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This pack has been put 
together to help get 
everyone chatting about 
silly things this summer

Use alongside the session plan. 
You can print out individual pages or the whole 
pack – whatever is easier for you.
 
Get in touch to let us know how your session went 
and if you have ideas for other sessions or resources 
that would be useful:

 readingfriends@readingagency.org.uk
 
These icons will help guide you to the appropriate 
resources:

 Can be enjoyed by a group

 Can be a solo activity

 Dementia-friendly

 Large print

 Easy to read

Silly Squad Illustrations © Laura Ellen 



Summer Reading Challenge: 
The Silly Squad!

This pack ties into the Summer Reading Challenge which is an annual 
Challenge to encourage children to read over the summer holidays. 
This year’s theme is Silly Squad. However why leave all the silliness to 
the kids!

Enjoy chatting about silly things, either online or in person with 
friends, family, especially children and grandchildren! There are lots 
of activities in this pack to do over the summer.

Have a look at the Silly Squad website www.sillysquad.org.uk and find 
out more about it in the Home Zone.

First of all let's meet all the Silly Squad characters.



Snook, the penguin, who likes 
funny novels

Bamboozle, the panda, who is 
into comics and graphic novels

Merry, the giraffe, who loves 
tall tales and amazing non-
fiction 

Lily, the frog, who is always 
telling jokes

And Izzie, the octopus, who is 
a poetry fan



Silly Wordsearch!
Each of the 14 words in this Wordsearch has something do with being 
silly or funny.
Look for the words in the squares - across, down, up, and from right to 
left – and then chat about which kind of humour gets you laughing the 
most. Answers at the end.
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Discussion ideas:  
What makes you laugh?
What makes you laugh the most?

Lots of us laugh at different things – while one person thinks 
something is hilarious, someone else might just not get it.  
What are all the different kinds of humour? – e.g. jokes, puns, 
slapstick, silliness!

Have you ever watched live stand-up, or a circus show with clowns? 
Did you enjoy it?

Why do we laugh when someone slips on a banana skin? Did you ever 
watch 'You’ve Been Framed'? Did you find any of the clips funny?

Funny things that have happened to you

Talk about something funny that has happened to you – a silly thing 
that you have done, or something funny that you have seen.
 
Your favourite comedy shows and films
 
Talk about your favourites.  See if you can find any of them online or 
on DVD to enjoy. You could arrange with a friend or family member 
to watch a film or show and then get together online or on the phone 
afterwards to chat about it, if you can’t meet in person. 

W
HAT M

AKES YOU LAUGH



Adult funny programmes
Do you watch comedy shows, sitcoms, sketch shows, stand-up or 
other funny programmes?

Here’s a link to some favourite British sitcoms:  
https://www.comedy.co.uk/tv/top/   
In the resources below, there are suggestions for films and cartoons 
you could watch as well as these popular shows:

Absolutely Fabulous
Birds of a Feather
Blackadder
Dad’s Army
Dinner Ladies
Father Ted
Fawlty Towers
Goodness Gracious Me
I Love Lucy
Men Behaving Badly
Only Fools and Horses
Red Dwarf
Sanford and Son
Some Mothers Do 'Ave ’Em
The Golden Girls
The Royle Family
The Likely Lads
The Vicar of Dibley
The Young Ones
Thin Blue Line

FUNNY PROGRAM
M

ES



Funny people – activity idea
Your favourite comedians
Talk about your favourite funny people – and have a go at putting 
names to the faces of popular comedians, in the quiz below. Answers 
at the end.
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FUNNY PEOPLE
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FUNNY PEOPLE
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FUNNY PEOPLE
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FUNNY PEOPLE



Lily, the Silly Squad frog, 
recommends!
Jokes, riddles, puns and tongue twisters to share! 

Here are some jokes to get you going, plus some book suggestions, 
so you can find many more. You’ll find joke books from your local 
library's online collection or through their click-and-collect services if 
they're not fully open, and lots of jokes on the internet.  

Have joke-swapping sessions! What’s your favourite joke? Which ones 
make you laugh…and which ones don’t? Do you tell any particular 
jokes to your children/grandchildren?

What time will you go to the dentist?
Tooth-hurty!

Knock knock!  Who’s there?
Ice cream.
Ice cream who?
Ice cream if you don’t let me in!

