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This month we’re celebrating books from around the world – those which immerse us into a different 

landscape, culture or community. There are books that take us from Burma to Alabama, Trinidad to Italy, 

translated from Hebrew, Russian, Japanese and more. We hope you are inspired to take a trip around the 

world by ordering some of the books for your library, or by buying or borrowing a copy to read yourself.  

Nervous System by Lina Meruane, translated from the Spanish by Megan McDowell (Atlantic Books) 

ISBN: 9781786499479 

A young woman struggles to finish her PhD on stars and galaxies. Instead, she obsessively tracks the experience 

of her own body, listening to its functions and rhythms, finally locating in its patterns the beginning of illness 

and instability. As she discovers the precarity of her self, she begins to turn her attention to the distant orbits 

of her family members, each moving away from the familial system and each so different in their experiences, 

but somehow made similar in their shared history of illness and trauma, both political and personal... 

Minty Alley by C. L. R. James (Penguin General) 

ISBN: 9780241482667 

It is the 1920s in the Trinidadian capital. Haynes' mother has passed away, and his carefully mapped-out future 

of gleaming opportunity has disappeared with her. Unable to afford his former life, he finds himself moving 

into Minty Alley - a bustling barrack yard teeming with energy and a spectacular cast of characters. In this 

sliver of West Indian working-class society, outrageous love affairs and passionate arguments are a daily 

fixture, and Haynes begins to slip from curious observer to the heart of the action. The only novel from the 

world-renowned writer C.L.R. James. 

Transcendent Kingdom by Yaa Gyasi (Penguin General) 

ISBN: 9780241433379 

As a child Gifty would ask her parents to tell the story of their journey from Ghana to Alabama, seeking escape 

in myths of heroism and romance. When her father and brother succumb to the hard reality of immigrant life 



  
in the American South, their family of four becomes two - and the life Gifty dreamed of slips away. Years later, 

desperate to understand the opioid addiction that destroyed her brother's life, she turns to science for 

answers. But when her mother comes to stay, Gifty soon learns that the roots of their tangled traumas reach 

farther than she ever thought. 

Fragile Monsters by Catherine Menon (Penguin General) 

ISBN: 9780241439289 

When Durga visits her grandma Mary in rural Malaysia, she only wants to endure her, and the dark memories 

home brings, for as long as it takes to escape. But a reckoning is coming. Stuck together in the rising heat, both 

women must untangle the truth from the myth of their family's past. What happened to Durga's mother after 

she gave birth? Why did so many of their family members disappear during the war? And who is to blame for 

the childhood tragedy that haunts her to this day? As they will learn, in a place ravaged by floods, it is only a 

matter of time before the bones of the past emerge. 

Latitudes of Longing by Shubhangi Swarup (Quercus) 

ISBN: 9781529405149 

A breathtaking epic, spanning the Andaman Islands to Myanmar to Nepal, Latitudes of Longing possesses the 

reader with a blazing sense of wonder. Shubhangi Swarup's vision goes deeper than the human stories of the 

subcontinent to reveal the conscious history of the earth itself. Tender in every detail, touched with humour 

and profound humanity, this is a novel brimming with life, an original masterpiece. 

Love in Five Acts by Daniela Krien, translated from the German by Jamie Bulloch (Quercus) 

ISBN: 9781529406382 

Bookseller Paula has lost a child, and a husband. Fiercely independent Judith is looking for love online. Brida 

is a writer with no time to write facing a choice between her work and her family. Abandoned by the "perfect" 

man, Malika struggles for recognition from her parents. Her sister Jorinde is pregnant for a third time, but how 

can she provide for her family alone? Love in Five Acts explores what is left to five women when they have 

fulfilled their roles as wives, mothers, friends, lovers, sisters and daughters. As teenagers they experienced 

the fall of the Berlin Wall, but freedom brings with it another form of pressure: the pressure of choice. 

The Slaughterman's Daughter by Yaniv Iczkovits, translated from the Hebrew by Orr Scharf (Quercus) 

ISBN: 9780857058300 

The townsfolk of Motal, an isolated, godforsaken town in the Pale of Settlement, are shocked when Fanny 

Keismann - devoted wife, mother of five, and celebrated cheese-maker - leaves her home at two hours past 

midnight and vanishes into the night. Surely there can be no link between Fanny and the peculiar roadside 

murder on the way to Minsk. Surely a crime like that could have nothing to do with Fanny Keismann, however 

the people of Motal might mutter about her reputation as a vilde chaya, a wild animal… 

Migrant Brothers: A Poet's Declaration of Human Dignity by Patrick Chamoiseau, translated from the 

French and Creole by Matthew Amos and Fredrik Ronnback (Yale University Press) 

ISBN: 9780300232943 

As migrants embark on perilous journeys across oceans and deserts in pursuit of sanctuary and improved living 

conditions, what is the responsibility of those safely ensconced in the nations they seek to enter? Moved by 

repeated tragedies among immigrants attempting to enter eastern and southern Europe, Patrick Chamoiseau 

assails the hypocrisy and detachment that allow these events to happen. Migrant Brothers is an urgent 



  
declaration of our essential interconnectedness that asserts the necessity to understand one another as part 

of one human community, regardless of national origin. 

