
 
 

1 
 

The Reading Agency’s booklist for adults - 

Escape with a Book 

 

Summer is a time when some go on travels, so this month we are looking for perfect books that can 

transport a reader somewhere else even if they’re not going away. On the list we have a fantasy 

book based on African history and mythology, a non-fiction book tracing the Ottoman Empire and a 

sizzling love story on a vacation to help transport you on some exciting journeys this summer. Tell us 

what you thought of any of the books on the list by tagging us on social media using #booklist and 

tagging @readingagency! 

 

All My Mothers by Joanna Glen (HarperCollins Publishers), ISBN: 9780008410629 

Meet Eva Martinez-Green, an only child full of questions about her beginnings. 

Between her emotionally absent mother and her physically absent father, there is nobody to answer 

them. Eva is convinced that all is not as it seems. Why are there no baby pictures of her? Why do her 

parents avoid all questions about her early years? 

When her parents' relationship crumbles, Eva begins a journey to find these answers for herself. Her 

desire to discover where she belongs leads Eva on a journey spanning decades and continents - and, 

along the way, she meets women who challenge her idea of what a mother should be, and who will 

change her life forever... 

 

Anahera by Vianne Max (Cranthorpe Millner Publishers), ISBN: 9781803780375 

We all imagine escaping into new worlds, but how challenging would it really be to survive? What if 

you were dragged through a gateway into a place filled with magic...and you had none? On 

Midsummer's Eve, Isabella Mackay finds herself pulled through the Anahera Gate into the 

archipelago of Hjaltland, a world of scented magic, chaotic storms and competing goddesses. Unable 
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to understand the language, ignorant of its cultures and completely devoid of magic, she struggles to 

find her own path to freedom and safety. Whether it is flying waka over storm-haunted mountains, 

riding giant, psychic cats across the Citadel rooftops or feeding tidbits to tiny, alcoholic dragons, she 

is determined to survive, to forge new alliances and thwart her oppressors. Will Isabella make her 

way through it, back to our world? And will she even want to? 

 

A Thing of Beauty: Travels in Mythical and Modern Greece by Peter Fiennes, (Oneworld 

Publications), ISBN: 9780861540617 

What do the Greek myths mean to us today? 

Peter Fiennes travels to the sites of some of the most famous Greek myths, on the trail of hope, 

beauty and a new way of seeing what we have done to our world. Fiennes walks through landscapes 

- stunning and spoiled - on the trail of dancing activists and Arcadian shepherds, finds the 'most 

beautiful beach in Greece', consults the Oracle, and loses himself in the cities, remote villages and 

ruins of this storied land. 

 

Black Leopard, Red Wolf by Marlon James (Penguin Books Ltd), ISBN: 9780241981856 

A fever-pitched combination of magic, myth and history, Black Leopard, Red Wolf is sure to convert 

the fantasy-agnostic with its complex tale of witches and shape shifting animals. Marlon James 

weaves a tapestry of breathtaking adventure through a world at once ancient and startlingly 

modern. And, against this exhilarating backdrop of magic and violence, he explores the 

fundamentals of truth, the limits of power, the excesses of ambition, and our need to understand 

them all. 

 

Build Your House Around My Body by Violet Kupersmith (Oneworld Publications), ISBN: 

9780861542147 

Two young Vietnamese women go missing decades apart. Both are fearless, both are lost. And both 

will have their revenge.  Barrelling through the sweaty nightclubs of Saigon to ramshackle zoos, 

colonial mansions and haunted forests, Violet Kupersmith's heart-pounding fever dream of a novel 

deftly combines Vietnamese history and folklore to create an immersive, playful, utterly 

unforgettable debut. 

 

Crazy Rich Asians by Kevin Kwan (Atlantic Books), ISBN: 9781782393320 

Kevin Kwan’s internationally bestselling debut is a delicious satirical rollercoaster ride amongst the 

super-rich of Singapore. Packed with humour, delicious drama and tantalising opulence, Crazy Rich 

Asians is a thoroughly entertaining portrait of beautiful, vulgar jetsetters wallowing in wealth and 

eccentricity. Uproarious, addictive, and filled with jaw-dropping opulence, Crazy Rich Asians is an 
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insider's look at the Asian jet set; a perfect depiction of the clash between old money and new 

money - and a fabulous novel about what it means to be young, in love, and gloriously, crazily rich. 

