
 

 
 

   

 

World Book Night 

Toolkit for prison libraries 

We’re so excited that you want to join in celebrating World Book Night 2022! This toolkit 

will help you to get involved by planning your own activity in your prison.  

What is World Book Night? 

World Book Night is the annual celebration of books and reading that takes place on 23 

April. People from all backgrounds are brought together for one reason – to inspire others 

to read more. The best part about it is that everyone can get involved!  

Why is World Book Night important?  

World Book Night is run by The Reading Agency, a UK-wide charity that tackles life’s big 

challenges through the proven power of reading.  

• In England, 31% of adults don’t read for pleasure, rising to 46% of young people 
(aged 16 to 24).  

• We know that reading for pleasure is linked to fewer feelings of stress and 
depression, better sleeping patterns and improved literacy.  

As well as celebrating reading, we work with publishers to donate books to organisations 

across the country, including prisons, colleges, hospitals, care homes and homeless shelters, 

and many more. These organisations reach non-readers and those who don’t have access to 

books. Since the first World Book Night celebration in 2011, we have given out almost 3 

million books. We believe that everyone can participate in World Book Night, and for many 

this book will start their reading journey. 

The Booklist 

Every year, we work closely with publishers to put together a list of books that encourage 

and inspire everyone to read. What we look for is simple – good, enjoyable and engaging 

books. We include a variety of genres: fiction and nonfiction as well as books aimed at 

young adults.  

 

Use the list to put together a collection for your prison. This could be in your main library if 

it’s open or if you’re running a remote ‘request and deliver’ service you could display small 

collections out on the wings or share the list with residents to help them 

order a book from the library.  

 



 

 
 

   

World Book Night is an opportunity to celebrate the value of reading and books with the 

whole prison – including staff! Reading supports mental wellbeing as well as skills 

development. Reading can provide both a comfort and distraction for residents who are 

looking for activities to fill their time. 

 

If your prison is receiving books to distribute as part of the national giveaway, download our 

guidance from worldbooknight.org/resources to find information on safely distributing your 

books and ideas on how you can celebrate. 

 

Quick Reads 

For the first time this year World Book Night is partnering with Quick Reads! Quick Reads 

are short books written for less confident and less engaged readers. The Reading Agency are 

producing eight new titles on 14 April 2022 and all eight books are on the World Book Night 

list. 

 

Find out more about the titles here. You can order them from your usual library supplier or 

directly from The Reading Agency shop on bookshop.org. We have an exclusive offer on 

bundles off Quick Reads available here. You could order a set for your prison and encourage 

the whole prison, including staff, to read the same title. This can be a great way to get 

everyone talking about reading and books. Quick Reads are the perfect titles for this as they 

are accessible for less confident readers and regular readers who can enjoy dipping into a 

short story or trying a new author or genre. 

 

How to celebrate on 23 April 

#ReadingHour  

Join us for #ReadingHour from 7-8pm on 23 April. The aim of #ReadingHour is to encourage 

everyone to set aside time to dedicate to reading. Reading improves mental wellbeing, 

literacy, and aids relaxation. Why not get your staff involved and make #ReadingHour a 

prison-wide event? If your prison uses social media let us know what you’re up to by using 

#ReadingHour and join in with the national celebration.  

If you have screens around your prison you can use our digital assets to spread the word. If 

you have a prison radio station why not ask them to join in and announce the start of 

#ReadingHour on air! 

Peer Recommendation 

Are you running Reading Ahead? Suggest to participants that they choose a 

book from the World Book Night list as one of their six reads. Reading Ahead 

also has a selection of peer review resources to encourage prison residents 

https://worldbooknight.org/resources/
https://readingagency.org.uk/adults/tips/quick-reads-2022-find-out-more-about-the-books.html
https://uk.bookshop.org/lists/quick-reads
https://shop.readingagency.org.uk/products/copy-of-pre-order-the-2021-quick-reads-titles-1
https://readingahead.org.uk/resources/4797
https://readingahead.org.uk/resources/4800


 

 
 

   

to recommend books amongst themselves. Share these resources on the wings along with 

the World Book Night booklist and encourage some peer-to-peer recommendations!  

World Book Night giveaway 

If your application to receive books as part of our national giveaway has been successful, 

think about how you can best engage those who don't regularly read for pleasure. This is a 

perfect opportunity to encourage new people to join the reading community through the 

gift of a book. You could distribute books to the wings, encourage peer recommendations 

and book sharing, or save the books for the reopening of your library.  

Social media  

There will be lots happening on The Reading Agency and World Book Night social media on 

23 April. If your prison uses social media, tag us in your posts using @WorldBookNight 

@readingagency and #WorldBookNight #QuickReads. Or you can send an update to 

worldbooknight@readingagency.org.uk. We'd love to see what you're doing! 

mailto:worldbooknight@readingagency.org.uk

