
 
 

The Reading Agency’s March Booklist 

Wonder Women! 

 

To mark International Women’s Day (8 March) and celebrate the achievements, triumphs and 

general brilliance of women and girls around the world, we have created a booklist that represents 

all these things! From a sweet-toothed recipe book to a history of women’s clothing, to a depiction 

of Death as a Black working-class woman – with some brilliant translated fiction among them – we 

hope these books provide something for everyone to discover and enjoy. 

Tell us what you think of the books on this list, or any others you have read, by tagging us on social 

media: @readingagency 

Lemon by Kwon Yeo-sun, tr. Janet Hong (Head of Zeus) 

ISBN: 9781800241473 

This is not a murder story. It is the story of those left behind. Parasite meets The Good Son in this 

piercing psychological portrait of three women haunted by a brutal, unsolved crime. 'Chilling, 

suspenseful and disconcerting... I couldn't put it down and read deep into the night until I finished it, 

with my heart hammering' - Frances Cha. 

Spider Woman: A Life by Lady Hale (Vintage) 

ISBN: 9781847926593 

As President of the Supreme Court, Lady Hale won global attention in finding the 2019 prorogation of 

Parliament to be unlawful. Yet that dramatic moment was merely the pinnacle of a career throughout 

which she was hailed as a pioneering reformer. Wise, warm and inspiring, Spider Woman shows how 

the law shapes our world and supports us in crisis. It is the story of how Lady Hale found that she could 

overcome the odds, which shows that anyone from similar beginnings will find that they can cope too. 



 
 
The End of Men by Christina Sweeney-Baird (HarperCollins) 

ISBN: 9780008407964 

The year is 2025. Mankind is under threat. Men are dying, but women remain safe. As the sickness 

spreads to every corner of the globe, people fight to protect the men they love against all odds. Can 

they find a cure before it's too late? Will this be the story of the end of the world - or its salvation? 

Compelling and devastating, The End of Men is the pulse-pounding thriller everyone is talking about. 

Windswept: Why Women Walk by Annabel Abbs (John Murray) 

ISBN: 9781529324730 

For centuries, the wilds have been male territory. But not all women did as they were told, despite 

the dangers; history reveals women for whom rural walking became inspiration, consolation and 

liberation. In this powerful and deeply inspiring book, Annabel Abbs uncovers women who refused to 

conform, who recognised a biological, emotional and artistic need for wilderness, water and desert - 

and who took the courageous step of walking unpeopled and often forbidding landscapes. 

The Silence of Scheherazade by Defne Suman, tr. Betsy Göksel (Head of Zeus) 

ISBN: 9781800246973  

September 1905. At the heart of the Ottoman Empire, in the ancient city of Smyrna, Scheherazade is 

born to an opium-dazed mother. At the very same moment, an Indian spy sails into the golden-hued, 

sycamore-scented city with a secret mission from the British Empire. When he leaves, 17 years later, 

it will be to the smell of kerosene and smoke as the city, and its people, are engulfed in flames. Told 

through the intertwining fates of a Levantine, a Greek, a Turkish and an Armenian family, this 

unforgettable novel reveals a city, and a culture, now lost to time. 

The Pocket: A Hidden History of Women's Lives, 1660-1900 by Barbara Burman and Ariane 

Fennetaux (Yale University Press) 

ISBN: 9780300253740 

This fascinating and enlightening study of the tie-on pocket combines materiality and gender to 

provide new insight into the social history of women's everyday lives-from duchesses and country 

gentry to prostitutes and washerwomen-and to explore their consumption practices, sociability, 

mobility, privacy, and identity. ‘A brilliant book’ Times Literary Supplement. 

The Story: Love, Loss & The Lives of Women: 100 Great Short Stories (Head of Zeus) 

ISBN: 9781786691460 

Here are Man Booker Prize-winners and Nobel Laureates, feminists and famous wits, national 

treasures and rising stars, all handpicked by one of the nation's best-loved novelists. Featuring an all 

star cast of authors including Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Angela Carter, Margaret Drabble, Penelope 

Fitzgerald, Miranda July, Doris Lessing, Katherine Mansfield, Alice Munro and more. 

Patsy by Nicole Dennis-Benn (Oneworld) 

ISBN: 9781786077103 

Patsy yearns to escape the beautiful but impoverished Jamaican town where she was raised for a new 

life in New York and the chance to start afresh. Above all, she hopes to be reunited with her oldest 

friend, Cicely, and to rekindle their young love. But spreading her wings will come at a price: she must 



 
 
leave her five-year-old daughter, Tru, behind. And Patsy is soon confronted by the stark reality of life 

as an undocumented migrant in a hostile city. 

Sugar, I Love You by Ravneet Gill (HQ Stories) 

ISBN: 9781911663829 

For as long as Ravneet Gill can remember, sugar has been her friend and constant companion - from 

dairy milk fruit & nut bars, to kitkats, cornettos, treacle sponges, profiteroles and more. Here she 

serves up some gems to help you build up your baking armory. 

