
 
 

The Reading Agency’s June Booklist  

for Children and Young People 

Around the World (Refugee Week, 20-26 June) 

This month we are celebrating books set in different countries and those by authors and illustrators 

from around the world! Read on to be transported to Mumbai, Paris, Nigeria and many other 

locations across the globe and discover Samurai, the Northern Lights and even a tomato-throwing 

festival along the way! 

We have also compiled a booklist focusing specifically on books written by and about refugees or 

former refugees. This is to mark Refugee Week, which takes place from 20-26 June 2022. Here you 

will find picture books, middle grade books and YA titles that explore the struggles, achievements, 

bravery, resilience and strength of refugees around the world. 

Tell us what you think about these books or any others you have read by tagging us on social media: 

@readingagency. 

Around the World Booklist 

 

PICTURE BOOKS 

Tales of Brave and Brilliant Girls from Around by Rachel Firth, Lan Cook and Andy Prentice, 

illustrated by Josy Bloggs, Maxine Lee-Mackie, Maria Surducan (Usborne) 

ISBN: 9781474966436 

Meet a girl who fights dragons, a brave warrior queen, and a daughter in search of her Samurai 

father... This beautifully illustrated collection brings you eight fantastic fairy tales from around the 



 
 
world. Full of wit, charm, compassion and courage, these heroes will inspire and empower a new 

generation of readers. 

Wanda the Blue Whale by Beverly Jatwani, illustrated by Sawyer Cloud (New Frontier) 

ISBN: 9781915167064 

When Paula discovers a baby blue whale caught in a fishing net, she realises there is only one thing 

to do. This magical encounter will forever change Paula's understanding of compassion. Learn some 

wonderful blue whale facts, too! 

Leilong's Too Long! by Julia Liu, illustrated by Bei Lynn, translated by Helen Wang (Gecko Press) 

ISBN: 9781776573370 

In this expressively illustrated picture book about acknowledging differences and strengths, an 

overeager dinosaur school bus causes problems for the city’s transportation system—so the children 

find a place where oversize is perfect. 

The Big Book of Festivals by Joan-Maree Hargreaves and Marita Bullock, illustrated by Liz Rowland 

(Faber Children’s Books) 

ISBN: 9780571370221 

From Diwali, the Indian festival of light, to the Spanish tomato-throwing festival La Tomatina, to the 

Belgian Festival of Giants, this book is the perfect introduction to some of the world's most 

incredible cultural and religious celebrations. Exquisitely illustrated by Liz Rowland, every page is 

packed with fascinating fun filled facts! 

Otto Goes North by Ulrika Kestere, translated by Julia Marshall (Gecko Press) 

ISBN: 9781776572410 

Lisa and Nils live far up in the north in a blueberry-blue house. One day a tourist arrives: Otto has 

cycled for months, maybe years, to visit his friends. Otto wants to do a spectacular painting of the 

northern lights to remember his visit, but he is from a hot country and it is very cold here. He can’t 

paint for shivering so hard. Lisa and Nils are surprised—Otto has a fur coat just like them! They 

didn’t know there was a difference between fur and fur. His friends decide to knit him a jumper. 

MIDDLE GRADE 

Ajay and the Mumbai Sun by Varsha Shah (Chicken House) 

ISBN: 9781913696337 

Abandoned on the Mumbai railways, Ajay has grown up with nothing but a burning wish to be a 

journalist. Finding an abandoned printing press, he and his friends Saif, Vinod, Yasmin and Jai create 

their own newspaper: The Mumbai Sun. As they hunt down stories, the children uncover corruption, 

fight for justice and battle to save their slum from bulldozers. But against some of the most powerful 

forces in the city, can Ajay and his friends really succeed in bringing the truth to light? 

Zo and the Forest of Secrets by Alake Pilgrim (Knights Of) 

ISBN: 9781913311292 

When Zo decides to run away from home, she isn't scared; after all, she knows the island like the 

back of her hand. But, as she journeys through the once-familiar forest, terrifying creatures and 



 
 
warped visions begin to emerge. With a beast on her heels and a lost boy thrown into her path, 

could a mysterious abandoned facility hold answers? Zo must unravel the secrets of the forest 

before she is lost in them forever... 

