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In brief 

Shortlisted for the Orange Prize for Fiction 2011 

In detail 

Freetown, Sierra Leone, 1969. 

On a hot January evening that he will remember for decades, Elias Cole first catches sight of Saffia 
Kamara, the wife of a charismatic colleague. He is transfixed. Thirty years later, lying in the 
capital's hospital, he recalls the desire that drove him to acts of betrayal he has tried to justify 
ever since. 

Elsewhere in the hospital, Kai, a gifted young surgeon, is desperately trying to forget the pain of a 
lost love that torments him as much as the mental scars he still bears from the civil war that has 
left an entire people with terrible secrets to keep. It falls to a British psychologist, Adrian 
Lockheart, to help the two survivors, but when he too falls in love, past and present collide with 
devastating consequences. 

The Memory of Love is a heartbreaking story of ordinary people in extraordinary circumstances. 

Author Biography 

Aminatta Forna is the author of Ancestor Stones, The Hired Man and The Memory of Love, winner 
of the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize for Best Book and shortlisted for the Orange Prize for Fiction. 
Her memoir The Devil that Danced on the Water was a Samuel Johnson Prize finalist. Forna lives 
in London and Virginia. 

aminattaforna.com / @aminattaforna 

 

Further Reading 

Things Fall Apart– Chinua Achebe                                Homegoing – Yaa Gyasi 
Half of a Yellow Sun – Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie A Man of the People  – Chinua Achebe 
Disgrace – J. M. Coetzee     July’s People – Nadine Gordimer  

‘An intricate tapestry of betrayal, tragedy and loss ... an affecting, passionate and intelligent 
novel about the redemptive power of love and storytelling’  



   
 Daily Telegraph 

 ‘Intelligent, engrossing and beautifully crafted’  

Daily Mail  
 

Questions 

1. Women play a significant role in The Memory of Love yet we only hear of them of 
through the POV of men. Do you feel that makes them that more powerful and why? 

2. Aminatta Forna explores betrayal through the different characters. Who do you think 
was betrayed the most? 

3. The Memory of Love depicts the trauma surrounding war and its aftermath yet 
focuses on each character’s love story. How do you feel Forna handles the 
juxtaposition between war and love? 

4. Kai Mansaray faces survivor’s guilt. Do you feel survivor’s guilt is spoken about 
enough after traumatic events such as the war? 

5. ‘People are wrong when they talk of love at first sight. It is neither love nor lust. 
No. As she walks away from you, what you feel is loss. A premonition of loss.’ Do 
you believe in love at first sight? 

6. Why do you think Elais is compelled to tell Adrian his story? 

7. Some readers pointed out that they wanted to hear more of Kai’s story as opposed to 
Elais’. Why do you think that is? 

8. The idea of hope is also explored alongside love. How does this play out with each of 
the characters?  

9. Do you feel it was fair for Adrian to leave his loveless marriage and child to work in 
Sierra Leone? 

10. What do you think Saffia, Nenebah and Agnes’ perspectives would have added to the 
story? 

‘A writer of great talent and courage’ 

Monica Ali 

 

 