What did the mouse say when it broke its front teeth?
Hard cheese!

What is small, round, green and goes up and down? 
A pea in an elevator!

Why do hummingbirds hum?

Because they forgot the words.
 

Here’s Judi Dench and her grandson sharing jokes – she nearly always 
gets the punchline!   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fM2al0266ZA

JOKES



‘Knock-knock’ jokes and puns

A pun is a play on words, maybe using similar-sounding words, or 
words and phrases that can mean different things.  Words could 
sound alike but have different meanings, like "jeans" and "genes", or 
they could be spelled the same but have two or more meanings, like 
the word "club". Have a look for some ‘knock-knock’ jokes and puns 
like these:

What do you call an alligator in a vest? 
An investigator!

How do turtles talk to each other? 
By using shell phones!

When do you know when the moon has had enough to 
eat?
When it’s full.

Learning how to collect trash wasn’t that hard, I just 
picked it up as I went along.

I knew a couple who met in a revolving door. I think 

they’re still going round together.
 

Have a look at:

Puns for Children: Winner of the Pullet Surprise by Ninki Mallet

Big Book of Silly Jokes for Kids by Carol P. Roman

Bumper Book of Very Silly Jokes by the publisher Macmillan

JOKES



Tongue Twisters

You probably have heard these tongue twisters before. 
Challenge each other to say them – and then to say them faster!

Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers
A peck of pickled peppers Peter Piper picked
If Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers
Where’s the peck of pickled peppers Peter Piper 
picked?

How much wood would a woodchuck chuck
If a woodchuck could chuck wood?

She sells sea shells on the sea shore
The shells she sells are shells for sure.

Are there any you find easier than others? Do you know any more? 
Did you say or hear any different ones as a child? Or do your children/
grandchildren know any others?

Take a look at this book for more ideas! 
Lots of Tongue Twisters for Kids  by Winn Whee

TONGUE TW
ISTERS



Merry, the Silly Squad 
giraffe, recommends!
Funny facts!

Sometimes things that are actually true can seem the funniest and 
silliest things of all.
Try out these amazing facts to get each other laughing – and have a go 
at the Wacky Facts Quiz below! Answers are at the end.

A flock of crows is known as a murder.

29 May is officially “Put a Pillow on 

Your Fridge Day”.

This strange holiday spans back to the 

early 1900s, where families would place 

a piece of cloth in their larders. It’s 

celebrated in Europe and the USA to 

bring luck and wealth to the household.

Bananas are curved because they grow 

towards the sun.    

Bananas go through a process called 

“negative geotropism.” Instead of 

growing towards the ground, they start 

growing towards the sun.

A lion’s roar can be heard from 5 miles away.

A lion can roar as loud as 114 decibels, which is roughly 25 

times louder than a gas-powered lawnmower.

During your lifetime, you will spend around thirty-eight days 

brushing your teeth!

FUNNY FACTS



Recycling one glass jar saves enough energy to watch television for 3 

hours.

The average person has the chance to recycle 25,000 jars in their 

lifetime – that’s 75,000 hours of television!

It’s treason to misplace a postage stamp.  

Placing a postage stamp bearing the queen’s head upside down 

on an envelope is considered an act of treason.  Also, defacing or 

destroying anything bearing a likeness of the monarch is illegal. This 

means that burning paper money, bending coins or tearing a postage 

stamp is against the law.

It’s against the law to shake a carpet.  

Under the Metropolitan Police Act of 1839, it’s illegal to beat or 

shake a mat, carpet, or a rug in the streets of London.  The only time 

you may beat them is before 8am.

You could legally mail a child in the post! 

In the early days of the US parcel postal service, regulations were 

vague. Mailing children mostly occurred in rural America as the price 

of postage was cheaper than the price of a child’s train or bus ticket, 

so the cheapest way to send a child to their grandparents who lived 

far away.

You are breaking UK law if you get drunk in a pub.

It’s illegal to jump the queue in the Tube ticket hall.

You’ll find amazing facts in many non-fiction books – here are a couple of 
suggestions: 

Horrible Histories (series) by Terry Deary
Silly Facts for Silly Kids by Silly Willy

FUNNY FACTS



Wacky Facts Quiz:  
True or False?    