The Unexpected Tale of Bastien Bonlivre by Clare Povey (Usborne) 

ISBN: 9781474986489 

Set amidst the landmarks of Paris, Povey’s enchanting adventure makes perfect reading for all young 

bookworms as our titular hero attempts to finish his parents’ story whilst thwarting the ingenious 

schemes of a master criminal. 

Jummy at the River School by Sabine Adeyinka (Chicken House) 

ISBN: 9781913696047 

Jummy has won a place at the River School, the finest girls' boarding school in Nigeria. Nothing can 

dampen her spirits, not even when she learns that her best friend Caro won't be joining her. By the 

Shine-Shine River, school is everything Jummy dreamt of, with friendly new girls, midnight feasts and 

sporting prizes - but when Caro suddenly arrives at the school to work, not to learn, Jummy must 

bring all her friends together to help. From a fantastic new talent in middle-grade contemporary 

fiction, Sabine Adeyinka, based on her own experience of attending boarding school in Nigeria. 

The House of Shells by Efua Traoré (Chicken House) 

ISBN: 9781913696719 

Kuki refuses to believe in the curse of the Abiku. Her destiny is not to die young! Her biggest 

problem right now is moving house and fitting in at her new school. One evening while exploring, 

Kuki spies a driveway lined with giant palm trees. It leads to an abandoned beach house of shadows 

and scattered seashells, where she meets a girl called Enilo. They become the best of friends, that is 

until Kuki makes a terrifying discovery… A beautifully evoked middle-grade adventure set in the 

author's native Nigeria and drawing from rich Yoruba mythology. 

YOUNG ADULT 

This is Not the End by Molly Morris (Chicken House) 

ISBN: 9781913696214 

Part road-trip drama, part comedy and part romance, This is Not the End packs a huge pop-culture 

punch with a twist - perfect for fans of Adam Silvera! Ever since the sudden deaths of his parents, 

seventeen-year-old Hugh has developed a serious preoccupation with endings - and things get a 

little complicated when he meets Olivia Moon, a high-school outcast who can't die. But if he wants 

to learn more about her impossible power, he'll have to drive Olivia to New York and help retrieve a 

stolen crate of her most treasured possessions. As his feelings for Olivia grow, Hugh embarks on a 

road trip he'll never forget. 

 

 



 
 
Oxygen Mask: A Graphic Novel by Jason Reynolds, illustrated by Jason Griffin (Faber Children’s 

Books) 

ISBN: 9780571374748 

This is a gift in commemoration of a time and place, of a world-wide pandemic, of loss and of the 

murder of George Floyd. It is a reminder of how, in uncertain times, we can cling to the simple things 

for respite, for hope. A reminder of how comforting books and artworks are in times of extreme 

stress. Intimately set within the walls of a family home, this book is an incredible artefact of the 

historic year we have all lived through. 

Where We Go From Here by Lucas Rocha, translated by Larissa Helena (David Fickling Books) 

ISBN: 9781788451925 

Henrique has had HIV for three years. Ian has just tested positive. Victor got with Henrique last night 

and thinks he might have it. Ian, Victor and Henrique must navigate treatment, friendship and love, 

and eventually learn to trust each other. Because with judgement and ignorance lurking round every 

corner, the real challenge isn't the disease - it's other people. Brazilian author Lucas Rocha unveils 

the common misconceptions and prejudices that still surround HIV in the twenty-first century, 

showing how far we've come while shining a light on just how far we have yet to go. 

Salaam, with Love by Sara Sharaf Beg (Random House USA) 

ISBN: 9780593482629 

Being crammed into a house in Queens with her cousins is not how Dua envisions her trip to New 

York City. But here she is, spending the holy month of Ramadan with extended family she hasn’t 

seen in years. And as if fasting the whole day wasn’t tiring enough, she must battle her hormones 

whenever she sees Hassan, the cute drummer in a Muslim band who has a habit of showing up at 

her most awkward moments. After just a month, Dua is learning a lot more than she bargained for 

about her faith, relationships, her place in the world—and cute drummers. 

