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Get Reading Ahead and see where it takes you

What is Reading Ahead? 
Launched in 2008, this annual programme challenges people to choose six reads – these can be 
poems, articles, graphic novels, digital text or books like Quick Reads – and record their thoughts 
on what they have read in a diary. After completing their diary participants receive a certificate. 
Readers can take part with printed materials or online at readingahead.org.uk. 
Reading Ahead asks participants to challenge themselves. The programme results in participants 
reading more, improving skills and gaining confidence.

Who’s it for? 
Reading Ahead is aimed at young people 
and adults who are less confident 
readers, want to improve their literacy 
and language skills or want to get 
back into reading. It is run in public 
libraries, colleges, adult and community 
learning, workplaces and prisons. Over 
30,000 people took part in the 2018/19 
programme and 96% of organisations 
said it increased their participants’ 
reading confidence and enjoyment of 
reading.  

When does it take place? 
This year Reading Ahead is running from 
February until June 2021. It will then 
restart in September. The programme 
can be run at anytime and materials 
remain available in The Reading Agency’s 
online shop at readingagency.org.uk. 
A new website has been developed for 
2021 that contains a reading database 
and a hub of resources for those 
running Reading Ahead. This includes 
downloadable posters, learning resources 
and toolkits, visit readingahead.org.uk.

“Reading is at the heart of libraries’ work, as 
it transforms people’s lives. Reading Ahead 
works really well to encourage people to read 
for information – and most importantly – for 
pleasure.” Isobel Hunter, Chief Executive 
of Libraries Connected 

“Reading Ahead is a simple programme with a 
powerful impact. It extends vocabularies and 
opens up a new world of different opinions, which 
is more important now than ever before.” Asfa 
Sohail, Principal of Lewisham College  

“Reading Ahead isn’t just about books. Students 
read articles, poetry, newspapers...practically 
anything! It’s about reading achievements on 
their own terms and that makes a difference.” 
Mirna Peach, Co-Chair of CoLRiC and 
Head of Library Services at Leyton 
Sixth Form College   

“Reading Ahead helped me to write better in 
class and made me more confident.”   
Justina, Business L1 student, 
Northampton College 
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