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Reading Ahead in prisons

What is Reading Ahead? 
Launched in 2008, this annual programme challenges people to choose six reads – these can be 
poems, articles, graphic novels or books like Quick Reads – and record their thoughts on what they 
have read in a diary. After completing their diary participants receive a certificate and a dictionary.
Reading Ahead asks participants to challenge themselves. The programme results in participants 
reading more, improving skills and gaining confidence.

Who’s it for? 
Reading Ahead is aimed at young people 
and adults who are less confident 
readers, want to improve their literacy 
and language skills or want to get back 
into reading. It is run in most prisons in 
the UK and also public libraries, colleges, 
adult and community learning and 
workplaces. Over 9,000 people took part 
in the 2018/19 programme in prison and 
96% of organisations said it increased 
their participants’ reading confidence 
and enjoyment of reading. The resources 
are specially tailored for use in prisons. 

When does it take place? 
This year Reading Ahead is running from 
February until June 2021. It will then 
restart in September. The programme 
can be run at anytime and materials 
remain available in The Reading Agency’s 
online shop at readingagency.org.uk. 
A new website has been developed for 
2021 that contains a reading database 
and a hub of resources for those 
running Reading Ahead. This includes 
downloadable posters, learning resources 
and toolkits, visit readingahead.org.uk.

“The ability to read and enjoy reading offers a 
freedom like nothing else – the chance to explore 
different worlds and ways of thinking, to escape 
the limitations we place on ourselves. Reading 
Ahead opens men’s eyes to the joy of reading.” 
Penny Bartlett, Governor, HMP/YOI 
Chelmsford

“You can learn a lot from a book even if you are 
not the best reader.” Tyran, HMP Preston 

“The programme gives everyone the chance to 
try reading with a new purpose and completely 
without judgement.”  Natalie Garfield, 
Library Service Assistant, HMP Gartree  

“I like Reading Ahead. I have read six books 
and my English is getting better.” Salar, HMP 
Manchester 
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“The flexibility of Reading Ahead allows people 
to choose all kinds of texts to read for pleasure. 
The benefits are enormous from improved mental 
health to increased participation in activities, 
including library visits and education. Thank you 
to everyone involved for making this initiative 
so engaging.” Chris Emmett, Director of 
Strategy – Prison Education, Weston 
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