A Time to Dance by Padma Venkatraman (Penguin Young Readers) 

ISBN: 9780147514400 

When Veda, a bharatanatyam dancer, is injured in a car crash that results in the amputation of one 

of her legs, she is determined not to give up the dance that she loves, even if it means struggling 

through beginner classes. Weaving together Veda’s relationships with her family, her body, and her 

new dance teacher, A Time to Dance is an exploration of culture and spirituality set in Chennai, India. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Refugee Week Booklist 

 

PICTURE BOOKS 

Saving the Butterfly by Helen Cooper, illustrated by Gill Smith (Walker Books) 

ISBN: 9781406397208 

A little brother and his big sister try their best to settle in a new home, where they have nothing left 

from before except each other. The little one makes new friends and quickly learns to laugh again 

but his sister remains haunted by the shadows of their past. Trying to help his sister, the little one 

catches a butterfly for her. His sister knows that she needs to set the butterfly free… but that would 

mean going outside. In taking the first steps to face her fears and save the butterfly, she also begins 

the process of saving herself. 

The Little Island by Smriti Prasadam-Halls, illustrated by Robert Starling (Andersen Press) 

ISBN: 9781783449101 

There was once a farm where all the animals were friends. Together they looked after the farm and 

each other. It wasn't perfect and they didn't always agree (animals almost never do). But the Geese 

have hatched a plan to leave the farm... will life be perfect for them now? A story of building bridges 

not barriers, respect not resentment and of finding friendship, not fear. 

Seal Child by Robert Vescio, illustrated by Anna Pignataro (New Frontier) 

ISBN: 9781915167033 

While a child searches for a place to call home, she is befriended by a seal. This lyrical tale is one of 

hope and friendship. Illustrator Anna Pignataro has captured the drama of the sea and sky, creating 

the perfect backdrop to Robert Vescio's enchanting story. 



 
 
The Suitcase by Chris Naylor-Ballesteros (Nosy Crow) 

ISBN: 9781788004480 

When a strange-looking animal arrives pulling a big suitcase, the other animals are curious. What on 

earth could be inside that suitcase? A teacup? Maybe. A table and chair? Perhaps. A whole home 

and hillside with trees? This stranger must be fibbing! But when the animals break into the suitcase 

and discover a very special photograph, they begin to understand what the strange creature has 

been through, and together they create a very special welcome present… 

Migrants by Issa Watanabe (Gecko Press) 

ISBN: 9781776573134 

Through extraordinarily powerful images, Migrants narrates the journey of a group of animals that 

leaves behind a leafless forest. With forceful simplicity, it shows us the courage, loss and underlying 

hope migration takes. And that arriving in a new land may mean burying a portion of the past. 

MIDDLE GRADE 

When Stars Are Scattered by Omar Mohamed and Victoria Jamieson, illustrated by Victoria and 

Iman Geddy (Faber Children’s Books) 

ISBN: 9780571363858 

Omar and his brother Hassan, two Somali boys, have spent a long time in the Dadaab refugee camp. 

Separated from their mother, they are looked after by a friendly stranger. Life in the camp isn't 

always easy. The hunger is constant but there's football to look forward to, and now there's a chance 

Omar will get to go to school. With a heart-wrenching ending, this incredible true story perfectly 

depicts life in a refugee camp for 8-12-year-olds. 

My Friend the Alien by Zanib Mian, illustrated by Sernur Isik (Bloomsbury) 

ISBN: 9781472973900 

Maxx is an alien from the planet Zerg. He's on Earth to research these strange things called emotions 

that humans have (and eat as much chocolate as he can). But some of the humans seem to think 

Maxx's new human friend Jibreel is an alien too, and Maxx just can't figure it out. Why would coming 

from another country make you an alien?! This funny science-fiction story is a perfect way to tackle 

difficult topics like racism and refugees with children and is ideal for children who are developing as 

readers. 

