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Sweeping through decades of Korean history, Juhea Kim’s debut 

novel charts the intersecting fates of Jade and JungHo, two char-

acters whose lives are brought together against a background of 

occupation and war. From the perfumed chambers of Miss Sil-

ver’s courtesan school to the frozen forests of Manchuria and the 

glamorous cafés of a modernizing Seoul, Beasts of a Little Land is 

a richly historical, romantic story of love and resilience.

2. Talk about the role of coincidence and 
fate in Beasts of a Little Land. 

3. How do you think Juhea manages to create such 
a strong sense of place in her novel? What is 
it about her writing that makes this such an 

atmospheric, immersive story? 
 

1. How much did you know about Korean history before you read 
Beasts of a Little Land? What role do you think fiction can play 

in expanding our understanding of historical events? 
 

The questions that follow are intended to support 
your book group’s discussion of the novel.



4. Think about the nature and meaning of family in Beasts of 
a Little Land. What does family mean to the characters? And 

where does Jade find non-traditional families over the course of 
the book?  

5.  All of the characters in Beasts of a Little Land encounter 
injustice, whether that is through the brutality of the war, 

their personal experience of violence, or the ways their lives 
are derailed by the occupation. Which character did you think 
experienced this injustice most intensely, and which character 

was the easiest to sympathise with, in your opinion? 

6. Jade experiences two great loves over the course of her life: 
one for JungHo, the other for HanChol. Discuss the differences 

between these two men. What do you think attracts Jade to 
each of them? 

7. Discuss the themes of class and wealth in Beasts of a Little Land. 
  

8. What did you think about SungSoo’s fate at the end of the 
novel? What does the trajectory of his life tell us about the type 

of person who prospers during and after this war? 

9. Talk about the symbolism of tigers in this novel. Why do you 
think the image of the tiger is so impactful and important in 

the story? 

10.   At the core of Beasts of a Little Land 
is a group of unbreakable, resilient women 

who survive against all odds. Where was 
the strength and support that these women 
provide for one another most evident for 

you? And what does the novel tell us about 
the nature of women’s experience during this 

war?


