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Jill Murphy is a wonderful storyteller and this book is loving and relatable with lots of humour. It will 

appeal to the whole family, including older children up to seven. There is plenty of opportunity for actions 

and props. Encourage your audience to join in, and tell the story together – it’s anything but peaceful!

The perfect storytelling space:
A circle of chairs or cushions will help your audience get in the story 
mood and focus on you. Turn background music off, tuck bags and 
snacks away. 

If you have a wide age range, it can be worth designating a nearby 
“quiet” room or hallway where grown-ups can take a crying baby. 
They usually settle down in a few minutes and then they can come 
back in without disrupting the story. 

It’s always good to encourage adults to sit alongside their children 
and join in with the story too. The more that the grown-ups join 
in, the more fun their kids will have. In this case, they will definitely 
relate to Mrs Large and some might be familiar with the book from 
their own childhood!

Before you start:
This book works beautifully for a themed story time where you 
ask the children to come in pyjamas and dressing gowns.

It’s nice to have some playful interaction before the formal start. 
I suggest having some “breakfast” type toys to make-believe with. 
This could be plastic plates and bowls, toy food or a children’s toy 
tea set. You could even have an empty cornflakes packet!

You may find putting the book on a music stand is easier than holding it. 
Even better, an assistant can sit beside you, hold the book, turn the pages 
and show it around to the audience. This will leave your hands free for 
actions and help you keep eye contact.

Opening: 
Begin with a strong “hello” and encourage everyone to wave and 
say hello back. You can repeat this several times – loudly, quietly, 
quickly, slowly, etc. This will get the group focused and listening.



You might want to sing a song about getting up in the morning; for example, “This Is the Way We Brush Our 
Teeth”. Then open the book and read the first page.

Actions: 
Take your time with the text on each page. You can pause, look at the funny 
details in the picture and ask the audience to join in with actions.

For example:
“‘The children were having breakfast. This was not a pleasant sight.’ Oh no, 
there’s an egg on the floor – I hope no one treads on it! That honey looks 
sticky. And look at the little one – what’s he doing? Shall we pretend to be 
eating cornflakes very messily? Nom-nom-nom-nom…” etc.

Channel your inner mime artist and invite everyone to pretend to butter toast, 
pour tea, tiptoe to the bathroom, climb the stairs, turn on taps and so on.

Joining in: 
“I want five minutes’ peace from you lot, that’s why.” Children find it easy to 
pick up or copy actions, so give them some to follow: “I want five [five fingers] 
minutes’ peace from you lot [point at them], THAT’S why [hands on hips].”

Props: 
Including multi-sensory props in your story time adds an extra dimension of fun; the secret is not to use 
too many. Below are some suggestions. You might want to choose your favourite.

1) Cornflakes. Crumpled-up balls of paper filling your empty cornflakes packet. These can be carelessly 
discharged around the room as if you were trying to put them in a bowl to eat and failing miserably. 
This will make the children laugh and they will enjoy collecting them up for you afterwards.

2) Bubble bath. You can use soap bubbles and ask the children to take turns blowing them. (I use a 
bubble wand, which is more efficient!) Be aware that bubbles can sometimes get children too excited! 
Another option is lovely-smelling bubble bath. Open it and give children and adults an opportunity to 
sniff it and say whether they like it or not.

3) The splashing bath 
water. You can use 
a large, silky piece of 
fabric. Blue organza 
is inexpensive and 
effective and can be 
bought by the metre. 
(I use three-metre 
lengths.) Get the 
audience to sit around 
the fabric and hold the 
edges like a parachute. 
They can bring it 
over their heads and 
put their hands or feet 
“under the water”. 
Be creative, but always 
keep safety in mind. 
Don’t let children get 
overexcited.
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Songs: 
Songs are a great way to get everyone listening and joining in. When Lester plays “Twinkle, Twinkle, 
Little Star” on the recorder, why not ask everyone to sing it? You could also sing a breakfast version of 
“Old MacDonald Had a Farm”: “Old MacDonald had some food, E-I-E-I-O. And for that food she had 
some toast, E-I-E-I-O. With a crunch-crunch here…”

“Sleeping Bunnies” is a very popular song. You can start or finish with “Sleeping Elephants”, which is 
the same except, instead of hopping, the elephants stomp. I like to finish the book with a happy song like 
“If You’re Happy and You Know It”, celebrating the warmth and love on every page of this classic book.
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