 
'Facts' True or false

1. If you fell into a black hole you’d 
stretch out like spaghetti!

2. An average yawn lasts about 30 
seconds.

3. Your brain is made completely of water.

4. An oyster can take five years to make 
one pearl.

5. Monkeys can go bald in old age, just as 
humans do.

6. At least 12 rocks from Mars have 
landed on Earth.

7. Every day is about 55 billionths of a 
second longer than the day before.

8. Dragonflies can only see behind them.

9. When you see lightning it’s travelling at 
about 227 million mph.

10. Crocodiles often eat rocks.

TRUE OR FALSE ACTIVITY



'Facts' True or false

11. Pigs can get sunburned.

12. Frogs drink through their noses.

13. A tiger’s skin is striped, just like the 
stripes of its fur.

14. Maggots breathe through their bottoms!

15. Your ears will keep on growing right 
through your life.

16. Dwarf elephants, about 1 metre high, 
once roamed on Mediterranean islands.

17. You share your birthday with at least 9 
million other people in the world.

18. If a crab’s leg gets broken off, it can 
grow a new one.

19. Bats have powerful eyesight and can 
see things a mile away.

20. The average 4 year old asks over 400 
questions a day!

TRUE OR FALSE ACTIVITY



Amusing insults

Children love rude and funny names!  Have a go at making some 
up for each other – how about ‘you lemony pancake!’ or ‘you 
squashed tomato!’  Have a look at these brilliant insults from a few 
hundred years ago – what do you think ‘moon calf’ could mean?! Or 
‘hobbledehoy’ or ‘smellfungus’!

https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/top-10-rare-and-
amusing-insults-vol-1/smellfungus

Some lovely ones here from Shakespeare plays:

Insult Meaning

Cream-faced loon!  
Macbeth                                  

White-faced fool

Paper-faced villain!  
Henry IV  Part 2                     

Pale and thin-faced scoundrel

Painted maypole!    
A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream   

Tall and thin, like a ribboned maypole

You scullion!  You 
rapscallion!  You 
fustilarian!    
Henry IV Part 2   

Washer-upper! 
Rascal/scamp! Stinkard!  

A stewed prune!   
Henry IV Part 1                         

What it says!  Dry and wrinkly fruit

Cullionly barber-
monger!    
King Lear                    

Rascal – who goes too often to the barber!

Nut-hook!   
Henry IV  Part 2                             

A thief who steals using a hook

AM
AZING INSULTS



Read the book, stream the series, or watch the DVD!  

Enjoy together these favourite funny characters: you’ll find them 
in books, comics and films. Some will probably already be familiar 
friends!  

Ask the Storybots Several books for young readers
Betsey Biggalow by Malorie Blackman - Short stories
Charlie and Lola by Lauren Child - Series
Danger Mouse by Ernest Penfold - Series
Dennis and Gnasher Unleashed In the Beano comic
Doc McStuffins Series
Dora the Explorer Several books
JoJo and Gran Gran by Laura Henry
Paddington by Michael Bond - Several books
Peppa Pig Series
Postman Pat by John Cunliffe and Stuart Trotter - Series
Raising Dion by Dennis Liu - Comic
Shaun the Sheep Series
Star Wars: The Clone Wars Several books
That's So Raven Series
The Clangers by Peter Firmin - Series
The Sheep-Pig by Dick King-Smith  
Toy Story 1, 2, 3 and 4 Picture books, sticker books and colouring 

FUNNY CHARACTERS



Izzie, the Silly Squad 
octopus, recommends!
Poems, limericks and poetry collections

Below are just a couple of funny poems for you and your family to 
have a laugh at, together with some suggested writers and collections 
of humorous poetry. Have you read any other silly poems? What were 
they and who wrote them?

Do you carrot all for me?
My heart beets for you,
With your turnip nose
And your radish face,
You are a peach.
If we cantaloupe,
Lettuce marry:
Weed make a swell pear.   

Do You Carrot All for Me?
Unknown author

POEM



I've hunted near, I've hunted far,
I even looked inside my car.
I've lost my glasses, I'm in need,
To have them now so I can read.
I loudly swear and I curse
Did I leave them in my purse?
Are they behind the sofa, under the bed?
Oh there they are - on my head!                     

Missing
Anne Scott 

POEM



Enjoy some limericks! 

These have five lines – you could have a go at making up your own.
  
