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The Reading Agency’s booklist for Children and Young People - 

Escape with a Book 

 
As lots of people head off on their holidays, we will be looking for perfect books that can transport a 

reader somewhere else even if they’re not going away. From picking up plastic pollution on a 

Caribbean Island to rural Ireland to Memphis, we hope these stories can help transport children and 

young people on exciting journeys this summer. Tell us what you thought of any of the books on the 

list by tagging us on social media using #booklist and tagging @readingagency! 

Picture books and younger readers 

Clean Up by Dapo Adeola and Nathan Bryon (Penguin Random House Children's UK), ISBN: 

9780241345894 

Join Rocket as she sets sail on a brand-new mission - to save a Caribbean Island from plastic 

pollution! When Rocket goes on holiday to visit her grandparents, she's shocked by the pollution 

that's spoiling their island home and putting the local sea life at risk. Can she think of a way to save 

the day? Once more featuring the lovable Rocket, discover Bryon and Adeola's incredible follow-up 

to the award-winning Look Up!  

Luma and the Hiccupping Dragon by Leah Mohammed and Loretta Schauer (Welbeck Publishing 

Group), ISBN: 9781801300124 

Luma's best friend in the world is her pet Timir, who looks like a puppy most of the time... except 

when he turns into a baby dragon. Luma loves looking after cheeky Timir, but when he gets the 

hiccups, neither of them knows quite what to do. Nothing they try seems to help and it's not long 

before purple flame begins bursting from his nostrils. And that's not the only adventure ahead.  
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Pedro the Puerto Rican Parrot by Beverly Jatwani and Sawyer Cloud (New Frontier Publishing), 

ISBN: 9781912678389 

Pedro the Puerto Rican Parrot is the first book in the Together We Can Change the World series. 

Each book highlights a fundamental core value, whilst simultaneously encouraging children's 

responsibility towards Planet Earth. The books' protagonist are an endangered or threatened species 

from each continent. 

Princess Minna: The Enchanted Forest by Kirsty Applebaum and Sahar Haghgoo (Nosy Crow Ltd), 

ISBN: 9781788009539 

Princess Minna loves to sort out mix-ups and mishaps in the kingdom! In this full-colour, illustrated 

chapter book, join her on a funny, exciting adventure to wake a sleeping prince and much more - all 

in time for tea. In The Enchanted Forest, Princess Minna has to wake a sleeping prince before 

nightfall. But along the way, she finds a swan, an old lady and a very fluffy sheep - all of them in a fix! 

Can she help them and still reach the prince before sundown? Full of colourful illustrations, these 

short, funny stories are perfect for readers just moving on from picture books and visual readers. 

The Midnight Fair by Gideon Sterer and Mariachiara Di Giorgio (Walker Books Ltd), ISBN: 

9781406388312 

A spectacular, surreal and cinematic wordless picture book about the secret life of animals. Far from 

the city, but not quite in the countryside, lies a fairground. When night falls, and the fair is empty, 

something unexpected happens. Wild animals emerge from the trees, a brave raccoon pulls a lever, 

and the rollercoasters and rides explode back into bright, neon life. Now it's time for the woodland 

creatures to have some fun... 

The Story Thief by Graham Carter (Andersen Press Ltd), ISBN: 9781783448937 

A wonderfully imaginative and immersive tale about the magic of reading and the thrills of 

experiencing real adventure, The Story Thief sets bookworm Olive on the trail of a scoundrel who has 

stolen all the books in the town library. Olive is a shy girl who prefers reading about adventures to 

having them herself. But when a mysterious figure steals all of the books in town, Olive is forced 

straight into an adventure of her own. The thief, meanwhile, doesn't quite know what to do with the 

stories he's stolen. Olive must track down the thief and teach him the joys of reading - and sharing - 

stories. 

 

Middle grade 

Escape to the River Sea by Emma Carroll and Eva Ibbotson (Pan Macmillan), ISBN: 9781529062700 

Remaining true to the spirit of Eva Ibbotson's children's masterpiece Journey to the River Sea whilst 

infusing the places and characters with fresh vitality and purpose, the bestselling author of The 

Week at World's End spins a beguiling adventure set deep in the heart of the Amazon rainforest. 
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Maddy Yip's Guide to Holidays by Sue Cheung (Andersen Press Ltd), ISBN: 9781839131974 

Another side-splitting story packed with hilarious illustrations from Sue Cheung, winner of the 

Diverse Book Award. The Easter holidays are about to get a lot more exciting! Maddy and her best 

friend Dev have lucked out and are heading to the seaside where the brand-new roller coaster, the 

Mega Beast, is about to open. This will literally be life-changing! One problem: Maddy has to bring 

her annoying little brother Oli and her cheeky grandad Agung along for the weekend. With seaside 

hazards such as terrifying seagulls, stinky pickled eggs and a giant candyfloss-mad dog to deal with, 

will Maddy ever get to loop-the-loop on the best ride ever? 

Orla and the Wild Hunt by Anna Hoghton (Chicken House Ltd), ISBN: 9781912626113 

From the author of The Mask of Aribella comes a bewitching tale of magic and mystery set in rural 

Ireland, as a pair of siblings set off in search of their inexplicably vanished grandmother. The second 

novel by mesmerising middle-grade writer, Anna Hoghton. The novel follows two siblings in a quest 

to overcome their grief and find their missing gran - a tale brimming with peril, warmth and hope 

Incorporates real Irish mythology and folklore. 

