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Maisy has delighted young children and parents alike for more than 30 years.  
Her cheerful and familiar world reflects all the lively adventures little children 

have every day.  This is the perfect book to share with toddlers visiting the library.  
There is plenty of scope for actions and props. Relax, take your time and have fun with it!

PREPARATION
Whether your storytime is online or in real life, definitely 
encourage adults to join in the fun, actions and singing; adult 
involvement is the key to a fantastic session! Choose a quiet 
comfortable spot where the grown-ups have space to sit together 
with their children – ideally with room for everyone to stand up 
and do loads of actions.

Read through the book a couple of times in advance and practise 
all the actions and participation.

When you are leading the session you can display the book on a 
music stand or ask another adult to sit beside you, hold the book 
and show the pictures so that your hands are free to do the actions. 

ACTIONS
When engaging young children in a story, especially those who 
are just starting to grasp language, it helps to make it as active 
as possible.

Children and adults can be shy at first so start with a simple 
warm-up. You could ask everyone to begin by just moving one 
finger, then they could move their hand, then wave their arm, tap 
their foot … and eventually move their whole body. 

This beautiful book is absolutely packed with joining-in moments. 
As you turn each page, you can read the text and then pause and 
encourage everyone to act it out…

“Let’s all stand up and pretend to walk to the library! Let’s 
march our feet! I think we’re going past a tree, just like Maisy! 
Well done, we’re at the library now, shall we all sit down?” 

This guide can be used for virtual storytimes or real life events.



“Now let’s pretend to read a  book with flaps. 
Here it is! Shall we pretend to lift the flaps together?”

You can all ‘greet your friends’ (make a funny face),  
‘go on the computer’ (fingers tap keyboard),  
‘dance to music’ (stand up and dance), 
‘photocopy pictures’ (move your hand side to side to imitate 
a photocopier),  ‘check out books’ (scan and beep) and so on. 

Remember to demonstrate every action yourself.  The 
more you, the storyteller, gets involved, the more fun 
everyone will have – so don’t be scared to be silly! You 
do not need to be a world class mime to have a lot of fun 
with actions and keep even the youngest child engaged 
with movement throughout the whole storytime.

VIRTUAL STORYTELLING TIPS
Actions work as well online as they do in real life. Obviously, you will 
need to keep your online audience on mute for most of the time but if 
everyone is encouraged to leave their cameras on so they can see each 
other joining in with all the movements, it’s lots of fun!

You can finish the story by encouraging everyone to say ‘Shh’ together! 
If you are online, you can take yourselves off mute just for that!

SONGS
If you want to include some songs, you could 
sing “I know an old lady who swallowed a fly”, 
“One, two, three, four, five, once I caught a fish 
alive”, or “Baby Shark”. The audience can sing, 
use shakers, do actions or clap  along.  

PROPS
If you like to use props or objects for your storytime, consider bringing 
a selection of other books. You can use other Maisy books, or just bring 
along some favourites to look through at the end.  At the end of the story 
you can even challenge the children to find a book about a fish! What 
a wonderful opportunity to introduce children to the joy of reading and 
using a library!

If you are online, you can challenge the children to find a picture of a fish 
in one of their own books at home.

Maisy’s world is a safe and happy place where everyone belongs. 
You can include each child with a smile and ‘hello’ at the start 
and a special wave goodbye at the end.  Above all, enjoy the 
colour, kindness and warmth of Maisy’s life.

Maisy © ™ 1990 – 2021 Lucy Cousins. All rights reserved. 

Maisy Goes to the Library Storytelling Tips © 2021 Walker Books Ltd.  

All Rights Reserved. Written by Vanessa Woolf from London Dreamtime. walker.co.uk


