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Look at the title of the book. 

Di s c u s s:  What word play is the author using? What does the phrase ‘Read Between the Lines’ mean?
 
Ac t i v i t y:  Find the origin of this phrase. The phrase is used figuratively today. What does figuratively 
mean? What is the opposite of ‘figuratively’? Make a list of synonyms for the phrase. 

‘Read between the lines’ is an idiom. 

Di s c u s s:   What is an idiom and why are they useful? 

Ac t i v i t y:  Can you find other idioms in the text? Write some popular idioms and then construe their 
real meaning.

Writing Style

The novel is written in alternating chapters from Ryan’s and Tommy’s point of view, in first person. 

Di s c u s s:   What is ‘first person’ narrative? What are the other types of narrative? What does first person 
narrative give you that other narratives might not? How is it restrictive? 

Ac t i v i t y:  Take a photocopy of the chapter called ‘Released’, starting on page 4. Using a highlighter, 
strip out everything that shows the reader what’s going on inside Tommy’s head, leaving just the action and 
dialogue. What difference does it make to your understanding of what’s going on? 

Re-read the first chapter, ‘New Arrival,’ beginning on page 1.  

Di s c u s s:How does Duffy make the chapter sound like ‘Ryan’ is talking? How does Duffy build the 
tension in the first chapter? What does the phrase ‘new arrival’ usually refer to? What do you learn about 
Ryan and his situation from the first chapter? 

Ryan’s chapters are written in a Geordie vernacular, eg. “we’re canny,” (Page 45) “Y’areet?” (Page 68)

Ac t i v i t y:  Find five examples in which Ryan’s language shows he is from Newcastle. 
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Di s c u s s:  Was it harder or easier to read Ryan’s chapters? Does it make him feel more ‘real’? 

Ac t i v i t y:  Write a first-person account of an event or incident in dialect. Which dialect have you 
chosen and why? What have you done to the language for this effect? Have you removed pronouns, 
changed vocabulary, spellings etc?

Reread chapter two, ‘Released’:

Di s c u s s:  Other than Ryan’s dialect, what else sets the two ‘voices’ apart? How would the book be 
different if you only heard one of the boys’ points of view? 

Language
‘Always give her the same answer.’ (Page 3)
‘Feel a bit bad.’ (Page 3)

Duffy is careful to use only vocabulary and elements of speech that the boys would know. He also makes 
the language simple and contracted. Look particularly at the lack of pronouns. 

Di s c u s s:  Why does Duffy do this? Do you like this style? Does it make it easier to read?

Ac t i v i t y:  What are the differences between the way the chapters are written and a diary entry? Write a 
comparison chart listing similarities and differences. 

‘Can feel me insides being squeezed like a damp towel.’ (Page 3)
‘Feel like a soldier in a trench that’s nowhere near deep enough, about to be shot in the head by a sniper.’ 
(Page 56)
‘thoughts crashing into each other, like dodgem cars.’ (Page 200)

Di s c u s s:  Look at the similes used by Tommy and Ryan. What do they tell you about each boy?

Ac t i v i t y:  Write a list of ten similes that would help someone to identify what sort of personality you 
have/what sort of life you lead.
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CHARACTERS

Ryan

‘They didn’t even bother asking me what I thought…My opinion, as usual, is worth less than an empty milk 
carton.’ (Page 1)

Di s c u s s:Ryan introduces himself through other people’s perception of him. What impression do you 
get of Ryan from the first chapter? 

‘Ignoring me, the way people do.’ (Page 34)
‘I’m used to being invisible.’ (Page 35)
‘Mam and Dad arguing like crazy, not caring if I heard. Not bothering to ask what I thought. As if I’m 
invisible.’ (Page 103)

Di s c u s s:  Why does Ryan think he’s invisible to others? Do you think he’s invisible? 

Ac t i v i t y:  Create a ‘STEAL’ chart for Ryan. Create columns and using the first three chapters fill in 
what Ryan ‘Says’, what he ‘Thinks, the ‘Effect’ on others, his ‘Actions’ or behaviour, and his ‘Looks’. 

‘“Can we gan for a drink?” asks Ryan, looking at the pub.’ (Page 55)
‘“Can you help me get a fake ID?”’ (Page 55)
‘“I want people to think there’s more to me than high marks.”’ (Page 69)

Di s c u s s:  Ryan says he wants to do exciting things. Do you believe him? 

