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May marks Local and Community History Month and we have curated a booklist that brings together 

all different strands of British history, with a few stories that look further afield too. There is a mix of 

fiction, non-fiction and poetry, with something for every reader. We hope that you’ll be inspired to 

order some for your library, or borrow or buy a copy to read yourself or with children. 

Fantastically Great Women Who Made History by Kate Pankhurst (Bloomsbury) 

ISBN: 9781408878903 

This beautiful title looks at the stories, accomplishments and adventures of many more brilliant 

women from throughout history. Travel through the Underground Railroad with the brave and 

courageous Harriet Tubman, turn the pages of the hauntingly brilliant Frankenstein with the incredibly 

talented Mary Shelley and prepare yourself for an unforgettable journey through history with these 

and many other remarkable women. 

Coming to England by Floella Benjamin, illustrated by Diane Ewan (Macmillan Children’s Books) 

ISBN: 9781529009422 

A picture book story about the triumph of hope, love, and determination, Coming to England is the 

inspiring true story of Baroness Floella Benjamin: from Trinidad, to London as part of the Windrush 

generation, to the House of Lords. 

The Castle the King Built by Rebecca Colby, illustrated by Tom Froese (Nosy Crow) 

ISBN: 9781788006590 

Find out exactly what goes on inside a medieval castle in this impeccably stylish picture book from the 

National Trust. How many people does it take to build a castle? And what exactly does each person 

do? Explore what happens inside the castle the king built with striking retro artwork from illustrator 

Tom Froese and a carefully researched rollicking rhyme from author Rebecca Colby. Every Nosy Crow 

paperback picture book comes with a free "Stories Aloud" audio recording. Just scan the QR code and 

listen along! 



   
Harry the History Hound's Hysterical Historical Facts and Jokes by Tracey Turner, illustrated by 

Sarah Horne (Nosy Crow) 

ISBN: 9780857638670 

Packed full of hysterical hysteria, you'll lose your head laughing with this National Trust joke book This 

hysterical, historical joke book is full of hilarious jokes and witty illustrations based on characters that 

children will recognise throughout history. Featuring kings and queens, Romans, Victorians, pirates 

and more, Harry the History Hound's terrific compilation of jokes will have children roaring with 

laughter! 

Africa Day by Chi Mary Kalu, illustrated by Jelena Jordanovic-Lewis (New Frontier) 

ISBN: 9781912678112 

A little boy and his mum discover many colourful, fun and exciting things when they attend the 

Africa Day Festival. 

When Secrets Set Sail by Sita Brahmachari (Hachette Children’s Group) 

ISBN: 9781510105430 

Tackling themes of immigration, colonialism and unfulfilled promises, this striking novel from former 

Waterstones Children’s Book Prize winner Sita Brahmachari features bickering ghosts, a vitally 

important quest and a race against time through the streets of London. Written with both intelligence 

and assurance, When Secrets Set Sail is a scintillating adventure and a superb introduction to complex 

historical themes.     

Edgar and Adolf by Phil Earle and Michael Wagg (Oxford University Press) 

ISBN: 9780198494911 

When he inherits a special football badge, German teenager Adi sets off on a mission to fulfil his 

grandfather's dying wish and return the badge to its rightful owner, former England footballer, Edgar 

Kail. After tracking Edgar down, Adi gets the chance to learn more about the achievements of his 

grandfather, Adolf Jager, and the story unfolds of a special friendship that spanned twenty years and 

survived the horror of the Second World War. Edgar Kail and Adolf Jager played for their respective 

clubs in the early twentieth century and they remain folk heroes even now. Perfect for less-confident 

readers, this is a fictional tale of two real-life footballing heroes, and the moving story of a friendship 

forged by the beautiful game. 

A Secret of Birds and Bone by Kiran Millwood Hargrave (Chicken House) 

ISBN: 9781913322960 

In an Italian city ravaged by plague, Sofia's mother carves beautiful mementoes from the bones of 

loved ones. But one day, she doesn't return home. Did her work lead her into danger? Sofia and her 

little brother Ermin are sent to the convent orphanage but soon escape, led by an enigmatic new 

friend and their pet crow, Corvith. Together they cross the city underground, following clues in bones 

up to the towers of Siena, where - circled by magpies - the children find the terrible truth... 

A Street Through Time illustrated by Steve Noon (DK) 

ISBN: 9780241411544 

Have you ever wondered what your street was like thousands of years ago? This illustrated history 

book for children takes you on a 12,000-year journey to find out the story of a single street. 



   
The Ghost of Gosswater by Lucy Strange (Chicken House) 

ISBN: 9781911077848 

The Lake District, 1899 The Earl is dead and cruel Cousin Clarence has inherited everything. Twelve-

year-old Lady Agatha Asquith is cast out of Gosswater Hall to live in a tiny, tumbledown cottage with 

a stranger who claims to be her father. Aggie is determined to discover her real identity, but she is not 

alone on her quest for the truth. On the last day of the year, when the clock strikes midnight, a 

mysterious girl of light creeps through the crack in time; she will not rest until the dark, terrible secrets 

of the past have been revealed. A thrilling gothic adventure for young readers aged 9 and up - perfect 

for fans of Emma Carroll and Frances Hardinge. 