I'm Staying Here by Marco Balzano, translated from the Italian by Jill Foulston (Head of Zeus) 

ISBN: 9781789545098 

Curon, 1920. Mussolini's regime abolishes the use of German as a teaching language. In this new climate of 

fear and uncertainty Trina works for a clandestine network of schools in the valley, always with the risk of 

capture. Curon, 1939. Now married and a mother Trina's life is again thrown into uncertainty when Germany 

announces the 'Great choice' and communities in South Tyrol are given the opportunity to move to Germany. 

Those, like Trina and her family, who choose not to leave are seen as traitors and spies; they can no longer 

leave the house without suffering abuse. Then one day Trina comes home and finds that her daughter is 

missing... 

The Hidden History of Burma: A Crisis of Race and Capitalism by Thant Myint-U (Atlantic Books) 

ISBN: 9781786497901 

Burma is today a fragile stage for nearly all the world's problems. Are democracy and an economy that 

genuinely serves all its people possible in Burma? In clear and urgent prose, Thant Myint-U explores this 

question - a concern not just for the Burmese but for the rest of the world - warning of the possible collapse 

of this nation of 55 million while suggesting a fresh agenda for change. 

Untraceable by Sergei Lebedev, translated from the Russian by Antonina W. Bouis (Head of Zeus) 

ISBN: 9781800246614 

Professor Kalitin is a ruthless, narcissistic chemist who has developed an untraceable, extremely lethal poison 

called Neophyte. When the Soviet Union collapses, he defects and is given a new identity in Germany. After 

an unrelated Russian is murdered with Kalitin's poison, his cover is blown and he's drawn into the German 

investigation of the death. Two special forces killers with a lot of Chechen blood on their hands are sent to 

silence him - using his own undetectable poison. Their journey to their target is full of blunders, mishaps, 

holdups and accidents. 

The Roasting Tin Around the World: Global One Dish Dinners by Rukmini Iyer (VINTAGE) 

ISBN: 9781529110135 

The Roasting Tin Around the World covers all corners of the globe with brand new recipes. The greatest hits 

from each region are reworked into quick and easy one-tin meals. The dishes are perfect for weeknight 

dinners, at-home lunchboxes and family favourites.Rukmini Iyer's vision for the roasting tin series is: 

'minimum effort, maximum flavour'. This fourth book really delivers on that with its bold, punchy and global 

flavours. 

The Mermaid of Black Conch by Monique Roffey (VINTAGE) 

ISBN: 9781529115499 

Near the island of Black Conch, a fisherman sings to himself while waiting for a catch. But David attracts a sea-

dweller that he never expected - Aycayia, an innocent young woman cursed by jealous wives to live as a 

mermaid. When American tourists capture Aycayia, David rescues her and vows to win her trust. Slowly, 

painfully, she transforms into a woman again. Yet as their love grows, they discover that the world around 

them is changing - and they cannot escape the curse for ever… 



  
Convenience Store Woman by Sayaka Murata, translated from the Japanese by Ginny Tapley Takemori 

(Granta) 

ISBN: 9781846276842 

A quirky, wryly humorous slice of Japanese fiction that smuggles a scalpel sharp dissection of gender politics 

and social expectations in amongst the deadpan lines and off-beat dialogue. Keiko finds her new job stacking 

shelves both rewarding and enjoyable, but her friends and family soon begin exerting pressure to force her 

down a very different path. 

Love in Colour: Mythical Tales from Around the World by Bolu Babalola (Headline) 

ISBN: 9781472268884 

Bolu Babalola takes the most beautiful love stories from history and mythology and rewrites them with 

incredible new detail and vivacity in her debut collection. Focusing on the magical folktales of West Africa, 

Babalola also reimagines iconic Greek myths, ancient legends from the Middle East, and stories from countries 

that no longer exist in our world. 

Antiemetic for Homesickness by Romalyn Ante (VINTAGE) 

ISBN: 9781784743000 

Steeped in the richness of Filipino folklore, and studded with Tagalog, these poems speak of the ache of 

assimilation and the complexities of belonging, telling the stories of generations of migrants who find exile 

through employment - through the voices of the mothers who leave and the children who are left behind. 