 

The Bread the Devil Knead by Lisa Allen-Agostini (Myriad Editions), ISBN: 9781912408993 

This is an engrossing and atmospheric novel with a strong feminist message at the heart of its page-

turning plot. It explores an abusive love-affair with searing honesty, and skilfully tackles the issue of 

gender violence and racism against the lush and heady backdrop of the national festival, and the 

music that feeds it. It’s impossible not to root for Alethea – she is an unforgettable heroine, trapped 

in ways she is only just beginning to understand but shining with strength, resolve and, ultimately, 

self-determination. 

 

His Only Wife by Peace Adzo Medie (Oneworld Publications), ISBN: 9780861541454 

Afi Tekple is a young seamstress living in a small town in Ghana with her widowed mother. Afi's 

future doesn't seem to hold much excitement. Until, that is, she is offered a life-changing 

opportunity - a proposal of marriage from the wealthy family of Elikem Ganyo. She barely knows 

Elikem, but that seems a small price to pay for a marriage that could offer her family financial 

security, as well as the key to the glitzy city lifestyle she's always wanted. But when Afi arrives in 

Accra, she realises that her fairy-tale ending might not be all that she'd hoped for. Now she must 

balance the often conflicting roles of wife, daughter, niece and sister-in-law, without losing sight of 

herself. 

 

One Italian Summer by Rebecca Serle (Quercus Publishing), ISBN: 9781529419467 

When Katy's mother dies, she is left reeling. Carol wasn't just Katy's mum, but her best friend and 

first phone call. She had all the answers and now, when Katy needs her the most, she is gone. To 

make matters worse, the mother-daughter trip of a lifetime looms: two weeks in Positano, the 

magical town where Carol spent the summer before she met Katy's father. Katy has been waiting 

years for Carol to take her, and now she is faced with embarking on the adventure alone. But as 

soon as she steps foot on the Amalfi Coast, Katy begins to feel her mother's spirit. Buoyed by the 

stunning waters, beautiful cliffsides, delightful residents, and - of course - delectable food, Katy feels 

herself coming back to life. And then Carol appears, healthy and sun-tanned... and thirty years old. 

Katy doesn't understand what is happening, or how - all she can focus on is that somehow, 

impossibly, she has her mother back. Over the course of one Italian summer, Katy gets to know 

Carol, not as her mother, but as the young woman who came before. 

 

The Ottomans: Khans, Caesars and Caliphs by Marc David Baer (John Murray Press), ISBN: 

9781473695702 

A timely refutation of the prevailing western narrative of the Ottoman Empire, Marc David Baer’s 

engaging and original new history explores the rich diversity, cultural legacy, ruthless ambition and 
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bloodthirsty rule of a world-changing dynasty from its roots to its demise. Radically retelling their 

remarkable story, The Ottomans is a magisterial, non-fiction portrait of a dynastic power, and the 

first to truly capture its cross-fertilisation between East and West. 

 

Tomb of Sand by Geetanjali Shree and translated by Daisy Rockwell (Tilted Axis Press), ISBN: 

9781911284611 

In northern India, an eighty-year-old woman slips into a deep depression at the death of her 

husband, then resurfaces to gain a new lease on life. Her determination to fly in the face of 

convention – including striking up a friendship with a hijra person – confuses her bohemian 

daughter, who is used to thinking of herself as the more 'modern' of the two. To her family’s 

consternation, Ma insists on travelling to Pakistan, simultaneously confronting the unresolved 

trauma of her teenage experiences of Partition, and re-evaluating what it means to be a mother, a 

daughter, a woman, a feminist. 

 

Two Nights in Lisbon by Chris Pavone (Head of Zeus), ISBN: 9781803287317 

A new wife is caught in a race against time to find her missing husband in this fast-paced, compulsive 

thriller of dirty politics and treacherous relationships. A complex, intelligent, multi-layered thriller, 

Two Nights in Lisbon is filled with twists, turns, husbands, wives, secrets and lies - and it will linger 

long after you turn the surprising final page. 

 

You Made a Fool of Death With Your Beauty by Akwaeke Emezi (Faber & Faber), ISBN: 

9780571372669 

It's the opportunity of a lifetime: Feyi is about to be given the chance to escape the City's blistering 

heat for a dream island holiday: poolside cocktails, beach sunsets, and elaborate meals. And as the 

sun goes down on her old life our heroine also might just be ready to open her heart to someone 

new. The only problem is, she's falling for the one man she absolutely can't have. 

 

You and Me on Vacation by Emily Henry (Penguin Books Ltd), ISBN: 9780241992234 

In this funny, tender and sizzling love story about two friends who take a holiday together every 

year, the bestselling author of Beach Read delivers another perfectly escapist treat, filled with 

loveable characters and sparkling wit. 

 