Ac t i v i t y:  Create Ryan’s social media page (Facebook, Insta, Snap). How much of it would show the 
real Ryan and how much ‘filtered’?

‘I’ve had a music stand, a harmonica, a leather bookmark, a tuning fork, a mirror, the story of the Trans-
Siberian Railway, and an owl paperweight.’ (Page 184)

Di s c u s s:  What do Ryan’s past Christmas presents say about him as a character?

Read page 185. 
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Di s c u s s:  What does Ryan receive this year? Why does he think his presents are better this year?

Ac t i v i t y:  Which Christmas presents have you been grateful for? Write a thank you note from Ryan 
to his mam for his Christmas presents. Now write a diary entry for Christmas night describing how Ryan 
feels. Compare the two pieces of writing. 

Tommy

Re-read the chapter ‘Released’ on page 4. 

Di s c u s s:What does, ‘It’s over. Finally, over.’ (Page 4) say about Tommy’s emotions?

‘Don’t know why she’s made such an effort. It’s only me.'’ (Page 4)
‘Deserve to be punched in the face’ (Page 5) 
‘“Ryan is a very bright, talented, hard-working young man,” says Mum, as if I’m none of those things.’ (Page 
7)

Di s c u s s:  Does Tommy have low self-esteem? What is self-esteem? 

Ac t i v i t y:  Write a list of things that might give people low self-esteem. One way to overcome this, is to 
think of all someone’s positive attributes. Write a list of all the positive things about you.

Ac t i v i t y:  Using the book up to page 40 only, write a letter to an agony aunt from Tommy’s point 
of view outlining what you feel is wrong with his life. And now write a reply, giving solutions and ways 
forward. 

Read the Chapter ‘Arrested’ starting on page 15. 

Di s c u s s:  What is Tommy’s reaction on returning home from prison to his room? What do we learn 
about his character from his room? And from his description of his arrest?

Ac t i v i t y:  Write a description of your room. What’s in it that shows your personality/character?
Some of what the reader learns about each character is through their own eyes. However, Tommy and Ryan 
are described more through others’ eyes than through their own.
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Tommy’s view of Ryan:

‘Housemate number two is standing further back, grinning at his shoes.’ (Page 6) 

Read this first meeting between Tommy and Ryan in the chapter, ‘Released’. 

Di s c u s s:   Why does Tommy think ‘One-nil to Tommy’ (Page 8)? What does Tommy get right about 
Ryan from his first impression of him? 

‘Wish I was more like Piano Man, with his predicted grade nines, his highly polished shoes and his glowing 
reports.’ (Page 54)

‘Ryan thinks life is a game. Where no one gets hurt.’ (Page 55)

Di s c u s s:  Is Tommy right to envy Ryan’s life and outlook? 

Ac t i v i t y:  Take half an hour on a busy high street. Sketch some first impressions of the people there. 
What impression do you get from the way they look, the way they move and behave? Compare your results 
with a classmate.

Ryan’s and others’ view of Tommy:

‘But Tommy does what Tommy wants.’ (Page 33)

Di s c u s s:  Is this true?

‘Tommy has the cool gene. Laid back, nonchalant, couldn’t care less’ (Page 32)
‘I feel taller just being with him.’ (Page 33)
‘Only Tommy could go to a school where he doesn’t know anyone. And know someone.’ (Page 34)
‘Company like that we can do without. A miscreant.’ (Page 53)
‘He’s toxic. I want you to stay away from him. Do you hear me?’ (Page 53)

Di s c u s s:  What reputation precedes Tommy’s appearance at school? What do adults think about 
Tommy? Why is this? Does it differ from his peers? Are there any ‘impressions’ in common?

‘If you look like a victim, you become one.’ (Page 36)
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‘Stand tall, be strong, even if your insides have turned to custard.’ (Page 36)

Di s c u s s:  Read the passage on page 36. How does Tommy present himself ? Why? 

Ac t i v i t y:  Draw two columns exploring what his peers, and then other adults, think of Tommy, and 
what Tommy thinks about his own actions and himself. Use evidence from the text. Where does the truth 
lie? 

‘Tommy’s so cool and confident, I assumed he be amazing at reading.’ (Page 61)
‘A different Tommy from the one I knew yesterday.’ (Page 62)

Di s c u s s:  Does Ryan ‘know’ Tommy? At what point in the book do you think Ryan really does know 
the ‘real’ Tommy?