The first, second, and fifth lines must have seven to ten syllables 
while rhyming and having the same verbal rhythm. The third and 
fourth lines should only have five to seven syllables; they too must 
rhyme with each other and have the same rhythm.

There was a young lady of Lynn,

Who was so uncommonly thin

That when she essayed

To drink lemonade

She slipped through the straw and fell in.

There was an old man from Milan, 

Whose limericks never would scan. 

When told this was so, 

He said, ‘yes, I know. 

‘But I always try to get as many syllables into the last line as I possibly can.'

Here’s one that breaks the rules!

There was a young man of Bygur,

Who went for a ride on a tiger

They came back from the ride

With the man inside

And a smile on the face of the tiger.

LIM
ERICKS



Some poetry collections 

The Works by Paul Cookson (coll.)  ‘It's got chants, action verses, 
riddles, tongue twisters, shape poems, puns, acrostics, haikus, 
cinquains, kennings, couplets, thin poems, lists, conversations, 
monologues, epitaphs, songs, limericks, tankas, nonsense poems, 
raps, narrative verse and performance poetry’

Revolting Rhymes by Roald Dahl and Quentin Blake

Funny Poems by Jan Dean (coll.) ‘Roaring dinosaur rhymes, silly 
school rhymes: even some revolting rhymes to get you groaning. You 
can rap or rhyme them, mime them out or tackle fiendish tongue-
twisters. Heaps of rib-tickling rhymes to send you poetry potty’

Funky Chickens by Benjamin Zephaniah

Silly Verse for kids by Spike Milligan

Poems Aloud by Joseph Coelho ‘There are tongue twisters, poems to 
project, poems to whisper, poems to make you laugh. There are poems 
to perform to a whole class and others to whisper in somebody's ear.’

Nonsense Poems by Edward Lear and Antonina Novarese

When We Were Very Young by A.A.Milne; also Now We Are Six – old 
favourites like ‘The King’s Breakfast’ and ‘King John’s Christmas’

Rhythm and Poetry by Karl Nova ‘The beauty of rap lyricism and Hip 
Hop influenced poetry is displayed with wit, humour and positivity.’

Book of Very Silly Poems by Michael Rosen

POETRY SUGGESTIONS



ACTIVITY

For adults

Pam Ayres especially the poem I wish I’d looked after me teeth

Naomi Shihab Nye especially the poem One Boy Told Me - all quotes 
from her young son

Wendy Cope especially the poem Being Boring

Ian MacMillan especially the poem For Me

Andy Seed especially the poem Grandchildren

Know the words – change the words!

Sometimes, where poems are very familiar, people have had a go at 
changing the words to parody the poem – often in amusing ways.

Here are funny versions of some poems you may know – can you guess 
the original? What were the original words? Try coming up with your own! 
Answers are at the end.

That shimmers in the evening sky

When all at once I saw a car

A pink Mercedes zooming by,

Fast in speed, and light of load,

Booming and zooming along the road.

1. I wandered lonely as a star 



2. Whose sock this is I think 
I know 
Its mate has a hole worn through the toe;

He will not see me stop folding here

To carry his sock to trash bin and throw.

My little girl must think it strange

To stop without a pile arranged.

Between the t-shirts and underwear

The rainiest afternoon of the year.

She gives her teething rattle a shake

To ask if there’s some mistake.

The only other sound’s the sweep

Of dryer cycle and downy sheet.

The laundry is warm, white and deep,

But I have multitasks to keep,

And socks to fold before I sleep,

And socks to fold before I sleep.

3. Untitled 
I must go down to the seas again,

To the lonely seas and the sky.

I left my vest and pants there,

I wonder if they’re dry?!

ACTIVITY



4. Easy! 
Humpty Dumpty

Sat on a wall

Humpty Dumpty

Had a great fall

All the King’s horses

And all the King’ men

Had scrambled egg

For breakfast again.

Have you heard any other endings to this rhyme?

A simple silly game you could play with favourite poems is just to 
change the very last word!   Here’s poet Michael Rosen playing with 
the nursery rhyme ‘Hey Diddle Diddle’:

https://youtu.be/HtcyclAuki0

ACTIVITY



Snook, the Silly Squad 
penguin, recommends!

Fun stories and picture books to share!