Stage Fright by Rosie Radford (Dinosaur Books) 

ISBN: 9781999336349 

These spine-tingling stories are all set in the same south London Victorian theatre, but at different 

points in its history: first in its Victorian heyday, then during World War II and lastly in the 1970s, when 

it is no longer even a theatre but has been converted into a cinema. Each tale features a different 

array of compelling theatrical characters just waiting to entertain young readers. 

Joan Procter, Dragon Doctor: The Woman Who Loved Reptiles by Patricia Valdez, illustrated by 

Felicita Sala (Andersen Press) 

ISBN: 9781783447411 

Back in the days of long skirts and afternoon teas, young Joan Procter entertained the most unusual 

party guests: slithery and scaly ones, who turned over teacups and crawled past the crumpets... While 

other girls played with dolls, Joan preferred the company of reptiles. When Joan grew older, she 

became the Curator of Reptiles at the Natural History Museum. She went on to design the Reptile 

House at the London Zoo, including a home for the rumored-to-be-vicious komodo dragons. With a 

lively text and vibrant illustrations, scientist and writer Patricia Valdez and illustrator Felicita Sala bring 

to life Joan Procter's inspiring story of passion and determination. 

The Undefeated by Kwame Alexander, illustrated by Kadir Nelson (Andersen Press) 

ISBN: 9781783449293 

This is for the unforgettable. The unafraid. The undefeated. From New York Times bestselling-author 

Kwame Alexander comes this powerful and important ode to black history: the strength and bravery 

of everyday people and the grit, passion, and perseverance of some of the world's greatest artists, 

athletes, and activists. 

Young Adult 

Black and British by David Olusoga (Macmillan Children’s Books) 

ISBN: 9781529063394 

Revised and rewritten for younger readers, Olusoga’s insightful and invaluable history of the Black 

experience in the British Isles ranges from forgotten Africans in the Roman legions to the multicultural 

society of the present day. 

I, Ada by Julia Grey (Andersen Press) 

ISBN: 9781839130076 



   
Ada Byron is rich and clever, but she longs to be free. Free to explore all the amazing ideas that come 

to her imagination, like flying mechanical horses and stories inspired by her travels. Then Ada meets 

a man whose invention might just change the world - and he needs her visionary brilliance to bring it 

to life… A wonderfully witty and poignant portrayal of the young life of Ada Lovelace, the 19th-century 

mathematician who is hailed as the world's first computer programmer. 

The Pieces of Ourselves by Maggie Harcourt (Usborne) 

IBSN: 9781474940696 

A gorgeous YA romance following one girl diagnosed with bipolar II as she finds herself falling in love 

- told with heart, humour and authenticity, this is a YA Silver Linings Playbook. Flora "doesn't do 

people", not since the Incident that led to her leaving school midway through her GCSEs. The Incident 

that led to her being diagnosed with bipolar II. The Incident that left her in pieces. Until Hal arrives. 

He's researching a story about a missing World War I soldier, and he wants Flora's help. Flora used to 

love history before the Incident, but spending so much time with Hal is her worst nightmare. Yet as 

they begin to piece together the life of the missing soldier, a life of lost love, secrets and lies, Flora 

finds a piece of herself falling for Hal. 

Cane Warriors by Alex Wheatle (Anderdsen Press) 

ISBN: 9781783449873 

Based on the true story of an eighteenth-century slave uprising, Wheatle’s propulsive novel centres 

on the teenage Moa and the challenging decisions he must make as a ‘cane warrior’ fighting for 

freedom from the Jamaican plantations. 

Witch by Finbar Hawkins (Head of Zeus) 

ISBN: 9781838935610 

Set in the 17th century, a breathtaking debut, and a potential prize-winner, about the power of 

women, witchcraft, fury, revenge and the ties that bind us. After witnessing the brutal murder of her 

mother by witch-hunters, Evey vows to avenge her and track down the killers. Fury burns in her bright 

and strong. But she has promised her mother that she will keep Dill, her little sister, safe. As the lust 

for blood and retribution rises to fever pitch, will Evey keep true to the bonds of sisterhood and to the 

magick that is her destiny? 

Oh My Gods by Alexandra Sheppard (Scholastic) 

ISBN: 9781407188737 

Life as a half-mortal teenager should be epic. But, for Helen Thomas, it's tragic. She's just moved in 

with her dorky dad and self-absorbed older siblings - who happen to be the ancient Greek gods, living 

incognito in London! Between keeping her family's true identities secret, trying to impress her new 

friends, and meeting an actually cute boy, Helen's stress levels are higher than Mount Olympus. She 

needs to rein in her chaotic family before they blow their cover AND her chances at a half-normal 

social life. Or is Helen fated for an embarrassment of mythical proportions? 


