
   

The Reading Agency’s January Booklist for Children and 

Young People 

‘Hope’ 

 
After an exceptionally challenging two years, The Reading Agency had compiled a booklist for 

children and young people centred around the theme of ‘hope’. From a picture book about the joys 

of being part of a blended family, to thoughtfully curated poems, to YA stories about the strength 

found in unlikely friendships, this list will uplift and inspire readers as we enter 2022! 

Tell us what you think of the books on this list, or any you have read, by tagging us on social media: 

@readingagency  

The Visible Sounds by Yin Jianling, illustrated by Yu Rong, translated by Filip Selucky (UCLan) 

ISBN: 9781912979790 

Based on the true story of Chinese dancer Lihua Tai, The Visible Sounds tells the uplifting tale of a 

young child dealing with the frustration and solitude of hearing loss. Alone in silence, the child's life is 

changed forever when a chance touch unlocks a vibrant new world, now blazing with rainbows of 

visible sounds. The Visible Sounds brings a message of hope and joy to children living with a disability 

and is an inspirational reminder that dreams can become reality. 

The World Awaits by Tomos Roberts, illustrated by Nomoco (Farshore) 

ISBN: 9780008498924 

We all have within us 'potential', an amount of positivity and goodness that we could add to the world 

if we only try. But what if we don't try? What if it all seems too much and we just feel like staying in 

bed? As one little boy lies in bed one morning, not wanting to face the day, it's up to his older brother 

to show him the extraordinary potential within him and how even the smallest of his actions will make 

the world a better place 



   
50 Things to Try to Save the World by Kim Hankinson (b small) 

ISBN: 9781912909322 

This is a truly hopeful book packed full of mindful, practical, and achievable ways to make a difference 

in the climate crisis. There’s so much damning information surrounding climate change - but that 

doesn’t mean we should give up hope! 

The Longer the Wait, the Bigger the Hug by Eoin McLaughlin, illustrated by Polly Dunbar (Faber 

Children’s Books) 

ISBN: 9780571370405 

Hedgehog is waiting for his friend Tortoise to wake up. But where is he and when will he wake? 

Tortoise begins to stir - the one boulder that Hedgehog didn't think he could lift to turn... Tortoise has 

been dreaming of Hedgehog. And the hug that follows is their best yet! A charming and touching new 

tale from the creators of the bestselling While We Can't Hug! 

My Big Fantastic Family by Adam and Charlotte Guillain, illustrated by Ali Pye (Nosy Crow) 

ISBN: 9781839943485 

When Dad says that he's moving out, Lily-May feels all upside-down inside. But now Dad comes on 

Sundays, and they ride their bikes really fast and make secret dens together. Lily-May plays more just 

with Mum now, too - and when Mum's new partner Peter comes over, they play pirate ships! 

Beautifully written in rhyme, this uplifting story with a diverse cast of characters embraces all the 

positive aspects of becoming part of a blended family after a divorce or separation. 

The Wall by Jessie James, illustrated by Catalina Echeverri (New Frontier) 

ISBN: 9781913639051 

Tom is a little boy who LOVES to explore. But, one day, he hears the grown-ups talking about the 

monsters that live in the big, wide world and he is too scared to explore anymore. Soon, they build a 

giant wall to KEEP THE MONSTERS OUT - forever. But life becomes dreary when you are cut off from 

the wonders of the world and Tom soon realises there is a need for change... 

Between Sea and Sky by Nicola Penfold (Little Tiger) 

ISBN: 9781788953139 

In a near future where a series of environmental disasters has left much of the country underwater, 

Pearl lives on a floating oyster farm with her father and younger sister, Clover. Following her mum's 

death several years earlier, Pearl refuses to set foot on land. Meanwhile, Clover dreams of school, 

friends and a normal life. Then Nat comes to spend the summer at the sea farm. Leaving behind the 

mainland he brings with him a secret. But when the sisters promise to keep his secret safe, little do 

they realize that they may be risking everything... 

Everyone Sang: A Poem for Every Feeling edited by William Sieghart, illustrated by Emily Sutton 

(Walker Books) 

ISBN: 9781406393613 

Divided into four thoughtfully curated sections – Poems to Make You Smile, Poems to Move You, 

Poems to Give You Hope and Poems to Calm and Connect You – the poems originate from an 

extraordinary and diverse range of sources, from Maya Angelou to A.A. Milne, Lemn Sissay, Jackie Kay, 



   
Carol Ann Duffy, Joseph Coelho, Kae Tempest, W.B. Yeats, Christina Rossetti and Emily Dickinson, 

among many others. 

