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In brief 

WINNER OF THE GOLDEN MAN BOOKER PRIZE 2018 

In detail 

The final curtain is closing on the Second World War and in an abandoned Italian village. Hana, a 

nurse, tends to her sole remaining patient. Rescued from a burning plane, the anonymous 

Englishman is damaged beyond recognition and haunted by painful memories. 

The only clue Hana has to unlocking his past is the one thing he clung on to through the fire – a 

copy of The Histories by Herodotus, covered with hand-written notes detailing a tragic love affair. 

Author Biography 

Michael Ondaatje is the author of several novels, as well as a memoir, a non-fiction book on film, 

and several books of poetry. Among his many Canadian and international recognitions, his novel 

The English Patient won the Booker Prize and the 2018 Golden Man Booker Prize, and was 

adapted into a multi-award-winning Oscar movie; and Anil’s Ghost won the Giller Prize, the Irish 

Times International Fiction Prize, and the Prix Médicis. Born in Sri Lanka, Michael Ondaatje lives 

in Toronto. 

Further Reading 

Divisadero – Michael Ondaatje                                  I Know An Old Lady – Margaret Standafer 

The Hidden Village – Imogen Matthews  The Shut-Away Sisters – Suzanne Goldring  

The Night Belongs to Maquis – Carolyn Kay Brancato The Child Without A Home – Ann Bennett 

 

 ‘One of the most innovative and liberating writers of our time’ 

Guardian 

 ‘Magnificent ... A wise and graceful book about history itself’  

 Sunday Times 

 ‘The best piece of fiction in English I've read in years'  



   
 Independent on Sunday 

 

 ‘Ondaatje has now written the extraordinary novel we have been awaiting from him: The 

English Patient is a masterpiece'  

Financial Times 

 

Questions 

1. How is identity explored in the story? 

 

2. There is no single narrator within the book, yet the story is told through the 

characters’ alternating points of view. How do you feel about the storytelling? 

 

3. Addiction is explored through Caravaggio’s character. Are you sympathetic towards 

him? 

 

4. The English Patient displays the devastating effects of the war. Which themes were 

explored? 

 

5. Is there a love story within The English Patient, and which one stood out to you? 

 

6. ‘The women in this story suffer a greater loss than the men’ – do you agree? 

 

7. Hana celebrates her 21st birthday in the book. Do you feel as if she is too young/naïve 
for all the responsibilities she bears? 

 

8. How do you feel about Kip after he deserts the villa without saying goodbye to Hana? 

 

9. Violence and passion are shown through Almasy and Katherine’s affair. Do you as if 

their bond was purely based off passion/ a forbidden affair? 

 

10. ‘The villa created a family between Hana, Almasy, Caravaggio and Kip.’ What are 

your thoughts on this statement? 

 
‘An exotic, consuming and richly inspired novel of passion. In its elegance and its 

satisfactions it resembles no book I know’ 

 

Richard Ford 

 

 

 


