
 
 

The Reading Agency’s booklist for Children and Young People 

Local and Community History Month 

 
Local and Community History Month is a fantastic opportunity for children to learn about the history 

of where they live but also that of countries and cultures around the world. The books in this list hop 

from ancient Arabia and Greece to 1930s Blackpool and 1890s London, telling thrilling and 

fascinating stories of the people who lived then. 

Tell us what you thought of any of the books on the list by tagging us on social media 

(@readingagency)! 

A Greek Adventure: The Histronauts by Frances Durkin, illustrated by Grace Cooke (b small 

publishing) 

ISBN: 9781913918071 

When the Histronauts travel back in time to the ancient Greek era they'll need your help to uncover 

the secrets of the past. Visit the Acropolis, watch the activities that inspired the Olympic Games and 

paint masks for a thrilling Greek tragedy at the amphitheatre. An exciting mix of story, facts and 

activity! 

Granny Came Here on the Empire Windrush by Patrice Lawrence, illustrated by Camilla Sucre (Nosy 

Crow) 

ISBN: 9781839942310 

One day, Ava is asked to dress as an inspirational figure for assembly at school, but who should she 

choose? Granny suggests famous familiar figures such as Winifred Atwell, Mary Seacole and Rosa 

Parks, and tells Ava all about their fascinating histories, but Ava's classmates have got there first - and 

she must choose someone else. But who? And then Ava finds a mysterious old suitcase - Granny's 

"grip" - and Granny begins to share her own history, and how she came to England on the Empire 

Windrush many years ago.  



 
 
The Beasts Beneath Our Feet by James Carter, illustrated by Alisa Kosareva (Little Tiger) 

ISBN: 9781838911805 

Dig down through the layers of the Earth and travel back in time. Meet the trilobites that scuttled and 

crawled; the munching, crunching dinosaurs; and a herd of roaming woolly mammoths. This rhyming 

read will take you on a prehistoric adventure! 

The House by the Lake by Thomas Harding, illustrated by Britta Teckentrup (Walker Books) 

ISBN: 9781406398694 

On the outskirts of Berlin, a wooden cottage stands on the shore of a lake. Over the course of a 

century, this little house played host to a loving Jewish family, a renowned Nazi composer, wartime 

refugees and a Stasi informant; in that time, a world war came and went, and the Berlin Wall was built 

a stone's throw from the cottage's back door. With words that read like a haunting fairy-tale, this is 

the astonishing true story of the house by the lake. 

Grandma's Story by Moira Butterfield, illustrated by Salvatore Rubbino (Walker Books) 

ISBN: 9781406390827 

The two important messages at the heart of Grandma’s Story are, first, that older family members 

often play a HUGE part in a child's life, which is something to celebrate, and second, that we each have 

our own "life story" - a fundamental point for developing empathy in young children. With characterful 

artwork throughout, and an endnote packed full of suggestions on how to use this book with a child, 

Grandma's Story is a perfect choice for grandparents, grandchildren and everyone in-between to 

share. 

Fantastically Great Women: True Stories of Ambition, Adventure and Bravery by Kate Pankhurst 

(Bloomsbury) 

ISBN: 9781526623607 

The complete collection of Kate Pankhurst's bestselling Fantastically Great Women series brought 

together in stunning hardback with gold foil and a cover that folds out into a FANTASTICALLY GREAT 

poster. Including the stories of 56 women from throughout history and around the world with new 

and original content for this special edition! 

Gracie Fairshaw and the Mysterious Guest by Susan Brownrigg, illustrated by Jenny Czerwonka 

(UCLan) 

ISBN: 9781912979349 

Gracie Fairshaw and her family have barely moved into The Majestic, a Blackpool boarding house 

when Ma mysteriously vanishes. She teams up with her younger brother George, and befriends 

siblings Violet and Tom, and maid Phyllis. They must work out why one of the guests - a conman 

conjurer - has made Ma disappear! 

 

 

 



 
 
Nisha’s War by Dan Smith (Chicken House) 

ISBN: 9781912626755 

Malaya, 1942. Nisha's home is destroyed by war and she and her mother, Amma, flee to her father's 

ancestral house in England, perched on a cliff top on the cold Northern coast. When Amma falls gravely 

ill, Nisha is left to face her formidable grandmother alone. But when a ghost child beckons Nisha to sit 

under its boughs and promises her Amma's life in return for three truths, its pull proves irresistible. A 

thrilling historical ghost story; full of adventure, grief, guilt, forgiveness and belonging. 

Carnival of the Lost by Kieran Larwood, illustrated by Sam Usher (Faber) 

ISBN: 9780571364503 

Sheba the wolf girl joins an unusual troupe of performers that includes Pyewacket, a witch's imp; 

Gigantus the giant and Sister Moon, a knife thrower. For the first time in her life, she feels she might 

make true friends and learn a real stage craft. But soon, children are being sucked into the Thames 

and there have been strange sightings of a mechanical monster. The carnival troupe know first-hand 

that looks only tell half a story - they become determined to find these forgotten children. Perhaps 

they will unravel the mystery that has defied even the law! 

A Dinosaur Ate My Sister by Pooja Puri, illustrated by Allen Fatimaharan (Pan Macmillan) 

ISBN: 9781529070668 

Esha Verma, her snotty apprentice Broccoli and his cunning pet tortoise have a dream. They are going 

to win the legendary Brain Trophy - the ultimate inventing prize. This year's entry: A TIME MACHINE. 

