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Cyrano de Bergerac (Peter Dinklage) is a man 
ahead of his time. Dazzling one and all with 
ferocious wordplay and brilliant swordplay, 
he exults in gallantry and is always up for a 
challenge. Except, that is, in matters of the 
heart, where his “unique physique” inhibits him. 

He has yet to declare his feelings to the 
luminous Roxanne (Haley Bennett); a lover 
of literature and a fierce intellect, Roxanne 
has been a devoted friend to Cyrano since 
their hometown days. He has secretly been in 
love with her for his entire adult life, but also 
convinced that his appearance renders him 
unworthy of her love. 

Film director Joe Wright felt that the time had 
come to make a celebration of life and love. 
He had a meaningful story that he wanted 
to tell — and a classic story to retell, in an 
invigorating new way. 

Edmond Rostand’s play Cyrano de Bergerac 
is one of the most famous, and enduring, 
explorations of romance ever told. Erica 
Schmidt had adapted and directed a new 
musical theatre version of the piece with songs 
by the band The National: where the character 
of Cyrano is normally played by an actor 
with an oversized prosthetic nose, she took 
the story in a different direction by casting 
Peter Dinklage (who also happens to be her 
husband) in the role. 

‘Typically you have a usually very handsome actor 
wearing a very large fake nose, talking about how 
horrible his nose is,’ she explains. ‘I wanted to get at 
something real, underneath; an insecurity that the 
character alone feels.’ Joe Wright saw Dinklage 
starring opposite actress Haley Bennett in 
the play and was ‘deeply moved. Pete brought an 
inherent truth and honesty to Cyrano that I found 
deeply affecting.’ 

Peter Dinklage sees contemporary echoes in 
the story. ‘Everybody’s a Cyrano now, wanting 
to present themselves on the internet and on 
dating sites as a version of who they are. They 
read a profile and then meet the person and are 
disappointed.’ 

But once Roxanne locks eyes with handsome 
King’s Guard recruit Christian (Kelvin Harrison 
Jr.), it is love at first sight. Cyrano promises her 
that he will befriend and protect Christian – 
and soon learns that the young man doesn’t 
share his own gift with words. He encourages 
Christian to woo Roxanne with love letters 
which he, Cyrano, will write.    

Cyrano will at last be able to express his true 
feelings to Roxanne, albeit through someone 
else. What will happen to this bittersweet love 
triangle as Roxanne’s wealthy suitor Duke 
De Guiche (Ben Mendelsohn) threatens her 
happiness, and the drums of war grow louder.
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Producer Eric Fellner credits The National’s 
music with helping this story make the leap to 
the screen. ‘The minute we played their songs 
for anyone — be it potential distributors, 
financiers, creative partners — people fell in 
love with them,” says Fellner. “It’s a testament 
[the band’s] skill that these songs not only 
fit the emotional narrative but also serve the 
period nature in a modern way.’

Everything was in place for the film to go 
ahead – and then the pandemic struck. But 
Wright wasn’t going to let this stop him. ‘I had 
a clear idea of how to make the film. We would create 
our own bubble on the island of Sicily.’ 

In October 2020, more than 300 cast and crew 
flew out to the town of Noto, where most of 
the film was shot. 

For the battle scenes in the second half of the 
film, the production moved to somewhere 
much more stark: the slops of an active volcano, 

Use this quick icebreaker to start  
your session.

On their own slip of paper, everyone in the 
group writes down a surprising fact about 
themselves. (If you are meeting digitally, 
everyone can send their fact to the host.) For 
example, this could be something outrageous 
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Mount Etna. Heavy snow and volcanic ash 
almost made filming impossible - Wright says, 
“It was almost as if Etna herself was trying to buck 
us off. But we prevailed!”

‘In times of crisis we, as storytellers, have a 
responsibility to gather our community, large or 
small, around the proverbial campfire and try 
to help them heal,’ the director reflects, on his 
decision to shoot during the pandemic. ‘We do 
this by using the power of our imaginations to tell 
stories of emotional truth.

‘In 2020, as we sat in isolation, it seemed to me 
that what we needed most was simple human 
connection. Cyrano had to be made. All three of the 
film’s central characters are attempting connection 
and failing to do so. All three are in love but feel 
unworthy of the love they seek. Their sense of self 
gets in their way. And yet the attempt is all.’ 

MAKING CYRANO
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ACTIVITY: 
DON’T JUDGE A BOOK BY ITS COVER

they once did, an achievement they’ve kept 
quiet about, or even an unexpected TV show 
they enjoy as a guilty pleasure!

Can the group successfully identify which 
statement is whose? The process might just 
challenge the assumptions you make about  
each other.
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This is your chance to chat as a group  
about CYRANO and share your experiences 
of the film. 

1. What was your initial reaction to the film, 
and why? Which moments did you find 
particularly powerful or moving?

2. How did you respond to the music? What 
did it add to the story, and which song was 
your favourite?

4. Christian explains that his father, a soldier, 
didn’t think books and reading were 
worthwhile.  What do we gain when we 
make reading a part of our lives? How can 
we make sure that everyone in our society 
gets the chance to enjoy it?

5. Cyrano’s letters have a powerful effect on 
Roxanne. Do you think words are powerful 
enough to change people? Can you think 
of a time when words changed your mind 
about something, or persuaded you to take 
action? 

6. How does the film portray ‘true love’? 
How does this compare with your own 
experience, or with other portrayals in 
books or films? What does it really take for 
a romantic partnership to work in the long 
term? 

7. Christian decides that he would rather be 
loved for who he truly is, or not at all. How 
can we be brave enough to show our real, 
vulnerable selves in our relationships? 

3. What did you think of the central 
performances from Peter Dinklage, Haley 
Bennett and Kelvin Harrison Jr? What did 
they each bring to their roles?

4. What sort of emotional journey did the film 
take you on? What emotions were you left 
with when the credits rolled?

1. What are Roxanne’s hopes and expectations 
when we meet her at the start of the film? 
Could you identify with her at all? What 
does she imagine that romantic love will be 
like?

2. ‘The world will never accept someone like  
me and a tall, beautiful woman.’  
How good is our own society at accepting 
people who are different?  What ideals 
do people have about potential romantic 
partners? Have you ever rejected someone 
– or been rejected – for what seem like 
superficial reasons?

3. ‘I will make you romantic and you will  
make me handsome.’  
Who do you think is in a more difficult 
position – Cyrano or Christian? Who did 
you relate to more? Would you rather ‘look 
the part’ or have the words to express 
yourself? 
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DISCUSS AND REFLECTFILM TALK
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