A House Without Walls by Elizabeth Laird (Pan Macmillan) 

ISBN: 9781509828241 

Thirteen-year-old Safiya and her family have been driven out of Syria by civil war. Safiya knows how 

lucky she is - lucky to be alive. But it's hard to feel grateful when she's forced to look after her father 

and brother rather than go back to school, and now that she's lost her home, she's lonelier than 

ever. As they struggle to rebuild their lives, Safiya realizes her family has always been incomplete 

and with her own future in the balance, it's time to uncover the secrets that war has kept buried. 

 

 



 
 
Boy, Everywhere by A. M. Dassu (Old Barn Books) 

ISBN: 9781910646649 

This debut middle-grade novel chronicles the harrowing journey taken by Sami and his family from 

privilege to poverty, across countries and continents, from a comfortable life in Damascus, via a 

smuggler's den in Turkey, to a prison in Manchester. A story of survival, of family, of bravery ... In a 

world where we are told to see refugees as the 'other', this story will remind readers that 'they' are 

also 'us'. 

Nadine Dreams of Home by Bernard Ashley, illustrated by Ollie Cuthbertson (Barrington Stoke) 

ISBN: 9781781123690 

Nadine doesn't like her new life. She doesn't speak the language, she can't understand what's going 

on, and more than anything, it's just not home. Especially since her father isn't here with them in the 

UK. But it just wasn't safe in Goma anymore, not with the uprising and the violence of the rebel 

soldiers. So, Nadine tries to find something in her new life that will remind her of the happy 

memories of Africa. Particularly suitable for struggling, reluctant and dyslexic readers aged 7+. 

YOUNG ADULT 

Me, In Between by Julya Rabinowich, translated by Claire Storey (Andersen Press) 

ISBN: 9781839131240 

Madina's family have fled war to seek asylum in Europe and begin a hopeful new life. An ordinary 

world of fitting in at school, learning the language and forging friendships lies before Madina. Yet 

she finds herself caught between her new life and her traumatic memories of the past. With the 

endless wait to be granted asylum, and her anxious father growing ever more controlling, can 

Madina find the path that's right for her? 

When Shadows Fall by Sita Brahmachari, illustrated by Natalie Sirett (Little Tiger) 

ISBN: 9781788953160 

Kai, Orla and Zak grew up together, their days spent on the patch of wilderness in between their 

homes, a small green space in a sprawling grey city. They have big plans for their future - until Kai's 

family suffers a huge loss. Trying to cope with his own grief, as well as watching it tear his family 

apart, Kai is drawn into a new and more dangerous crowd, until his dreams for the future are a 

distant memory. Orla, Zak and new classmate Om are determined to help him find his way back. But 

are they too late? 

No Man's Land by Joanna Nadin (UCLan) 

ISBN: 9781912979615 

With far-right Albion on the brink of war with Europe, ten-year-old Alan and his little brother Sam 

are sent away to safety. Dad tells Alan he has to be brave, like the superheroes he loves, but Alan 

isn't too sure. He wants to be wherever Dad is, and anyway - can he really be sure who's a hero and 

who's a villain? A heart-warming, heart-breaking story of acceptance, love and bravery in all its 

different forms. 



 
 
The Waiting Place: When Home Is Lost and a New One Not Yet Found by Dina Nayeri, illustrated by 

Anna Bosch Miralpeix (Walker Books) 

ISBN: 9781536213621 

Every war, famine, and flood spits out survivors. The Waiting Place is an unflinching look at ten 

young lives suspended outside of time – and bravely proceeding anyway. Each lyrical passage leads 

the reader from one story to the next, revealing the dreams, ambitions, and personalities of each 

displaced child. The stories are punctuated by intimate photographs, followed by the author’s 

reflections on life in a refugee camp. Locking the global refugee crisis sharply in focus, The Waiting 

Place is an urgent call to change what we teach young people about the nature of home and safety. 

The Wheel of Surya by Jamila Gavin (HarperCollins) 

ISBN: 9781405291743 

India, August 1947. Fleeing from their burnt-out village as civil war rages in the Punjab, Marvinder 

and Jaspal are separated from their mother. Together they escape across India and nearly halfway 

around the world to England, to find a father they hardly know in a new, hostile culture... A powerful 

story of culture, class, family and faith set against the backdrop of Indian independence and the 

Partition of India and Pakistan. 

 

 


