
 
 

The Reading Agency’s booklist for Children and Young People 
Friendship 

Tell us what you thought of any of the books on the list by tagging us on social media 
(@readingagency)! 

 

 

 

Picture books 

Just Being Ted by Lisa Sheehan (Buster Books) 

ISBN: 978-1780557021 

Ted the dragon lives all alone in a big house, deep in the woods. He LOVES making things, spending 
his days baking cakes, painting pictures and creating costumes. There’s just one problem: he doesn’t 
have anyone to share his amazing creations with. 

 



 
 
Hello Friend! By Rebecca Cobb (Macmillan)  

ISBN: 9781447250524  

Hello Friend! tells the story of one big-hearted and enthusiastic little girl who is insistent on making 
friends with a certain little boy. And why wouldn't he want to be friends with her? She's very good at 
sharing – even if it's a sandwich that he doesn't like. And she's certain that playing outside is their 
favourite thing to do, even if he is not so sure. But while he doesn't seem keen on many of the things 
that she loves to do, there is one thing he's very keen on after all . . . being friends. 

 

Lionel and Me by Corinne Fenton and illustrated by Tracie Grimwood (New Frontier) 

ISBN: 9781913639884  

When Lionel arrives, Maverick is unimpressed. Is there enough love to go around for the two of 
them? A heart-warming book that celebrates inclusion and friendship. 

 

The Boy with Flowers in His Hair by Jarvis (Walker)  

ISBN: 9781406392517 

David is the boy with flowers in his hair. He’s sweet and gentle, just like his petals. But when David’s 
flowers begin to fall – a single petal at first, then every last blossom – his best friend never leaves his 
side. And through kindness and creativity, he even finds a way to give David his colour back… 

 

Frank and Bert by Chris Naylor-Ballesteros (Nosy Crow) 

ISBN: 9781788008419    

Frank and Bert are the best of friends and they LOVE to play hide and seek. But Bert the bear isn’t 
quite as good at hiding as he thinks he is … and Frank ALWAYS wins! Every. Single. Time.  

But when it’s Bert’s turn to hide, and Frank has to decide between winning again OR making his 
friend happy, Frank learns that friendship is always the true winner.  

 

 

 

 



 
 
Middle grade 

Make Friends Break Friends by Julia Jarman (Andersen) 
ISBN: 9781849395090 

Daisy has two best friends, Phoebe and Erika, but they don't get on. Erika thinks Phoebe's feeble and 
Phoebe thinks Erika's a bully. 
 
Daisy has a plan to get her two best friends to like each other, but suddenly everyone is against her! 
Then the three girls have to spend a night together in a spooky old mill . . . 

 
Jummy at the River School by Sabine Adeyinka (Chicken House) 
ISBN: 9781913696047  

Jummy has won a place at the River School, the finest girls’ boarding school in Nigeria. 
Nothing can dampen her spirits, not even when she learns that her less fortunate best friend Caro 
won’t be joining her. By the Shine-Shine River, school is everything Jummy dreamt of, with friendly 
new girls, midnight feasts and sporting prizes. But when Caro suddenly arrives at the school to work, 
not to learn, Jummy must bring all her friends together to help ... 
 
TrooFriend by Kirsty Applebaum (Nosy Crow) 

ISBN: 9781788003476 9 

Imagine having the perfect friend, one who never steals, lies or bullies. 
Now you can, with the TrooFriend 560, the latest in artificial intelligence! What can go wrong with a 
robot buddy? Especially one that's developing human characteristics and feelings, and who has just 
run away with her human? 
 
The Last Bear by Hannah Gold (Harper Collins) 

ISBN: 978-0008411312  
There are no polar bears left on Bear Island… 
At least, that’s what April’s father tells her when his scientific research takes them to this remote 
Arctic outpost for six months. But one endless summer night, April meets one. He is starving, lonely 
and a long way from home. Determined to save him, April begins the most important journey of her 
life… 
 
The Wild Way Home by Sophie Kirtley (Bloomsbury) 
ISBN: 9781526616289 
When Charlie's longed-for brother is born with a serious heart condition, Charlie's world is turned 
upside down. Upset and afraid, Charlie flees the hospital and makes for the ancient forest on the 



 
 
edge of town. There Charlie finds a boy floating face-down in the stream, injured, but alive. But 
when Charlie sets off back to the hospital to fetch help, it seems the forest has changed. It's become 
a place as strange and wild as the boy dressed in deerskins. For Charlie has unwittingly fled into the 
Stone Age, with no way to help the boy or return to the present day. Or is there? 
 
