
On Dordogne Mysteries series: 
 
1) Martin Walker has said in interviews that for him the Périgord
region  itself is one of the characters in his novels, with its own
distinct prehistory, history and culture. Do you get that sense of the
region from the books?
 
2) How important is the food, Bruno's cooking and his vegetable
garden to your enjoyment of these books?
 
3) How important  to your enjoyment of these books are Bruno's
relationships with his basset hound, Balzac, and his horse, Hector?
 
 
On The Body in the Castle Well (Book 12):
 
1)  Does Claudia bring this murder upon herself?
 
2) Could Bruno's style of policing work in a big city?
 
3) Is Laurent right to refuse to name his hawk, saying no real
relationship is possible with such a bird?
 
4) How important is history to this novel? 
 
5) How would you describe Bruno's attitude to women? 
 
6) Would you like Bruno to cook you a meal?
 
7) Is it a surprise to learn that Josephine Baker is so highly regarded
in France?

Martin Walker
Reading Group questions



On A Shooting at Chateau Rock (Book 13):
 
1) What is the difference between the two roles of music in this
novel, rock music and classical?
 
2) Why cannot Bruno forget Isabelle and strike out anew?
 
3) Current demographics imply a massive growth in care homes for
the elderly, as this novel suggests. Does this make sense, or were
previous generations wise to prefer that the elderly should live with
their own children?
 
4) Will Bruno ever be able to settle down with a new woman and
raise the family he craves to have?
 
5) This novel includes  Russians, Ukrainians, Brits, a Canadian - is
this the new Europe that emerged after the Cold War?
 
6) Why are Bruno's dog and his horse so important to him? What do
they add to your sense of his character?
 
7) What do you think you learn about France from this novel?
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