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The Summer Reading Challenge, presented by The Reading Agency and 

funded by Arts Council England, encourages children aged 4 to 11 to set 

themselves a reading challenge to help prevent the summer reading ‘dip’. 

For the Summer Reading Challenge 2020, we are asking everyone to get 

silly. The theme for the Challenge is “Silly Squad”- a celebration of funny 

books, happiness and laughter, featuring bespoke artwork from award-

winning children's author and illustrator, Laura Ellen Anderson.   

Here are some suggestions how you could join in with the fun in your 

schools: 

• Create a piece of class artwork with all children creating a piece of 

art of themselves doing something silly like our Silly Squad! You can 

access various assets to help promote the challenge from this 

Dropbox 

• Tell your favourite jokes! Maybe the school staff share their 

favourite joke and the children could vote on their favourite 

• Read an extract from your favourite funny book or hilarious poem to 

your class or on social media. You can find out information about 

this in our Teachers’ Toolkit saved in the Dropbox 

• Host a read-along with your class where they all stop at the same 

time to read a book  

• Show the Silly Squad School Assembly PowerPoint to your class or 

school saved in the Dropbox 

• Direct children to the Book Sorter on the Summer Reading 

Challenge website. Nearly a million books have been added by 

children on the Book Sorter so they can find out what books 

children have recommended and use the sorter to receive a their 

own recommendation 
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• Share The Silly Squad book collection composite image and take a 

poll to see which of the books the children would most like to read 

when back in school. The book collection comprises a selection of 

must-have reads for children aged 4-11  

• Use the book collection, that has been specially picked by children, 

librarians and industry experts, and let the children pick a book 

cover that they could recreate  

• Watch the featured author videos from our reading club and then let 

children pick one author they would like research and create an 

author study  

• Play games together on the Summer Reading Challenge website. 

Set a project where the children could design a game with our Silly 

Squad theme  

• Visit our School Zone on the Summer Reading Challenge website 

from to find downloadable activities and ideas to use with your 

school throughout the Challenge. These will be updated regularly 

• Check out the Summer Reading Challenge Facebook page. We had 

our launch on the 5 June and there are lots of videos from guest 

celebrities and authors you may like to share with your class 

We would love if you could join in and share the Challenge with your 

children to get them excited about taking part. The Summer Reading 

Challenge website is to access and a place children can rate and review 

their books and work towards their reading goal. It also features video 

content, games, quizzes and digital and downloadable activities to 

incentivise and encourage children and their families to take part in the 

Challenge at home. 

If you would like more information about the Summer Reading Challenge 

please email summerreadingchallenge@readingagency.org.uk  
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