Room To Dream by Kelly Yang (Knights Of Media), ISBN: 9781913311261 

Mia Tang is going for her dreams: 1. She's finally going on holiday to see her family - in China! 2. 

She's taking on the big motel next door. 3. She is sure that her plans to be a big write are about to 

reach the next level. But things around Mia are changing; in the town and even in her friendships... 

Can she and her motel survive? The third book in the bestselling Front Desk series by award-winning 

author Kelly Yang. 

Sherlock Bones and the Case of the Crown Jewels by Tim Collins and John Bigwood (Michael 

O'Mara Books Ltd), ISBN: 9781780557502 

When the crown jewels go missing from Kennel Palace, it's up to super-sleuth Sherlock Bones and his 

trusty sidekick Dr Catson to solve the crime. But with multiple suspects and a trail that's starting to 

run cold, will they be able to catch the culprit in time? The first book in a brand-new Sherlock Bones 

fiction series, this fun puzzle adventure contains over 30 games - such as mazes, search games and 

silhouette matches - that are woven into the action, so the reader can feel immersed in the exciting 

detective plot and help Bones and Catson solve the mystery. 

The Weather Weaver: A Weather Weaver Adventure by Tamsin Mori (UCLan Publishing), ISBN: 

9781912979455 

Visiting her granddad on Shetland, Stella befriends Tamar – an old woman with weather-controlling 

powers – in this dazzling story of friendship and responsibility, entwined with age-old island myths 

and magic. The Weather Weaver is essentially a Moana tale for Shetland; a coming-of-age story, 

intertwined with island myths and hidden magic. At its heart, the novel tackles the following themes: 

independence, the meaning of home, and the fallibility of grown-ups. 
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Young adult 

Finding Jupiter by Kelis Rowe and Rebecca Glendining (Walker Books Ltd), ISBN: 9781529500639 

What if Romeo & Juliet took place in Memphis in 2022? Ray has no time for romance. She's queen of 

the roller rink, she writes found poetry, and she's got her eyes set on her own independent future. 

Besides, she's seen what loving someone too much - and losing them - can do to a person. Orion, on 

the other hand, would like to be smooth with the girls. Just once. He looks like the jock his father 

wants him to be, but really, he's a hopeless romantic. When he spots Ray at the rink, it feels like the 

stars have aligned. But now it seems like something in their families' past will stand in their way, and 

cross their stars forever... 

Golden Boys by Phil Stamper (Bloomsbury Publishing PLC), ISBN: 9781526643841 

Written with compassion and real emotional heft, Stamper's thoughtful queer coming-of-age novel 

finds a group of friends standing on the brink of daunting new experiences. A sweet and compelling 

coming-of-age story that explores identity, the importance of found family and the complexities of 

falling for your best friend. 

Hurricane Summer by Asha Bromfield (Faber & Faber), ISBN: 9780571371624 

Tilla has spent her entire life trying to make her father love her. But every six months, he leaves their 

family and returns to his true home: the island of Jamaica. When Tilla's mother tells her she'll be 

spending the summer on the island, Tilla dreads the idea of seeing him again, but longs to discover 

what life in Jamaica has always held for him. In an unexpected turn of events, Tilla is forced to face 

the storm that unravels in her own life as she learns about the dark secrets that lie beyond the veil 

of paradise - all in the midst of an impending hurricane. Hurricane Summer is a powerful coming of 

age story that deals with colourism, classism, young love, the father-daughter dynamic--and what it 

means to discover your own voice in the centre of complete destruction. 

If You Still Recognise Me by Cynthia So (Little Tiger Press Group), ISBN: 9781788953443 

An epic, evocative queer romance that is also a heartfelt love letter to comics and storytelling, So's 

gorgeous debut about two girls separated by an ocean but united by their love for fanfiction. Elsie 

has a crush on Ada, the only person in the world who truly understands her. Unfortunately, they've 

never met in real life and Ada lives an ocean away. But Elsie has decided it's now or never to tell Ada 

how she feels. That is, until her long-lost best friend Joan walks back into her life. In a summer of 

repairing broken connections and building surprising new ones, Elsie realises that she isn't nearly as 

alone as she thought. But now she has a choice to make... 

Only on the Weekends by Dean Atta (Hachette Children's Group), ISBN: 9781444960563 

Fifteen-year-old Mack is a hopeless romantic - he blames the films he's grown up watching. He has 

liked Karim for as long as he can remember and is ecstatic when Karim becomes his boyfriend - it 

feels like love. But when Mack's dad gets a job on a film in Scotland, Mack has to move, and soon he 

discovers how painful love can be. It's horrible being so far away from Karim, but the worst part is 

that Karim doesn't make the effort to visit. Love shouldn't be only on the weekends. Then, when 
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Mack meets actor Finlay on a film set, he experiences something powerful, a feeling like love at first 

sight. How long until he tells Karim - and when will his old life and new life collide? 

The Summer I Turned Pretty by Jenny Han (Penguin Random House Children's UK), ISBN: 

9780241599198 

One girl. Two boys. And the summer that changed everything... Every year Isabel spends a perfect 

summer at her favourite place in the world - the Fisher family's beach house. It has everything a girl 

could want: a swimming pool, a private stretch of sandy beach... and two (very cute) boys: 

Unavailable, aloof Conrad - who she's been in love with forever. Friendly, relaxed Jeremiah - the only 

one who's ever really paid her any attention. But this year something is different. This year, the boys 

seem to really notice Isabel for the first time. It's going to be an amazing summer - and one she'll 

never forget... 


