
 
 

The Reading Agency September Booklist for Children & Young People 

Back to school! 

For many children and young people, September marks the start of the new school year, a time that can 

be both exciting and daunting. We have created a booklist for all children, from nursey school age through 

to secondary students, related to school. There are novels about lab experiments gone wrong and teenage 

romance, as well as books about friendship, fitting in and being brave. 

Big Words for Little People: Friendship by Helen Mortimer, illustrated by Cristina Trapanese (Oxford 

University Press) 

ISBN: 9780192777652 

This little book on Friendship is the next instalment of an exciting new series exploring big topics with young 

children in a way that feels good. Children can discover and understand new words to help them to talk about 

the ups and downs of first experiences and new emotions with confidence. 

Jessica’s Box by Peter Carnavas (New Frontier) 

ISBN: 9781912076772 

Its Jessica's first day at school. How will she make friends? How will it be? A gentle story ultimately about self-

worth. 

Stretch Your Confidence!: Discover What You Can Do! by Beth Cox and Natalie Costa, illustrated by Vicky 

Barker (B Small Publishing) 

ISBN: 9781911509967 

Following tried and tested techniques, children will learn how to build empathy and interact with confidence. 

From dealing with friendship wobbles to embracing mistakes and coping with change, the activities at the 

heart of this book are designed to help children discover just what they can do. 

I Am Every Good Thing by Derrick Barnes, Illustrated by Gordon C James (Farshore) 

ISBN: 9780755502707 

Step inside the mind of the confident narrator of this book! He is proud of everything that makes him who he 

is. He’s got big plans, and will see them through. He’s creative, adventurous, smart, funny. A good friend. A 

superhero. Sometimes he falls, but he always gets back up. And other times he’s afraid, because he’s often 

misunderstood. So, slow down, look and listen as he shows you who he really is… 

Ballet Bunnies by Swapna Reddy, illustrated by Binny Talib (Oxford University Press) 

ISBN: 9780192774897 

In Millie's latest adventure, her favourite TV show, Ballet Beat, is coming to town! But is Millie brave enough 

to audition? All she needs is a little encouragement from her friends, the Ballet Bunnies. Beautifully-illustrated 

stories with heart; perfect for newly emerging readers who love ballet and bunnies! 

Take Off Your Brave: Poems Just for You by Nadim, illustrated by Yasmeen Ismail (Walker Books) 

ISBN: 9781406399707 

The poems in this book beautifully capture how a four-year-old sees the world - a world of rainbows, glitter 

and magical boxes; a world of nursery, hometime and cuddles with Mum. 



 
 
The Misadventures of Max Crumbly 1: Locker Hero by Rachel Renée Russell (Simon & Schuster) 

ISBN: 9781471144622 

Max is about to face the scariest place he's ever been - South Ridge Middle School! But Doug, aka Thug 

Thurston Problem, keeps stuffing Max in his locker. If only Max could be like the hero in all the comics he likes 

to read - or the ones he draws. Unfortunately, Max's uncanny ability to smell pizza from a block away won't 

exactly save any lives or foil bad guys. But that doesn't mean Max won't do his best to be the hero his school 

needs! 

Feeling Good About Me: Explore Your Emotions, Let Go of Your Worries by Ellen Bailey and Lesley 

Pemberton, illustrated by Harry Briggs (Buster Books) 

ISBN: 9781780557397 

This fun, friendly book is filled with mindful activities and prompts to encourage readers to express their 

emotions on the page, including drawing pages, breathing techniques and inspirational quotes. The book has 

been developed in consultation with a children's mental health charity, Blue Smile, and a royalty of UK sales 

will be donated to the charity. 

Everything All At Once by Steven Camden (Macmillan Children’s Books) 

ISBN: 9781509880034 

An achingly beautiful collection of poems about one week in a secondary school where everything happens all 

at once. Zooming in across our cast of characters, we share moments that span everything from hoping to 

make it to the end of the week, facing it, fitting in, finding friends and falling out, to loving lessons, losing it, 

and worrying, wearing it well and worshipping from afar. 

Anisha, Accidental Detective: School's Cancelled by Serena Patel, Illustrated by Emma McCann (Usborne) 

ISBN: 9781474959537 

Anisha, Milo and Govi have been working hard to make their super-erupting volcano for the school science 

fair, but now they’re in BIG trouble. One minute they were in the lab practising their science demo, and the 

next thing they knew, their volcano exploded and flooded the corridors. But did they really get their project 

so wrong - or is someone else trying to win first prize? Looks like a case for Anisha, Accidental Detective! 

