
   
 

The Reading Agency’s Booklist for Children and Young People 

‘Nature and Wildlife’ July 2021 

 

July marks the start of the Summer Reading Challenge, which this year is in partnership with World Wildlife 

Fund (WWF). We have created a booklist inspired by the theme Nature and Wildlife, with a mix of fiction, 

non-fiction, picture books and poetry. Creatures of every shape and size can be found between these pages, 

including a kindly badger, a loving penguin, a worried gecko, a determined wolf and many more. We hope 

you feel inspired to share some of these titles with your library users or students, or even buy or borrow a 

copy to read yourself. 

The Nature Girls by Aki (Pan Macmillan Children’s Books) 

ISBN: 9781529004847 

The bold Nature Girls are ready for whatever nature throws at them! Join them as they pack their bags and 

start their journey, exploring natural habitats around the world. They swim in the sea, explore the desert, 

discover the harsh arctic tundra and more. There's so much to discover about the natural world, when you 

join this bright group of girls. 

Dear Badger by Xiao Mao, illustrated by Xu Qingfeng (New Frontier) 

ISBN: 9781913639655 

Dear Badger loves helping all his special animal friends. But, one day, he needs help... An enchanting tale about 

kindness, gratitude and friendship. 

Papa Penguin by Lindsay Camp, illustrated by Momoko Abe (Andersen Press) 

ISBN: 9781783449767 

Luckily for Sam, Dad's home just in time for a bedtime story. But tonight there'll be no aliens or super heroes, 

instead he'll tell the tale of Papa Penguin, who loves his beautiful boy-chick very much, even when he's not 

always around. 



   
A Turtle's View of the Ocean Blue by Catherine Barr, illustrated by Brendan Kearney (Hachette Children’s 

Group) 

ISBN: 9781786279095 

Join your sea turtle guide as you navigate every inch of our oceans, from the sunlit surface to the deepest, 

darkest depths. This beautiful book will help you explore the five oceans on our planet, meeting the creatures 

who live there and finding out just how their incredible surroundings work. 

A Way with Wild Things by Larissa Theule, illustrated by Sara Palacios (Bloomsbury) 

ISBN: 9781526628565 

Poppy loves bugs, and can usually be found carrying on conversations with ladybirds or sitting outside among 

the brightly coloured wildflowers. She's a master of camouflage, always finding a way to blend into her 

surroundings. But when a very special bug lands on her grandma's birthday cake, Poppy can't resist popping 

out to see it. Soon the rest of the guests notice the beautiful dragonfly, and Poppy too. Maybe it's OK to stand 

out sometimes. This poetic and evocative story celebrates the shy and introverted kids among us. 

Howard the Average Gecko by Wendy Meddour, illustrated by Carmen Saldana (Oxford University Press) 

ISBN: 9780192777348 

Howard thinks he's the most exceptional creature in the rainforest – that's because no other creature is as 

exceptionally camouflaged as him! But when he learns that the rainforest is full of other camouflaged 

creatures, he begins to wonder: 'Who will like me if I'm just . . . an average gecko?' Thankfully Howard meets 

Dolores (another average gecko) and he discovers that you don't have to be exceptional to be loved-and those 

that love you will never think you're average at all. 

Look What I Found at the Seaside by Moira Butterfield, illustrated by Jesús Verona (Nosy Crow) 

ISBN: 9781839940835 

Set off on an adventure to find treasure, from swirly sea shells to mysterious mermaid's purses, then learn 

more about each object with richly-illustrated and informative nature notes. Packed full of fascinating facts 

alongside a gentle rhyming narrative and encouraging children to get outside and explore their surroundings, 

this is a nature treasure hunt series for the whole family to enjoy. 

An Anthology of Intriguing Animals by Ben Hoare (DK) 

ISBN: 9780241334393 

Arranged from biggest to smallest, the wildlife of the world is revealed with stunning photography and 

gorgeous illustrations. The storybook descriptions will delight children and let them discover amazing animal 

facts, such as why the slow-motion sloth is so sluggish and how the plodding pangolin protects itself from 

predators, as well as some of the stories and myths surrounding their favourite beasts. 

Fire Girl, Forest Boy by Chloe Daykin (Faber Children’s Books) 

ISBN: 9780571349432 

A deftly handled interweaving of ancient lore and modern day real-world mystery, Fire Girl, Forest Boy sends 

a Scottish girl and native Peruvian boy through the South American jungle in pursuit of unscrupulous 

businessmen and the girl’s missing father. Packed with adventure and magic on a grand scale, Daykin’s thrilling 

tale is an enchanting read. 

Jungledrop by Abi Elphinstone (Simon and Schuster) 

ISBN: 9781471173684 



   
Eleven-year-old twins, Fox and Fibber, have been rivals for as long as they can remember. But when the twins 

are whisked off to Jungledrop, a magical Unmapped Kingdom in charge of conjuring our world's weather, 

things get wildly out of hand. Live a life filled with adventure with Abi Elphinstone in this magical series where 

a whole new world is waiting to be discovered! This series will not only leave children entertained, but will 

also empower them to battle climate change and environmental issues. 

How to Help a Hedgehog and Protect a Polar Bear by Dr Jess French, illustrated by Angela Keoghan (Nosy 

Crow) 

ISBN: 9781788002578 

From beetles and butterflies, to puffins and polar bears, animals and habitats all over the world need our 

protection. In this beautifully illustrated book, children (and adults!) can learn about thirteen different habitats 

- gardens, hedgerows, heathlands, woodlands, highlands, wetlands, the coastline, freshwater, oceans, 

savannahs, jungles and mountains - and simple everyday ways to protect them. 