Ac t i v i t y:  Write about an experience in which you portrayed a different self rather than the true you. 
Do you project a different impression depending on who you’re with or where you are? 

MOTHER RELATIONSHIPS

Both Ryan and Tommy have strong relationships with their mothers. 

Ryan and his mam

‘“Hi, Ry,” she says, with a grin almost too big for me phone.’ (Page 50)
‘Got a text from Mam last night asking how me schoolwork was gannin’. As if that’s all I am, a study 
machine.’ (Page 75)

Ryan’s first few conversations with his mam are via a screen or by text. 

Di s c u s s:  What difference does it make talking to someone on a screen rather than face-to-face? Or on 
text rather than in person?

‘But just because I hear you, doesn’t mean I have to obey you.’ (Page 53)
‘But I can’t ignore her for ever. She’s me mam.’ (Page 145)
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Di s c u s s:  Is Ryan and his mother’s relationship easier or more difficult because they don’t live together?
‘They’re tears of sadness. 
For Mam.’ (Page 121-122)

Read the chapter named Repercussions on page 120. 

Di s c u s s:  How does Ryan feel about the upcoming marriage? What impact does it have on his feelings 
about his mam, his Dad, Tommy? 

Ac t i v i t y:  Write a letter from Ryan to his mother telling her that his Dad is getting remarried. ‘The one 
who was always there, even when I didn’t need her to be.’ (Page 25)

Di s c u s s:  What does Ryan mean by this? 

‘Want her to like him. Need her to like him.’ (Page 163)

Di s c u s s:  Why does Ryan’s mam think so badly of Tommy? Why does Ryan need her to like him? 

‘Mam leans across and hugs me tight. For way too long. I used to love her hugging me. Now it feels different. 
Like she wants to own me.’ (Page 165)

‘I need us to have a proper relationship. Not this pretend one we’ve been having.’ (Page 240)

Di s c u s s:What does Ryan mean by that? 

Ac t i v i t y:  Look at the Chapter ‘Mam’s surprise’ on page 161. Roleplay the scene between Ryan and his 
mam. Think about what isn’t said out loud and how you can portray this. Now create emoji signs and hold 

up an emotion to fit how a character is feeling during the conversation.  

Tommy and Naomi

‘She’s made an extra-large effort for the new arrival.’ (Page 2)

Di s c u s s:  Why has Tommy’s Mum made an effort? What does it say about how she feels about Tommy 
and the situation? 
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‘Until then, I need to stay out of trouble. For me. For Mum.’ (Page 37)
‘Right now, Mum’s all I need.’ (Page 47)
‘The person I feel most sorry for is Mum.’ (Page 87)
‘“I’m proud of you, Tommy.”
Although doesn’t seem a big deal to me.’ (Page 108)
‘All I’ve given Mum is grief. Now I need to make her happy, make her proud.’ (Page 124)

Di s c u s s:  What is Tommy’s relationship with his mother? How is it different from Ryan’s with his 
mother? Give reasons for your answers. 

Ac t i v i t y:  With a partner, write a series of letters to and from Tommy’s mother during his time in 
prison. Does he express remorse? Does she express forgiveness? 

‘My fury is like a bomb I’m constructing day by day, waiting for the moment to detonate and shatter her life, 
the way she’s shattered mine.’ (Page 192)
‘But I am still her son. The one who tipped a ton of pain on top of her.’ (Page 192)
‘Thought I knew my Mum. Turns out I never knew her at all.’ (Page 193)
‘Because I wanted to make her happy for once.’ (Page 200)

Di s c u s s:  How does Tommy’s relationship with his mother change over the course of the novel? 

Di s c u s s:  Who is the most important person in your life? 

Ac t i v i t y:  Compile a profile of them – you may wish to write about their personality or a special 
moment together. Perhaps, like Tommy, you might feel it is easier to draw them? 

Compare the two boys’ relationships with their mothers. 

Di s c u s s:  What are the good and bad elements of the relationships? Do you feel Ryan or Tommy has a 
better relationship with his mother? Give your reasons. You may wish to have a class debate about this.
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SIBLINGS

‘Could have said how he wouldn’t listen to my instructions. Was trying things way beyond him. Refused to 
wear a helmet. But kept my mouth shut. Like all good criminals.’ (Page 46)
‘“You and I will get through this.”
“What makes you think that?”
“We’re brothers.”’ (Page 237)

Di s c u s s:  Do you think Tommy keeping his mouth shut is being a ‘good criminal’ or is he just being a 
good brother? 