Some ideas for stories to read over the summer:

Going Batty  John Agard
Betsey Biggalow  Malorie Blackman
I am Perfectly Designed  Karamo Brown - Especially lovely to share 
with grandchildren
Banana Spaghetti   Ann Cameron 
Luna Loves Library Day  Joseph Coelho
The Prince and the Pea  Katie Dale 
The Pea and the Princess Mini Grey
A Cake for Gran  Damian Harvey
Cookie!  Konnie Huq
Lennie and Wilbur   Ken Wilson-Max
Kechi’s Hair Goes Every Which Way   Tola Okoguru
Frog on a Log   Kes Gray
The Day the Crayons Quit  Oliver Jeffers
This is Not My Hat  Jon Klassen
That is Not a Good Idea   Mo Willems

You’ll find many more fun books and story CDs in the library 
– and in the special Silly Squad Book Collection: 
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/silly-squad-bc-landing

BOOK SUGGESTIONS



For adults

Anita and Me by Meera Syal
Bridget Jones’ Diary by Helen Fielding
Diary of Adrian Mole Aged 13¾ by Sue Townsend 
Diary of a Nobody by George and Weedon Grossmith
Notes on a Small Island by Bill Bryson
Proud edited by Juno Dawson ‘A celebration of LGBTQ+ talent - a 
thought-provoking, funny, emotional read.’
Queenie by Candice Carty-Williams
Tall Tales and Wee Stories by Billy Connolly
The Last Black Unicorn by Tiffany Haddish

Have a look too at authors and illustrators talking here about their 
favourite books: https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/reading-club

BOOK SUGGESTIONS



Bamboozle, the Silly Squad 
bear, recommends!
Comics and cartoons!

Some comic book characters to enjoy together, in books, comics, 
DVDs and films:

Asterix
Beano characters such as Dennis and Gnasher
Beryl the Peril
Calvin and Hobbes
Casper the Friendly Ghost
DC comics characters
Dion (Raising Dion)
Donald Duck
Garfield
Marvel comics characters such as the Avengers
Mickey Mouse
Peanuts characters
Sponge Bob Square Pants
The Flintstones
The Simpsons
Tintin
Winnie the Pooh
Yogi Bear

Talk about your favourite characters – what do you like about them?

Talk about ‘reading’ the pictures in comics and graphic novels – do 
you think that pictures can tell you as much about what’s happening 
as words can?

Choose one frame in a comic and describe what’s happening in words 
– see how many words you might need for just one frame…

Take a look at The Phoenix comic together on the Silly Squad website
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/competition/the-phoenix-2020

COM
IC BOOK CHARACTERS



Make a comic book together

Create your own comic books!  Think up some characters – they could 
be people, animals, or out of this world!  

Or your story could be about your family or friends and something 
funny that they’ve done, or that’s happened to them.  Use speech 
bubbles to write in what your characters are saying.

Here’s a frame to get you going:

Title:                                                                Author:

COM
IC BOOK ACTIVITY



Speech bubble activity

In magazines and newspapers find pictures of people and stick 
speech bubbles onto the picture. Get everyone to come up with 
their ideas for what the people in the pictures might be saying – or 
thinking?! Try to think of some silly suggestions.

What might these girls and this family be saying to each other?

ACTIVITY



Songs to share

Think of any funny, silly songs you know, and teach them to each other.

Edward Lear’s The Owl and the Pussy Cat is a great favourite:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yz5NJI0m3eU

Listen to these animal songs by Michael Flanders and Donald Swann:

The Gnu Song  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OPgo6s1lBbw

The Hippopotamus Song  (Mud, Mud, Glorious Mud)    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1QW85kfakJc

Would you rather…?!   

This can give you some hilarious imaginings!  
Have a look at the picture book Would You Rather... by 
John Burningham.

Ask each other the silliest ‘would you rathers’ that you 
can think of!

How about:

Would you rather kiss a frog or stroke a tarantula?

Would you rather have the top half of a human and the bottom half of 
a cat – or the other way around?

Two collections here of wacky choices!

The Bumper Book of Would You Rather? by Joe Kerr
Would You Rather? Game Book for Kids by Jenny Moore

More activities
M

ORE ACTIVITIES



Silly Creatures Consequences   

A game for 2 or more people.

1. First you need some big sheets of paper.

2. Then draw a head for the creature on the top section – be as 
imaginative as you like, it can be a real animal or a weird and 
silly creature or monster.

