet! 

 

Middle Grade 

The Lightning Catcher by Clare Weze (Bloomsbury), ISBN: 9781526622174 



 
Alfie has noticed a few things since his family moved to Folding Ford. 

He really misses life in the city. He and his sister don't exactly fit in here. But the most interesting 

one is that the weather is BONKERS. One frost-covered branch on one tree in the middle of June? A 

tiny whirlwind in a bucket in the garden? Only in Folding Ford. Armed with his bike, a notepad and 

his new best mate Sam, Alfie is going to investigate. When Alfie 'investigates' Mr Clemm's garden, 

only SLIGHTLY illegally, he finds a strange box that freezes his trainers and makes his teeth tingle. 

And when he opens it, only SLIGHTLY deliberately, SOMETHING gets out. Something fast, fizzing and 

sparking with electricity and very, very much alive. 

 

Jummy at the River School by Sabine Adeyinka (Chicken House), ISBN: 9781913696047 

Jummy has won a place at the River School, the finest girls' boarding school in Nigeria. Nothing can 

dampen her spirits, not even when she learns that her best friend Caro won't be joining her. By the 

Shine-Shine River, school is everything Jummy dreamt of, with friendly new girls, midnight feasts and 

sporting prizes – but when Caro suddenly arrives at the school to work, not to learn, Jummy must 

bring all her friends together to help. 

 

Ember Shadows and the Fates of Mount Never by Rebecca King (Hachette Children’s), ISBN: 

9781510109957 

In the magical village of Everspring, everyone receives a fate card before their twelfth birthday, sent 

down from the mysterious Mount Never. It tells them their purpose, their profession and how old 

they'll be when they die. 

Nearly 12-year-old Ember Shadows has always believed she is destined for great things. But when 

her fate card arrives, it's blank. What does that mean? Then, worse still, her sister's card decrees she 

will die before her next birthday. No way is Ember's going to let that happen. 

Determined to challenge what – or who – is responsible for these cards, Ember sets off up the 

mountain, a place no one is allowed to go. She encounters forbidden realms full of magic, trickery 

and curious creatures. In a thrilling race through a magical landscape, Ember Shadows must uncover 

the secret behind the fate cards in order to save her sister... 

But will Ember like what she finds at the top of the mountain? 

 

The Asparagus Bunch by Jessica Scott-Whyte (Welbeck Publishing Group), ISBN: 9781801300469 

Leon John Crothers is 4779 days old (thirteen years and one month, if you're mathematically 

challenged). He has been 'moved on' from six different schools and most people think he has an 

attitude problem. Leon doesn't care for the label, in the same way that he doesn't care for Tim 

Burton, supermarket trolleys, train fanatics or Bounty bars. 

This time, however, things may turn out differently, as help comes from where he least expects – Dr 

Snot, a physician at pains to help Leon navigate 'normal' and classmates, Tanya and Lawrence, who 



 
both face their own challenges. When school bully Glen Jenkins humiliates Leon in the school 

canteen and almost destroys Lawrence, Leon very reluctantly agrees to the formation of a club, The 

Asparagus Bunch. 

How Leon manages to navigate school woes and family drama – and astonishingly ends up with not 

one but two friends – is nothing short of a miracle, or maybe just simply down to being different. 

 

21% Monster by P.J. Canning (Usborne), ISBN: 9781474984416 

When Darren Devlin is arrested for destroying his school with his bare hands, it's not just the police 

who are after him. Enter Marek Masters, 14 years old, 19% alien, and the most intelligent, most 

wanted "almost human" alive. Marek is here to tell Darren the truth – he is 21% monster, and 

together they must take down the secret organisation that created them. Darren and Marek are 

wanted, powerful and dangerous. And now it's payback time. 

 

The Book of Stolen Dreams by David Farr with Kristina Kister (Usborne), ISBN: 9781801315135 

When Rachel and Robert are passed a stolen book by their librarian father, they have to go on the 

run and protect it at all costs. With their father captured and everyone hunting for the Book, they 

must uncover its secrets and track down the final, missing page. But the cruel and calculating Charles 

Malstain is on their trail. 