‘Being there for someone is the best thing you can do.’ (Page 247)

Di s c u s s:  Do you agree? 

Ac t i v i t y:  Create a simple obstacle course, and in pairs have one partner guide their blindfolded 
partner through the course. Now analyse what worked well between successful pairs, including level of 
trust, truthfulness, clarity etc. 

Ac t i v i t y:  Write a recipe for a good sibling. 

THEMES

Blended Families

‘She is Dad’s girlfriend. He’s way too old to have one of those. The term should cease to apply after fifty. She’s 
not a girl and is far more than a friend.’ (Page 2)
‘Don’t think Dad’s little chat with Tommy is going as well as he’d hoped. Bit like me and Three Syllable 
Naomi.’ (Page 41)
‘“Don’t take orders from you. You’re not my dad.”’ (Page 46)
‘Always thought I was missing out not having two parents. Now I look at Ryan I’m not so sure. Stuck in the 
middle of a conflict that goes on and on and on.’ (Page 167)
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Di s c u s s:  What are the issues in this particular blended family? Are they resolved by the end? 

Ac t i v i t y:  If your family was a song or movie, what would it be and why? Write your answers in a short 
paragraph. 

Ac t i v i t y:  Write an acrostic poem about your family using your surname or the word ‘family’. Which 
words define your family?

‘“But if you make her happy, you make me happy.”’ (Page 134)
‘“Everything’s going to be fine, Tommy. Trust me.”’ (Page 136)

Di s c u s s:  What do you think of Tommy’s interrogation of Mark? 

Ac t i v i t y:  What are Tommy and Mark’s shared goals and interests? Draw a Venn diagram showing 
what they have in common and what is different.

Emotions

‘I’m 45 per cent scared, 45 per cent excited. The other 10 per cent is confusion.’ (Page 1)

Di s c u s s:  Is this a powerful opening line? 

Ac t i v i t y:  Can you divide how you are feeling now into percentages? Now choose a moment in which 
you were facing a new challenge. How did the percentage of emotions work then? 

Read the chapter titled ‘Headmaster’ on page 26. 

Di s c u s s:  Which emotions does Tommy feel in this chapter? How do you know?

Ac t i v i t y:  Write a list of emotions and then an action that might produce that emotion. Eg. Going 
to see your Headmaster after doing something wrong might produce the emotions of apprehension, fear, 
worry, remorse. Roleplay the scene in the chapter Headmaster. Now ‘hot seat’ each character. How does 
Tommy feel? How does Naomi feel? How does the Headmaster feel? 

Ac t i v i t y:  If the character expresses a negative emotion, can you think of ways to relieve that emotion? 
Create a guide to dealing with negative emotions. How can you make someone feel better about their 
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negative emotions?

‘Fear. Anger. Disgust. Sadness. Shame. The jackpot of bad emotions.’ (Page 19)

Di s c u s s:Tommy sees a mix of emotions on his mother’s face. Which emotions do you think he feels in 
this moment? Why has the author chosen to describe Naomi’s emotions rather than Tommy’s here? 

Ac t i v i t y:  Name as many emotions as you can and split them into good and bad. Attribute colours to 
them. Are some emotions easier to distinguish than others? 

Di s c u s s:  Can what you’ve labelled as a negative emotion ever be good? 

Ac t i v i t y:  Now think of a situation in which you have layers or mixture of emotions. Perhaps anger 
comes from fear? Create an abstract painting using the colours you have attributed to those emotions. You 
may want to blend the colours. Do others understand which emotions your painting is exploring?  

‘I know I’ve got a temper. Need to keep it buried deeper than radioactive waste.’ (Page 37)
‘Still looks like he wants to kill someone.’ (Page 60)
‘I guess anger is a gatecrasher that turns up whenever it likes.’ (Page 208)

Di s c u s s:  How can anger manifest in a bad way? Is there a good way in which anger can be expressed? 
Look at each quotation in context. Which other emotions does Tommy’s anger disguise? Does Tommy 
manage his anger?