3. Fold the head back so you can’t see it and move on to the next 
section of your paper. Pass it round.  

4. Then draw a crazy body for your creature – don’t forget the arms, 
however many! 

5. Then fold this back, and pass round as before. 

6. Next up is legs – and then on the fourth section – feet, claws, 
paws or talons – whatever you imagine!

Always make sure you’re drawing on the same side of the paper – so 
that when you unfold for the big reveal you have your amazing silly 
creatures!

ACTIVITY



True or False! Activity    

Use your photographs for a fun activity, similar to the BBC programme 
‘Would I Lie to You?’ 

Choose a picture and tell a funny story about it - others guess whether 
it’s a true story or not!

It’s a great way to share and talk about your family photos so 
remember to share the true story behind the photo if you chose to 
make one up!

ACTIVITY



Answers

Wordsearch answers
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Answers

Funny people - Comedian Answers 

1. Jo Brand

2. Tommy Cooper

3. Ronnie Corbett and Ronnie Barker – the Two Ronnies

4. Shappi Korsandi

5. Gracie Fields

6. Bruce Forsyth

7. Dawn French and Jennifer Saunders – French and Saunders

8. Whoopi Goldberg

9. Frankie Howerd

10. Eric Morecambe and Ernie Wise – Morecambe and Wise

11. Eddie Murphy

12. Monty Python (L to R: Eric Idle, Graham Chapman, Michael 
Palin, John Cleese, Terry Jones, Terry Gilliam)

13. Lenny Henry

14. Meera Syal

15. Victoria Wood



Wacky Facts: True or False?   Answers

 
'Facts' True or false

1. If you fell into a black hole you’d 
stretch out like spaghetti!

TRUE!

2. An average yawn lasts about 30 
seconds.

FALSE: An average 

yawn only lasts about 

6 seconds.

3. Your brain is made completely of water. FALSE: Your brain is 

actually about three-

quarters water.

4. An oyster can take five years to make 
one pearl.

TRUE

5. Monkeys can go bald in old age, just as 
humans do.

TRUE

6. At least 12 rocks from Mars have 
landed on Earth.

TRUE

7. Every day is about 55 billionths of a 
second longer than the day before.

TRUE

8. Dragonflies can only see behind them. FALSE: Dragonflies 

can see in all 

directions at once.

9. When you see lightning it is travelling at 
about 227 million mph.

TRUE

10. Crocodiles often eat rocks. TRUE

11. Pigs can get sunburned. TRUE

12. Frogs drink through their noses. FALSE: Frogs 
actually drink 
through their skin.

13. A tiger’s skin is striped, just like the 
stripes of its fur.

TRUE

Answers



'Facts' True or false

14. Maggots breathe through their bottoms! TRUE: It means 
they don’t have to 
come up for air when 
they’re feeding.

15. Your ears will keep on growing right 
through your life.

TRUE: So does your 
nose!

16. Dwarf elephants, about 1 metre high, 
once roamed on Mediterranean islands.

TRUE: These 
elephants became 
smaller on the 
islands as they 
had less space 
and resources, and 
smaller creatures to 
defend themselves 
against.

17. You share your birthday with at least 9 
million other people in the world.

TRUE

18. If a crab’s leg gets broken off, it can 
grow a new one.

TRUE

19. Bats have powerful eyesight and can 
see things a mile away.

FALSE: Remember 
the saying ‘blind as 
a bat’! They ‘see’ 
by echo-location, 
making high-pitched 
sounds which 
bounce off things 
and give a ‘sound-
picture’.

20. The average 4 year old asks over 400 
questions a day

TRUE!



Poetry parodies - Answers

1. I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud (Daffodils)   William Wordworth

2. Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening     Robert Frost

3. Sea Fever   John Masefield

Answers



Reading Friends is a nationwide programme developed by The Reading 
Agency with funding from the National Lottery Community Fund. 
The programme connects people experiencing loneliness by starting 
conversations through reading. Reading Friends is delivered in 
partnership with organisations across the UK.

 readingfriends.org.uk 
 @readingfriends_

The Reading Agency is a national charity that tackles life’s big 
challenges through the proven power of reading. We work closely 
with partners to develop programmes for people of all ages and 
backgrounds. The Reading Agency is funded by Arts Council England.

 readingagency.org.uk
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