
Reading Notes 
and Activities



Meet the Dinoteks:      part robot, 
part dinosaur - totally awesome.  

An illustrated chapter book series featuring 
schoolboy hero Marlin Maxton and his new friends the 
Dinoteks – a wonderful combination of antique metal 

models and prehistoric animals, 

The Dinoteks by NS Blackman is a beautifully illustrated chapter book for 
young readers and an excellent read aloud story for families and teachers to 
share.  It is proven to encourage reading for pleasure in both reluctant and 
enthusiastic readers.  

The story features antique museum dinosaur models that come to life and 
befriend Marlin Maxton - together they embark on some amazing adventures.

The Dinoteks can be ordered online or from your local bookshop

This activities booklet includes many fun Dinotek projects - in a classroom 
setting teachers will probably prefer to use the more formal       
Curriculum Resources version, which can be downloaded here.     

In this activities pack you'll find lots of fun Dinotek activities, including the 
famous "Dinotek Spotting Guide" - great for when you're out on a walk!  
There are also colouring sheets, and a wordsearch and The DInoteks is great 
inspiration to write your own dinosaur mystery story.

http://www.dinosaurbooks.co.uk/assets/secret-dinosaur%2c-ks1-activity-projects-feb17(1).pdf
http://www.dinosaurbooks.co.uk/teacher-resources-and-author-visits.html
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/0992752507/ref=bseries_primary_1_0992752507


Dinoteks Club 
colouring projects

(c) 2015 Dinosaur Books Ltd

Steg likes to go his own way. 
When the Dinoteks
escape from the Museum he leads 
the way out - but later he 
discovers that it’s not always a 
good idea to go wandering off...

Best colours to use

Leaving the Museum -
Steg leads the way!

Drawn by: N.S.Blackman      Coloured by: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _



Dinoteks Club 
colouring projects

(c) 2015 Dinosaur Books Ltd

Dacky often feels as if he is the odd one 
out among the Dinoteks. For a start, original 
Pterosaurs weren’t even dinosaurs, they were 

himself; Pterosaurs are famous for their skill 
in the air and their excellent eyesight, so he 
tells his friends whenever there’s a chance!

Best colours to use

Follow the Pterosaur!
Drawn by: N.S.Blackman      Coloured by: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _



The Dinoteks 
colouring projects

(c) 2015 Dinosaur Books Ltd

The two Troodons are very brave, especially 
when Flame and Marlin are close behind them. 
In this picture they all set out together on a 
mission to rescue one of their friends.
But as they walk along beside the sea, who 

Best colours to use

The rescue party
Drawn by: N.S.Blackman      Coloured by: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _



Plan your own 
dinosaur mystery story!

Imagine that one 
morning you 
discover some 
strange tracks in the 
grass. 

You think they look like 
dinosaur footprints, but 
nobody believes you.

Write a story to tell what 
happens next...

Some ideas to think about for your story...

Where would be a good place to find a secret dinosaur?
Describe the creature - what does it look like?
Is the creature fierce or friendly?
Does it need your help... or is it dangerous?
You decide!

Text and illustrations ©N.S.Blackman 2016



My dinosaur 
mystery story plan!



Find Dinotek clues 
where you live...

Metal fences
twisted or 
broken

Cracked or
damaged
paving stones

Damaged trees,
and fallen branches

        Fences 
     leaning over

Footprints
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Make a list of the
things you find - 
including the date
and time.

You can also
draw sketches like this 
to show what you think might 
have caused any damage
you discover... H
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Make your own 
Secret Dinosaur 
Clues Notebook by 
folding this sheet 
alongthe dotted line.
There are lots of clues to 
look for...

Sometimes pieces
of Dinotek fall off!
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Design your own Dinotek!
Can you invent a new Dinotek? 

First choose any good dinosaur picture to 
copy. This will help you get
the basic shape right.

Now, to make a 
Dinotek version 
add metal plates, 
rivets, nuts and 
bolts for a great 
mechanical look.

Some drawing tips from 
N.S.Blackman...
There are many different 
ways to draw - just choose a 
style that you enjoy.
- It’s fun to do very quick
sketches and not worry about
making mistakes.
- Or you can work slowly and
put in lots of details.

Most important of all, have fun and develop your own style - 
don't worry about how it compares with others.  Whatever 
style you like doing one thing is always true... the more often 
you draw, the better you’ll get!

You can also add notes to 
your design drawings



Text and illustrations ©N.S.Blackman 2015

Find the words and follow the trail....



Wordsearch answers
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