What follows is a wild, big-hearted adventure as Charlie and the Stone Age boy set out together to 
find what they have lost - their courage, their hope, their family and their way home. 
 

Young adult 

Empress & Aniya by Candice-Carty Williams (Knights Of) 

ISBN: 978-1913311100 

When Empress starts at Aniya's school, they're not exactly best friends. But, when the two teenage 
girls accidentally cast a spell on their 16th birthday and end up switching bodies, they quickly learn 
that friendship is the most important magic of all. South London's answer to 'Freaky Friday', Empress 
and Aniya is a moving portrayal of the importance of real friendship and the ups and downs of being 
a teenager. 

 

Word Nerd by Susin Nielsen (Andersen) 

ISBN: 9781783444601 

Ambrose Bukowski is a twelve-year-old with a talent for mismatching his clothes, for saying 
the wrong thing at the worst possible time, and for words. In short, he's a self-described 
nerd. Making friends is especially hard because he and his overprotective mother, Irene, have 
had to move so often. And when bullies at his latest school almost kill him by deliberately 
slipping a peanut into his sandwich to set off his allergy, it's his mother who has the extreme 
reaction. From now on, Ambrose has to be home-schooled. Then Ambrose strikes up an 
unlikely friendship with the landlord's son, Cosmo, an ex-con who's been in prison. They have 
nothing in common except for Scrabble. But a small deception grows out of control when 
Ambrose convinces a reluctant Cosmo to take him to a Scrabble club. Could this spell disaster 
for Ambrose? 

 

The Revelry by Katherine Webber (Walker) 

ISBN: 9781406388442  



 
 
Growing up in Ember Grove, Bitsy Clark knows better than to break the rules around the Revelry, 
the mysterious end-of-year party in the woods. So when her best friend, Amy, persuades her to 
sneak in, Bitsy is full of misgivings. 

Misgivings that she should have listened to, because it’s after the Revelry that Bitsy’s luck turns and 
her life starts to unravel. For Amy it’s the opposite, as if she’s been blessed with good fortune. 

Soon Bitsy is convinced that the Revelry has tied the two friends together in a curse that only she 
can break… 

 

Three Girls by Katie Clapham (UCLan) 

ISBN: 978-1-912979-80-6 

Their school may be making them pose together for photos - but Minnie, Lena and Alice are not 
friends. And they have other things to worry about. Minnie - The Athlete: her whole life has been 
sport - but what if that's not all she wants her life to be? How do you even start to change your 
future all by yourself? Lena - The Princess: she has always resented being in Minnie's shadow - so 
when a freak accident changes all of her arch-rival's plans, Lena has a chance to become Queen Bee 
at last. But is ruling the school all she dreamed it would be? And then there's Alice - The Really Tall 
One. Alice has friends already, she's even got her eye on a potential crush - but she's also got a 
secret. And that secret is about to bound into all three girls' lives and change them forever. 

 

When Shadows Fall by Sita Brahmachari, illustrated by Natalie Sirett (Little Tiger) 

ISBN: 978178895316 

Kai, Orla and Zak grew up together, their days spent on the patch of wilderness in between their homes, 
a small green space in a sprawling grey city. Music, laughter and friendship bind them together and they 
have big plans for their future – until Kai’s family suffers a huge loss. 
 
Trying to cope with his own grief, as well as watching it tear his family apart, Kai is drawn into a new and 
more dangerous crowd, until his dreams for the future are a distant memory. Excluded from school and 
retreating from his loved ones, it seems as though his path is set, his story foretold. Orla, Zak and new 
classmate Om are determined to help him find his way back. But are they too late? 

 


