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About the Book: 

I take a breath and swing the locker door open. I hear the entire school gasp behind me as  

out tumbles…one million dollars.

10-year-old Tess is a born entrepreneur. She just needs to come up with the perfect money-making 

scheme. That is until she finds a million dollars buried in her garden. Never mind where the money 

came from – Tess and her best friend Toby know just how to spend it.  Except, as it turns out, spending 

so much cash isn’t that easy when you’re 10. Expect bouncy castles, sweets, scheming and a whole lot of 

trouble…

About the Author: 

Nat Amoore is passionate about encouraging kids to read, write and explore their imagination 

without boundaries. With a background in writing for screen, she wrote and directed international 

award-winning short film Elemenopee and has a feature film screenplay and a 

kids’ TV series in development. Nat was a recipient of the CBCA Maurice Saxby 

Creative Development Program for 2018. Nat has a kidlit podcast One More Page 

(onemorepagepodcast.com), which was a finalist in the ‘Best Newcomer’ category 

at the Australian Podcast Awards 2018.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• Which character in the book would you most like to meet and why?

• What did you like best about this book?

• What did you like least about this book?

• What would you say the book’s most important message is?

• Did Tess and Toby put the money to good use?

• How is Tess’ family different to your family?

• Why do you think Tess and Toby are best friends? Which of their personality traits make 

them compatible?

• Give three words each to describe these characters:

• Having learned a little about diabetes from reading this book, explain what diabetes is and 

how it can affect people.

• Why did Tess feel responsible for Olivia going to hospital?

• Why do you think Kathy chose to live in the park?

• What do you think should have been Tess’ punishment and why?

• With Tess’ ‘eye’ for money-making schemes, what career path do you think she should choose 

and why?

• Choose 4 of Tess’ tips you agree with and discuss why.

• Choose 4 of Tess’ tips you disagree with and discuss why.

• Write 4 of your own ‘Tips for Life’.

•  If you could write an alternative ending to the book, what would it be?

• Tess

• Toby

• Scotty

• Olivia

• Dad

• Mum

• Sash

• Dane

• Kathy



ACTIVITIES 
 
Activity 1:
In chapter 11, Tess and Toby design flyers asking students to pitch an idea to them. You need to 

come up with an idea which will benefit a charity to pitch to Tess and Toby. Your mission is to 

persuade your audience (Tess and Toby or your class) to choose your idea!

Include:

• Who your charity is

• What your charity does to benefit others

• What your idea is

• Why your idea is the best

• How much it will cost

• Who will benefit from the idea

• How will they benefit from the idea

Presentation:

You will need to produce:

• A poster/flyer

• A 1-minute pitch about your idea

Activity 2:
‘Secrets of a £10,000 Schoolyard Kid’

You have found £10,000 and you can spend it on anything you like! Produce a poster showing the 

items you have bought, how much they cost and how there’s NO change leftover!

Use web searches, catalogues etc. to find products to buy. Remember you only have £10,000. Spend 

it wisely or wildly!

You must:

• Show your working out

• Itemise the products you will buy with their price

• Draw or print pictures of your items

• Spend every penny!