Sometimes our emotions are expressed through body language:
‘sweat-inducing, leg-bouncing, hand-shaking horror.’ (Page 63)
‘Tommy looks twitchy, walking around in little circles, blowing out clouds of air.’ (Page 75)
‘“Get sweaty. Heart goes insane. Mouth dries up. Can’t breathe. Like I’m falling apart.”’ (Page 141)

Ac t i v i t y:  Draw an outline of a human body. Now label parts of the body with where we might express 
emotions, how and what the emotions are.

Sometimes we find it hard to express emotions:
‘Mark looks at Mum with an expression that’s hard to read. Anger. Sadness. Disappointment.’ (Page 65)
‘Try to read Ryan’s face. It’s telling me one thing. Something bad is going on in there.’ (Page 166)
‘His face is impossible to read. Anger/sadness/disappointment/confusion/contempt (delete as appropriate).’ 
(Page 217)
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Di s c u s s:  It is always appropriate to express emotion? 

Ac t i v i t y:  Keep an emotions diary. Record your emotions during a week, when you expressed them, 
when you didn’t. You might also like to record a diary of how you perceive other people’s emotions. 

‘“Well you’re pretty good at art.”’ (Page 174)

Ac t i v i t y:  Tommy is good at art and expresses himself though this media. He draws little pictures 
around his wedding reading to keep himself calm. Write a poem about your emotions and illustrate it. 

Dyslexia

Read the opening pages of the book, ‘Fr peeopl with dylxeisa…’ 

Di s c u s s:  Can you decipher what this paragraph means? Is it hard to read? 

Look at the chapter headings throughout the novel, not on the contents page. 

Di s c u s s:  Can you make sense of what they mean, even though the letters are jumbled? Why is this? 

Ac t i v i t y:   Write some more jumbled up words or sentences and see if your friends can read them. Are 
some words harder to decipher than others? 

Read ‘The story behind the story’ on page 279.

Ac t i v i t y:  Find out about a famous person who is dyslexic. Have they written or spoken about how 
they managed success despite their dyslexia? Create a presentation to explore who they are and their story. 
Read up to the chapter ‘Dyslexia’ on page 70.

Di s c u s s:  What do you know about dyslexia so far from the novel? Were you surprised to learn that 
Ryan was also dyslexic (see page 69).

Read chapter ‘Haycliffe Primary School’ on page 127.

Ac t i v i t y:  Make a list of the advice that Mrs Hollings gives about helping someone with dyslexia. Compare 
the list with things that the famous person you wrote about found useful in dealing with their dyslexia. 
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Find what Ryan does to make Tommy’s wedding reading easier on page 176. 

Di s c u s s:  Would any of these tools help you if you had to do a public reading? What would make you 
nervous about reading in public. 

Ac t i v i t y:  Write about an experience of reading or performing in public. Was it a success? How did you 
feel before, during and afterwards?
 

Secrets and Lies

‘When truth is replaced by silence, the silence is a lie’ Yevgeny Yevtushenko

Di s c u s s:   Why does Duffy use this quotation at the beginning of the novel? Do you agree with the 
statement?

Secrets

‘Help is something I’ve never asked of anyone. It’s a sign of weakness.’ (Page 54)
‘None of this would have happened if Tommy had owned up to his reading problem and got it fixed.’ (Page 
67)
‘Top marks for art and PE. The rest of the time was taken up by my behaviour.’ (Page 71-72)
‘I keep reminding him not to tell Mum or Mark I’ve got extra tuition.’ (Page 72)
‘Wanted to keep it secret. For life.’ (Page 125)
‘I’ve never liked to ask for help. Only weak people do that.’ (Page 125)
‘Can tell Tommy’s finding this hard, but the good news is he’s talking. Like when you go to the doctors. You’ve 
got to tell them stuff, no matter how embarrassing. Or you might die.’ (Page 141)

Di s c u s s:  Why do you think Tommy kept his dyslexia a secret from everyone? Why does he let Ryan 
help him? Why is it good to be open about problems or issues you are having?

Ac t i v i t y:  Draw a comic strip of Tommy sharing his problem with a teacher or his mother. How do 
they react? What will you put in speech bubbles and what in thought bubbles? Is the person listening to 
the problem sympathetic? What advice/comfort/solutions would they offer?

‘“Omerta,” I say, closing an imaginary zip across me lips.’ (Page 68)
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‘“It’s a code of silence in the Mafia.”’ (Page 68)

Di s c u s s:  Why do Ryan and Tommy keep the secret of Tommy’s reading problem from their parents? 
Does their joint code of silence have any positive outcomes? 