Sona Sharma, Looking After Planet Earth by Chitra Soundar, illustrated by Jen Khatun (Walker Books) 

ISBN: 9781406398120 

When Sona learns about the climate crisis at school and is very worried that no one is doing enough to combat 

it, she takes up the challenge herself. When Sona learns that many of the kolams - the traditional art that 

people draw in front of their homes to celebrate the winter months and the festival season - are not organic, 

she sets out to make some big changes by getting everyone involved. 

The Funniest back to School Joke Book Ever by Joe King, illustrated by Nigel Baines (Andersen Press) 

ISBN: 9781849395779 

What did the maths teacher order for dessert? 

Pi. 

Why was the ghost of Anne Boleyn always running after the ghost of Henry VIII ? 

She was trying to get a head. 



 
 
PUPIL: Miss, would you punish me for something I didn't do? 

TEACHER: Of course not. 

PUPIL: Good, because I didn't do my homework. 

Monsters go to School by Zanna Davidson, illustrated by Melanie Williamson (Usborne) 

ISBN: 9781474978354 

Billy’s Mini Monsters really want to go to school with him. But Billy really doesn’t want them to. He’s got 

enough trouble with the school bully, Basil Brown. But perhaps having MONSTERS around will be more helpful 

than Billy imagines… Meet Billy and the Mini Monsters in this laugh-out-loud adventure series for young 

readers, with colourful illustrations throughout. 

YOUNG ADULT 

Empress and Aniya by Candice Carty-Williams (Knights Of) 

ISBN: 9781913311100 

When Empress starts at Aniya's school, they're not exactly best friends. But, when the two teenage girls 

accidentally cast a spell on their 16th birthday and end up switching bodies, they quickly learn that friendship 

is the most important magic of all. South London's answer to 'Freaky Friday', Empress and Aniya is a moving 

portrayal of the importance of real friendship and the ups and downs of being a teenager. 

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas (Walker Books) 

ISBN: 9781406372151 

Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in two worlds: the poor neighbourhood where she was born and raised and her 

posh high school in the suburbs. The uneasy balance between them is shattered when Starr is the only witness 

to the fatal shooting of her unarmed best friend, Khalil, by a police officer. Now what Starr says could destroy 

her community. It could also get her killed. 

Be Resilient: How to Build a Strong Teenage Mind for Tough Times by Nicola Morgan (Walker Books) 

ISBN: 9781406399257 

Some events in life will always be out of our control, whether it's a global crisis or a traumatic event at home 

- but Be Resilient shows that the power to cope is in our hands. Discover how to develop the skill of mental 

resilience in this fascinating guide from award-winning author and teenage brain expert Nicola Morgan. 

Don't Hate the Player by Alexis Nedd (Bloomsbury Children’s Books) 

ISBN: 9781547605033 (e-book) 

Emilia Romero is living a double life. By day, she's a field hockey star with a flawless report card. But by night, 

she's kicking virtual ass as the only female member of a highly competitive eSports team. Jake Hooper has had 

a crush on Emilia since he was ten years old. When his underdog eSports team makes it into the tournament 

Emilia is determined to win, he's floored to discover she's been leading a double life. Debut author Alexis Nedd 

has crafted a YA combo-punch of charming romance and virtual adventure that will win the hearts of gamers 

and non-gamers alike. 

A Change is Gonna Come by various authors (Little Tiger) 

ISBN: 9781847158390 

Featuring top Young Adult authors and introducing a host of exciting new voices, this anthology of stories and 

poetry from BAME writers on the theme of change is a long-overdue addition to the YA scene. 



 
 
Unpregnant by Jenni Hendriks & Ted Caplan (Chicken House) 

ISBN: 9781912626168 

Seventeen-year-old Veronica never thought she’d want to fail a test – that is, until she finds herself staring at 

a piece of plastic with two solid pink lines. With a college-bound future now disappearing before her eyes, 

Veronica considers a decision she never imagined she’d have to make: an abortion. There’s just one catch - 

the closest place to get one is over nine hundred miles away, and the only person there to help is her ex-best 

friend and school rebel, Bailey. Under the starlit skies of the American Southwest, Veronica and Bailey discover 

that sometimes the most important choice is who your friends are. 