When the children discover the astonishing, magical truth about the Book, they resolve to do 

everything in their power to stop it falling into his hands. For if it does, he could rule forever. Step 

inside the pages of an immortal adventure and discover a truly unforgettable journey of wonder, 

courage and magic... 

 

Young adult 

Ellie Pillai is Brown by Christine Pillainayagam (Faber), ISBN: 9780571366910 

Most days, Ellie Pillai is somewhere between invisible, and not very cool – and usually she's okay 

with that. But suddenly, Ellie feels different. Maybe it's the new boy at school who makes her brain 

explode into rainbows every time she sees him (and also happens to be going out with her best 

friend), or maybe it's her new drama teacher, the one who seems to have noticed she exists. 

Suddenly, her misfit style, her skin colour, her songwriting and all that getting lost in the music in her 

head seem to be okay too. Because maybe standing out isn't a bad thing after all. 

 

The Upper World by Femi Fadugba (Penguin Random House Children's), ISBN: 9780241505618 

Esso is running out of time and into trouble. When he discovers he has the ability to see glimpses of 

the future, he becomes haunted by a vision of a bullet fired in an alleyway with devastating 

consequences. 



 
A generation later, fifteen-year-old Rhia is desperately searching for answers – and a catastrophic 

moment from the past holds the key to understanding the parents she never got to meet. 

Whether on the roads of South London or in the mysterious Upper World, Esso and Rhia's fates must 

collide. 

And when they do, a race against the clock will become a race against time itself… 

 

Love Radio by Ebony LaDelle (Usborne), ISBN: 9781801313452 

Prince Jones is passionate about music and romance, dishing out relationship advice on his Love 

Radio show. But his own love life is looking kind of quiet... until he meets Dani Ford. Dani isn't 

checking for anybody. She's focused on her plan to move to New York City to become a famous 

author and avoiding dealing with what happened at that party a few months ago. 

When the two meet, sparks fly – but Dani's not looking to get derailed. So she gives Prince just three 

dates to convince her that he's worth falling for… sometimes the best love story is the one you write 

yourself. 

 

Spin Me Right Round by David Valdes (Bloomsbury), ISBN: 9781526642196 

Meet Luis. He's out, he's proud... and, although he doesn't know it yet, he's about to travel back in 

time to save a closeted student called Chaz from a tragic end. All Luis Gonzalez really wants is to go 

to prom with his boyfriend. But when a hit on the head knocks him back in time to 1985, he finds 

himself in high school with his own parents and a whole lot of homophobia. It turns out a Christian 

school in the 1980s probably isn't the safest place to be a gay kid. Soon, Luis is in over his head trying 

to untangle the mess he's in, figure how to save Chaz... and somehow get home to his own time. 

 

The Stranded by Sarah Daniels (Penguin Random House Children’s), ISBN: 9780241507964 

Welcome to the Arcadia. Once a luxurious cruise ship, now it is home to the stranded. For forty 

years, they have lived, and died, on the water. A place of extreme haves and have-nots, gangs and 

make-shift shelters, its people are tyrannized by a country they can see but can't get to. A country 

that says it doesn't want them. 

Esther is a loyal citizen, working flat-out for a rare chance to live a life on land. Nik is a rebel, intent 

on liberating the Arcadia once and for all. Together, they will change the future... 

 

Not Here To Be Liked by Michelle Quach with Kevin Wada (Usborne), ISBN: 9781474989732 

Falling in love wasn't part of the plan. Eliza Quan fully expects to be voted the next editor-in-chief of 

her school paper. She works hard, she respects the facts, and she has the most experience. Len 

DiMartile is an injured star baseball player who seems to have joined the paper just to have 

something to do. 



 
Naturally, the staff picks Len to be their next leader. Because while they may respect Eliza, they 

don't particularly like her – but right now, Eliza is not here to be liked. She's here to win. But 

someone does like Eliza. A lot. Shame it's the boy standing in the way of her becoming editor-in-

chief... 