But the day before the competition, Esha's IGNORAMUS big sister hijacks the time machine and is lost 

in the Cretaceous age. With help from a new recruit for The Office of Time, Esha and Broccoli will have 

to face hungry dinosaurs, mysterious black holes and malfunctioning inventions to get them back in 

time. the perfect blend of The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy and Jurassic Park. 

The Ship of Doom: The Butterfly Club by M.A. Bennett (Welbeck) 

ISBN: 9781801300049 

Greenwich, London, 15 February 1894. Luna thinks that an evening at her aunt's butterfly club sounds 

deathly boring. But it turns out that the meeting is not at all as Luna expects. The Butterfly Club is a 

society with an unusual secret… they use time travel to plunder the future for wonders. Together with 

her friends, Luna boards the Time Train. The gang travel to 1912 and find themselves aboard a great 

ship travelling from Southampton to New York. They locate a man called Guglielmo Marconi and his 

new invention: the wireless radio. Can Luna and the boys save Marconi and his invention from the 

doomed ship? 

A Kind of Spark by Elle McNicoll (Knights Of) 

ISBN: 9781913311056 

A Kind of Spark tells the story of 11-year-old Addie as she campaigns for a memorial in memory of the 

witch trials that took place in her Scottish hometown. Addie knows there's more to the story of these 

'witches', just like there is more to hers. Can Addie challenge how the people in her town see her, and 

make her voice heard? Addie’s story was born from Elle’s own experiences of neurodiversity and her 

commitment to seeing greater representation in children’s books. 



 
 

Young adult 

Luck of the Titanic by Stacey Lee (Little, Brown) 

ISBN: 9780349431451 

Valora Luck has two things: a ticket for the biggest and most luxurious ocean liner in the world and a 

dream of making a life for herself as a circus performer in New York. Much to her surprise though, 

she's turned away at the gangway; apparently, Chinese people aren't allowed into America. But Val 

has to get on that ship. Her twin brother Jamie is there, as is an influential circus owner whom Val 

hopes to audition for. As a stowaway, Val should keep her head down and stay out of sight. Then one 

night the unthinkable happens, and suddenly Val's dreams of a new life are crushed under the weight 

of the only thing that matters: survival. 

The Short Knife by Elen Caldecott (Andersen Press) 

ISBN: 9781783449781 

It is the year 454AD. The Roman Empire has withdrawn from Britain, throwing it into the chaos of the 

Dark Ages. Mai has been kept safe by her father and her sister, Haf. But when Saxon warriors arrive at 

their farm, the family is forced to flee to the hills where British warlords lie in wait. Can Mai survive in 

a dangerous world where speaking her mother tongue might be deadly, and where even the people 

she loves the most can't be trusted? 

We Hunt the Flame: Sands of Arawiya by Hafsah Faizal (Pan Macmillan) 

ISBN: 9781529034097 

Nobody knows that Zafira is the Hunter. Forced to disguise herself as a man, she braves the cursed 

forest to feed her people. Nasir is the infamous Prince of Death, assassinating those who defy his 

autocratic father, the sultan. If he refuses, he will be punished in the most brutal of ways. When Zafira 

embarks on a quest to restore magic to her suffering world, Nasir is sent by the sultan on a similar 

mission: retrieve magic and kill the Hunter. But an ancient evil stirs as their journey unfolds, and the 

prize they seek may pose a threat greater than either can imagine… Set in a richly detailed world 

inspired by ancient Arabia, Hafsah Faizal's We Hunt the Flame is a breathtaking debut about discovery, 

conquering fear, and taking identity into your own hands. 

War Girls including stories from Adele Geras, Melvin Burgess, Berlie Doherty, Mary Hooper, Anne 

Fine, Matt Whyman, Theresa Breslin, Sally Nicholls, Rowena House (Andersen Press) 

ISBN: 9781783440603 

This collection of short stories explores how the First World War changed and shaped the lives of 

women forever. A courageous nurse risks her life at the Front Line; a young woman discovers 

independence and intrigue in wartime London; and a grief-stricken widow defends her homeland 

amidst the destruction of war. Through these and other tales, War Girls presents a moving portrait of 

loss and grief, and of hope overcoming terrible odds. 

Mad, Bad & Dangerous to Know by Samira Ahmed (Little, Brown) 

ISBN: 9780349003559 

It is August in Paris and budding art historian Khayyam should be having the time of her life - but even 

in the City of Lights she can't stop worrying about the mess she left back home in Chicago. When she 



 
 
meets a cute young Parisian - who happens to be a distant relative of the novelist Alexandre Dumas - 

she starts to unveil the story of a 19th century Muslim woman whose path may have intersected with 

Dumas, Eugene Delacroix and Lord Byron. Two hundred years earlier in the Ottoman empire, Leila is 

the most favoured woman in the Pasha's harem, but she is struggling to survive as she fights to keep 

her true love hidden from her jealous captor. Echoing across centuries, as Khayyam uncovers the 

scintillating truth of Leila's long-forgotten life, her own destiny is transformed forever. 

These Violent Delights by Chloe Gong (Hodder & Stoughton) 

ISBN: 9781529344530 

The year is 1926, and Shanghai hums to the tune of debauchery. A blood feud between two gangs 

runs the streets red. Juliette Cai is the proud heir of the Scarlet Gang - a network of criminals far above 

the law. Roma Montagov is the prodigal son of her greatest rivals, the White Flowers. He is also 

Juliette's first love... and first betrayal. When a deadly madness strikes gangsters on both sides, the 

people start to whisper. Of a contagion, and a monster in the shadows. And as the deaths stack up, 

Juliette and Roma must set their guns - and grudges - aside and work together. For if they can't stop 

this mayhem, there will be no city left to rule. 