‘But typical Tommy, I kept my mouth shut…How come I can’t talk to my Mum, the person I’ve known longer 
than anyone? Maybe we’re both too good at keeping secrets.’ (Page 208)

Ac t i v i t y:  Sometimes it is easier to talk to someone not close to you about problems you are having. 
Can you create a list of people that you might be able to approach if you had a problem? 

‘That’s why you got thrown out of those schools, isn’t it? It wasn’t bad behaviour. It was because you struggled 
to read or write.’ (Page 244)

Di s c u s s:  Is there a point at which Tommy’s secret becomes a lie? 

Lies

‘Lyin’ Ryan. 
That’s what I’ll call him from now on. He told me he could drive.’ (Page 104)

Di s c u s s:  Why does Ryan lie to Tommy? Does he lie to him often in the book? Does Tommy lie often in 
the book? 

Ac t i v i t y:  In groups, play the game ‘two truths and a lie’. Stimulate discussion about how it feels to tell a 
lie, and how easy it is to decipher when someone is lying. 

Read the Chapter ‘Tommy’s licence’ on page 156.

‘“I don’t want any more secrets, Tommy.”
“I’m not hiding anything, Mum. I promise.”’ (Page 158-159)

Di s c u s s:  Does Tommy mainly lie to Mrs Brighton or just keep things hidden? 

Tommy calls Mrs Brighton ‘A human lie-detector.’ (Page 160)
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Di s c u s s:  What are Tommy’s motivations for lying to Mrs Brighton about seeing the other gang 
members? What would you do? Why does he call her a human lie-detector? 

‘Know what I did was wrong. Know what I did was right.’ (Page 239)

Ryan lies to his mam about the date of the wedding. 

Ac t i v i t y:  Set up a student debate. One half should argue that it is never okay to lie, the other that 
sometimes lies are justified. Think about Ryan and Tommy’s use of lies. Give evidence in the debate from 
the book.

‘“Mam, are you ever going to stop this…hating.”
“When you’ve been lied to as much as I have, Ryan, it comes easy.”’ (Page 164)

Di s c u s s:  Is lying easy? Think about five situations in which you may have told a lie or a white lie. Was it 
easy? Rate each situation in easiness from 0-10. Analyse why it is easier to tell some lies than others. 

‘“What on earth’s up with you, Tommy?” she says, touching my arm.
“Nothing.”
“Doesn’t look like nothing.”
“Just tired.”
Of your lies.’ (Page 192-193)

Di s c u s s:  Why doesn’t Duffy reveal what Tommy found in the loft at this point in the novel? What did 
you think Tommy had found when you first read the book? 

Ac t i v i t y:  Write a diary entry as if you are Tommy after searching through the loft.  

Read pages 228-237

‘She carried her lie for seventeen years. Can I ever trust her again?’ (Page 236)

Di s c u s s:   How does a person gain or lose trust? 

‘Mark gets A-star for lying. But then he’s had plenty of practice.’ (Page 237)
‘The longer it went on the harder it became to admit it.’ (Page 243)



TEACHER RESOURCES

12 May 2022 • 9781800241701    

£12.99 • Hardback • 12+ years  •   

eBook available

D
E

S
IG

N
 B

Y
 G

R
A

Y
3

1
8

Di s c u s s:   When does a lie become a secret? Do you agree that the longer a lie goes on, the harder it is to 
tell the truth?

Ac t i v i t y:  Using pages 228-237, write a screenplay or stage play of the action. Which stage instructions 
or camera direction will you give? 

Di s c u s s:  How would the book have been different if Mark had revealed who he really was when 
Tommy first came out of prison?

Ac t i v i t y:  Rewrite the chapter ‘The Lunch’ on page 10 at the beginning of the book as if Mark and 
Naomi had revealed the whole truth then. 

Guilt and Forgiveness

‘My big mistake’ (Page 6)
‘“That’s my new name now, is it…Mistake?”’ (Page 232)
‘Must have given you the wrong date. By mistake.’
‘“Mistake, my bum. You did it deliberately,” she screams.’ (Page 238)

Di s c u s s:  Look at the use of the word ‘mistake’ in the novel. Who makes the biggest mistakes? 