A Wolf Called Wander by Rosanne Parry, illustrated by Mónica Armiño (Andersen Books) 

ISBN: 9781783447909 

Swift lives with his pack in the mountains, until one day his home and family are lost. Alone and starving, Swift 

must make a choice: stay and try to eke out a desperate life on the borders of his old hunting grounds, or 

strike out and find a new place to call home. Inspired by a true story, A Wolf Called Wander is about family, 

courage and survival. With an extra factual section about wolves and their environment, this book is perfect 

for animal lovers. 

How to Save the World with a Chicken and an Egg by Emma Shevah (Chicken House) 

ISBN: 9781910655474 

This story isn't just about birds. It's about secrets, the seaside, how seagulls can trick worms into thinking it's 

raining. It's about mucus, fudge and dogs needing a wide variety of sniffs. How a girl called Ivy and a boy 

called Nathaniel solved a mystery and saved the world's animals: one at a time... A terrific positive-action 

mystery perfect for eco-aware young readers! 

A Year of Nature Poems by Joseph Coelho, illustrated by Kelly Louise Judd (Wide Eyed Editions) 

ISBN: 9780711249943 

A poem for every month, this is a beautiful anthology of nature poems by best-loved children's poet, Joseph 

Coelho encourages a love for the natural world and the importance of looking after it. 

The Wild Folk by Sylvia Linsteadt (Usborne) 

ISBN: 9781474934985 

In the land of Farallone, City boy Tin and Country girl Comfrey are guided on a quest by two young hares. Their 

task is to save the mystical Wild Folk from destruction. But the Wild Folk don't trust humans, and the children 

face impossible challenges and meet extraordinary creatures as they battle to save the land they love. A 

timeless and magical fantasy adventure. 

The Boy Who Met a Whale by Nizrana Farook (Nosy Crow) 

ISBN: 9781788009430 

A thrilling adventure set in fictional Sri Lanka. A local fisherboy, is watching turtle eggs hatch when he sees a 

boat bobbing into view. With a chill, he notices a small, still hand hanging over the side... Inside is Zheng, who's 

escaped a shipwreck and is full of tales of sea monsters and missing treasure. But the villains who are after 



   
Zheng are soon after Razi and his sister, Shifa, too. And so begins an exhilarating adventure in the shadow of 

the biggest sea monster of them all... 

 

 

Young Adult 

The Lost Words by Jackie Morris and Robert Macfarlane (Penguin General) 

ISBN: 9780241253588 

Assembled in acrostic spell-poems by the peerless wordsmith that is Robert Macfarlane and illuminated by 

Jackie Morris’ unparalleled skill in rendering the natural world, The Lost Words is a volume to be treasured 

forever. As monumental as the world it describes, it is a fitting thing of beauty to arrest the decline of a 

language and experience that are both so quickly fading away. 

To the Bright Edge of the World by Eowyn Ivey (Headline) 

ISBN: 9781472208620 

Winter 1885. Lieutenant Colonel Allen Forrester accepts the mission of a lifetime, to navigate Alaska's 

Wolverine River, but there's no telling what awaits. He leaves behind his young wife, Sophie, newly pregnant 

with the child he had never expected to have. Sophie would have loved nothing more than to carve a path 

through the wilderness alongside Allen - what she does not anticipate is that their year apart will demand 

every ounce of courage of her that it does of her husband. 

Diary of a Young Naturalist by Dara McAnulty (Ebury) 

ISBN: 9781529109603 

Diary of a Young Naturalist chronicles the turning of 15-year-old Dara McAnulty's world. From spring and 

through a year in his home patch in Northern Ireland, Dara, who was diagnosed with Asperger’s/autism aged 

five, spent the seasons writing. These vivid, evocative and moving diary entries about his connection to wildlife 

and the way he sees the world are raw in their telling. 

Dry by Neal Shusterman and Jarrod Shusterman (Walker Books) 

ISBN: 9781406386851 

When the California drought escalates to catastrophic proportions, one teen is forced to make life and death 

decisions in this harrowing story of survival from New York Times bestselling author Neal Shusterman and 

Jarrod Shusterman. 

The Sandcastle Empire by Kayla Olson (Harper Teen) 

ISBN: 9780062484871 

A powerful group called the Wolfpack controls the earth and its resources. Eden has lost everything to them. 

They killed her family and her friends, destroyed her home, and imprisoned her. But Eden refuses to die by 

their hands. She knows the coordinates to the only neutral ground left in the world, a place called Sanctuary 

Island, and she is desperate to escape to its shores. Eden finally reaches the island and meets others resistant 

to the Wolves. But their solace is short-lived when one of Eden’s new friends goes missing. Braving the jungle 

in search of their lost ally, they quickly discover Sanctuary is filled with lethal traps and an enemy they never 

expected. 



   
The Green Teen: The Eco-Friendly Teen’s Guide to Saving the World by Jenn Savedge (New Society 

Publishers) 

ISBN: 9780865716490 

Designed as a way for teens to learn about the positive environmental impacts they can make, this "on-the-

go" guide is filled with great green ideas that can be implemented in homes, schools, and throughout the 

community. This resource contains a sample proposal teens can use to develop a recycling program in their 

school; a cut-out card of text message codes that teens can use to have eco-info sent straight to their mobile 

phone--ingredients to avoid in personal care products, the top 10 foods to buy organic and more. 


