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THE BOOK 

With far-right Albion on the brink of war with Europe, ten-
year-old Alan and his little brother Sam are sent away to 
stay on a farm over the border in Kernow (Cornwall). Their 
dad tells them they’ll be safe, and that Alan just has to be 
brave – like the superheroes he loves – until Dad comes to 
fetch them again.  
  
But Alan doesn’t feel brave. And he doesn’t feel very safe 
either. Turns out, it’s not so easy to tell who’s a hero and 
who’s a baddie, after all. Twelve-year-old Poppy and her 
mum and her little sister might be all right. Even Le-
on, who watches everything but doesn’t say much. But 
Poppy’s big brother Noah is all swagger and spite, old Mr 
Minton is bitter and mean, and as for Maggie whose house 
they’ve ‘invaded’… Alan is pretty sure she’s up to some-
thing big. And not in a good way.  

 
As Alan starts to reluctantly settle into farm 
life, he manages to keep in touch with Dad by text mes-
sage, even if it is in code. But then Alan finds Maggie’s 
gun. Worse, Dad stops texting, and doesn’t show up for 
Alan’s birthday. With war just days away, Alan decides he 
has to take matters into his own hands and find his dad, 
however dangerous that journey might be.  
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