‘Mum takes my hand. Can’t remember when she last did that. Though she must have done once. When I was 
little. And innocent.’ (Page 5)
‘“What?” exclaims Ryan, “so while I’m at state school, he goes to private school.” 
“That’s what guilt does to you, Ryan.”
Neither Mark nor Mum correct me.’ (Page 234)

Di s c u s s:  What does Tommy mean by that?  What does guilt make you do?  

‘“I felt so much guilt at the way things worked out.”’ (Page 236) 
“We all do things we regret.”
Don’t we just.
She forgave me for what I did. Can I ever forgive her?’ (Page 250)
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Di s c u s s:  Does the fact that Mark and Naomi have lied and been guilty of hiding a secret make Tommy 
feel better for his transgressions? 

Ac t i v i t y:  Complete these sentences:

Forgiveness is important because…
Forgiveness is difficult because
I do/do not think you can always forgive because….

Ac t i v i t y:  Think of a scenario in which somebody hurt your feelings. Did you forgive them? How long 
after the event did you forgive them? How did it make you feel? 

Rehabilitation

‘Want to tell them a single bad decision doesn’t make you bad…Once a wrong ‘un, always a wrong ‘un’ (Page 
36)
‘That’s been my number-one exam question. Tommy Cavendish, what on earth were you thinking? Came 
up with a few suggestions. The buzz. The money. The friendship. The danger. Not sure any of them are right?’ 
(Page 39)

Di s c u s s:  Can you think of a scenario in which you’ve made a bad choice knowingly? What were your 
motivations? Why would you make a different choice next time?  

‘Leopards and spots. Leopards and spots.’ (Page 40)

Di s c u s s:  What does Tommy mean by this? What does the full phrase mean? It’s another idiom. Do you 
think it’s correct – can people change? 

‘But I made a promise to myself in Feltham.
This is the one and only time you are coming here.
People say I’ll be back. As if it’s inevitable. Like gravity.’ (Page 54)
‘“I told you he’d be a bad influence and I’ve been proven right.”’ (Page 101)
Ryan’s mam says: ‘“Seventy-five per cent of juvenile offenders re-offend.”’ (Page 102) 

Research whether this is true. What is the real number? 
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‘She’s like the others. Thinks I might do it again.’ (Page 158)

Di s c u s s:  What is prison for? What are the pros and cons of prisons? Why do you think offenders 
might re-offend?

Ac t i v i t y:Are prisons more for rehabilitation or for punishment? Write down your reasons.

‘Not sure I want to keep studying. Read somewhere there are no jobs anyway. At least, not for people like me. 
Might as well leave the country. That would make everyone happy…Their worlds would be so much better 
without me there.’ (Page 158)

Di s c u s s:  What could you say to convince Tommy otherwise? What motivates people to seek a better 
future for themselves?

Ac t i v i t y:  Create a list of all your accomplishments and achievements to date. 
Now create a vision board or collage of hopes and inspiration for the future. You may wish to tear pictures 
out of newspapers and magazines or print from the Internet to do this.
Create a goal ladder, with a ‘goal’ and ‘action to achieve it’ for each rung, with your dream at the top.

The role of story

‘Hearing about six lads who go off the rails. A bit like my story, except these lads live on a desert island. It’s 
called Lord of the Flies.’ (Page 166)
‘Go through about a book a week, and if the story’s a good one, I can totally forget about those two 
downstairs, and what they did.’ (Page 263)

Di s c u s s:  What does it mean ‘a bit like my story.’ Can we learn about our own circumstances by reading 
stories? Or are stories about escapism?

Read Shakespeare’s Sonnet 116 on page 169-170

Di s c u s s:  What are your impressions? What do you think it means? Why do you think people choose 
readings at events such as weddings? 

Read the Sonnet that Tommy recites to Alice on page 268. 
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Ac t i v i t y:  Compare the two sonnets in the story. Which do you prefer? Are they saying different 
things? 

Fu rt h e r r e A D i n g

Sofa Surfer by Malcolm Duffy
Me Mam. Me Dad. Me. by Malcolm Dufffy
Unboxed by Non Pratt
Rat by Patrice Lawrence
Lightning Chase Me Home by Amber Lee Dodd
Brock, Rook and Lark by Anthony McGowan
Ella on the Outside by Cath Howe
The Boy Who Steals Houses by CG Drews
Being Billy by Phil Earle
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