What It Feels Like for a Girl by Paris Lees (Penguin Press) 

ISBN: 9780241450123 

It's a new millennium, Madonna's 'Music' is top of the charts and there's a whole world to explore - 

and Byron's happy to beg, steal and skank onto a rollercoaster ride of hedonism. Life explodes like a 

rush of ecstasy when Byron discovers the Fallen Divas Project and the East Midlands' premier podium-

dancer-cum-hellraiser, the mesmerising Lady Die. But when the comedown finally kicks in, Byron 

arrives at a shocking encounter that will change life forever. Unflinching, hilarious and heart-breaking, 

What It Feels Like For a Girl is the unique, hotly-anticipated and addictively-readable debut from one 

of Britain's most exciting young writers. 

The First Woman by Jennifer Nansubuga Makumbi (Oneworld) 

ISBN: 9781786078582 

Winner of the Jhalak Prize 2021. Growing up in a small Ugandan village, Kirabo is surrounded by 

powerful women. Her grandmother, her aunts, her friends and cousins are all desperate for her to 

conform, but Kirabo is inquisitive, headstrong and determined. As she enters her teenage years, she 

begins to feel the absence of the mother she has never known. The First Woman is a sweeping tale of 

longing and rebellion mixing ancient Ugandan folklore and modern feminism. 

Edgware Road by Yasmin Cordery Khan (Head of Zeus) 

ISBN: 9781801107365 

'Part family mystery, part immigrant hustle, Edgware Road is a complete tour de force... Khan calls up 

all the ghosts that prowl between children and their parents, between immigrants and their 

homelands, between our dreams of wealth and our hunger for love, and exorcises them with prose so 

lapidary and understanding so vast Khan's novel is like unto a blessing' Junot Diaz 

Little scratch by Rebecca Watson (Faber & Faber) 

ISBN: 9780571356591 

little scratch tells the story of a day in the life of an unnamed woman, living in a lower-case world of 

demarcated fridge shelves and office politics; clock-watching and WhatsApp notifications. In a voice 

that is fiercely wry, touchingly delicate and increasingly neurotic, the protagonist relays what it takes 

to get through the quotidian detail of that single trajectory – from morning to night – while processing 

recent sexual violence. 

 



 
 
Sister Outsider by Audre Lorde (Penguin Modern Classics) 

ISBN: 9780241410509 

The revolutionary writings of Audre Lorde gave voice to those 'outside the circle of this society's 

definition of acceptable women'. Uncompromising, angry and yet full of hope, this collection of her 

essential prose - essays, speeches, letters, interviews - explores race, sexuality, poetry, friendship, the 

erotic and the need for female solidarity, and includes her landmark piece 'The Master's Tools Will 

Never Dismantle the Master's House'. 

GIRL: On Black Womanhood and Belonging by Kenya Hunt (HQ Stories) 

ISBN: 9780008372019 

Black women have never been more visible or more publicly celebrated. But for every new milestone, 

every magazine cover, every box office record smashed, the reality of everyday life remains a complex, 

nuanced, contradiction-laden experience. Award-winning journalist and American in London Kenya 

Hunt threads razor sharp cultural observation through evocative and relatable stories, both 

illuminating our current cultural moment and transcending it. 

Violeta by Isabel Allende tr. Frances Riddle (Bloomsbury) 

ISBN: 9781526648341 

Violeta comes into the world on a stormy day in 1920. From the start, her life is marked by 

extraordinary events, from the ripples of the Great War to the Spanish flu ravaging her South American 

homeland, to the devastation of the Great Depression. In a letter to someone she loves above all 

others, Violeta recounts devastating heartbreak and passionate affairs, times of both poverty and 

wealth, and a life shaped by some of the most important events of history: the fight for women's 

rights, the rise and fall of tyrants and, not one but two pandemics. 

Mrs Death Misses Death by Salena Godden (Canongate) 

ISBN: 9781838851224 

Mrs Death is exhausted from spending eternity doing her job and now she seeks someone to unburden 

her conscience to. Wolf Willeford, a troubled young writer, is well acquainted with death, but until 

now hadn't met Death in person - a black, working-class woman who shape-shifts and does her work 

unseen. Enthralled by her stories, Wolf becomes Mrs Death's scribe, and begins to write her memoirs. 

As the two reflect on the losses they have experienced - or, in the case of Mrs Death, facilitated - their 

friendship grows into a surprising affirmation of hope, resilience and love. 

Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston with an introduction from Zadie Smith 

(Virago Modern Classics) 

ISBN: 9780349010335 

When sixteen-year-old Janie is caught kissing shiftless Johnny Taylor, her grandmother swiftly marries 

her off to an old man with sixty acres. Janie endures two stifling marriages before she finally meets 

the man of her dreams - who offers not diamonds, but a packet of flowering seeds. ‘Their Eyes Were 

Watching God is one of the very greatest American novels of the 20th century’ Zadie Smith. 