Happy Here: 10 stories from Black British authors & illustrators, introduced by Sharna Jackson 

(Knights Of) 

ISBN: 9781913311162 

Exploring themes of joy, home and family through a wide range of genres and styles, each author has 

been paired with a different illustrator to spotlight Black British artistic talent. With stories by Dean 

Atta, Joseph Coelho, Kereen Getten, Patrice Lawrence, Theresa Lola, E.L. Norry, Jasmine Richards, 

Alexandra Sheppard, Yomi Sode, and Clare Weze. 

Aarti & the Blue Gods by Jasbinder Bilan (Chicken House) 

ISBN: 9781913322595 

Aarti has lived on the island with Aunt for as long as she can remember. Her only comforts are a book 

of Indian myths full of blue gods, a fox's friendship, and a toy rabbit she finds in a locked room. Then, 

she learns Aunt has been feeding her lies. Fate intervenes when a half-drowned boy washes up on the 

beach. With his help, Aarti hopes to remember who she really is ... and perhaps find a way home. 

The Book of Hopes: Words and Pictures to Comfort, Inspire and Entertain edited by Katherine 

Rundell (Bloomsbury) 

ISBN: 9781526629883 

This collection, packed with short stories, poems and pictures from the very best children's authors 

and illustrators, aims to provide hope to children. There are 133 contributions from authors and 

illustrators, including Anthony Horowitz, Axel Scheffler, Catherine Johnson, Jacqueline Wilson, 

Katherine Rundell, Lauren Child, Michael Morpurgo and Onjali Q. Rauf. 

Harklights by Tim Tilley (Usborne) 

ISBN: 9781474966603 

Wick has always lived in the dark and dreadful Harklights Match Factory and Orphanage, working 

tirelessly for greedy Old Ma Bogey. He only dreams of escaping, until one day a bird drops something 

impossible and magical at his feet - a tiny baby in an acorn cradle... As midnight chimes, Wick is visited 

by the Hobs, miniature protectors of the forest. Grateful for the kindness shown to their stolen child, 

they offer Wick the chance of a lifetime - escape from Harklights and begin a new life with them in the 

wild… 

Young Adult 

When Shadows Fall by Sita Brahmachari, illustrated by Natalie Sirett (Little Tiger) 

ISBN: 9781788953160 

Kai, Orla and Zak grew up together. Music, laughter and friendship bind them together and they have 

big plans for their future - until Kai's family suffers a huge loss. Trying to cope with his own grief, as 

well as watching it tear his family apart, Kai is drawn into a new and more dangerous crowd. Orla, Zak 

and new classmate Om are determined to help him find his way back. But are they too late? 



   
Know Your Rights and Claim Them by Angelina Jolie, Professor Emerita Geraldine Van Bueren, QC 

and Amnesty International (Andersen Press) 

ISBN: 9781839131196 

Know Your Rights and Claim Them gives young people the knowledge and tools to claim their rights. 

From gender and racial equality, to the rights to free expression, health, a clean climate and a 

sustainable environment, they are yours to claim. ‘This book is a guide for every child and young 

person who believes in liberty, equality and a better world for all' – Malala Yousafzai. 

After the Rain by Nátalia Gomes (HQ Stories) 

ISBN: 9780008291815 

Jack was sporty and outgoing. Alice was bookish and introverted. Their lives were on completely 

different paths. That was before the day their lives were torn apart in a bombing. Struggling to cope 

with their new worlds, their unlikely new friendship helps them find hope. But can they help each 

other rebuild their lives and start again? After the Rain is the brand-new novel from Natalia Gomes, 

perfect for fans of The Fault in Our Stars and Everything Everything. 

Hope Nation edited by Rose Brock (Penguin USA) 

ISBN: 9781524741679 

We all experience moments when we struggle to understand the state of the world, when we feel 

powerless and in some cases even hopeless. Some of today's most influential young adult authors 

come together in this highly personal nonfiction collection of essays, poems, and letters, each a first-

hand account that ultimately strives to inspire hope 

Isles of Storm of Sorrow: Vulture by Bex Hogan (Hachette Children’s group) 

ISBN: 9781510105874 

Power, politics and pirates collide in the finale of the epic YA fantasy series The Isles of Storm and 

Sorrow, perfect for fans of Pirates of the Caribbean. Marianne has passed the ultimate test required 

to be a Mage. She is finally powerful enough to reunite the Twelve Isles. But having exposed herself 

to the darker side of magic, the magic within her is nearly impossible to control, and she becomes 

cruel and violent. Will Marianne be able to fulfil her promise to bring peace to the islands when she 

can’t even bring peace to herself? 

Becoming Muhammad Ali by James Patterson and Kwame Alexander, illustrated by Dawud 

Anyabwile (Jacaranda) 

ISBN13: 9781913090715 

Kwame Alexander and James Patterson join forces in New York Times bestseller Becoming 

Muhammad Ali. A mixture of prose and verse, it follows the life of the young Ali up until age 17. 

Written with the cooperation and support of Muhammad Ali's estate, this is one of the best books of 

the year for younger readers. 


