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ABOUT THE BOOK
Beverly Tapinski has run away from home plenty of
times, but that was when she was just a kid. By now,
she figures, it’s not running away; it’s leaving.
Determined to make it on her own, Beverly finds
a job and a place to live and tries to forget about
her dog, Buddy, now buried underneath the
orange trees back home; her friend Raymie, whom
she left without a word; and her mum, Rhonda,
who has never cared about anyone but herself.
Beverly doesn’t want to depend on anyone, and
she definitely doesn’t want anyone to depend on
her. But despite her best efforts, she can’t help
forming connections with the people around her
– and gradually, she learns to see herself through
their eyes.
In a touching, funny, and fearless conclusion
to her sequence of novels about the beloved
Three Rancheros, #1 New York Times bestselling author Kate DiCamillo tells the story of
a character who will break your heart and put it
back together again.
Hardback • 9781406390704 • £10.99
Also available as an e-book

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Kate DiCamillo’s writing journey has been a truly remarkable one. She grew up in
Florida and moved to Minnesota in her twenties, when homesickness and a bitter
winter led her to write Because of Winn-Dixie – her first published novel, which
became a runaway bestseller and snapped up a Newbery Honor. In 2016, she
published her most autobiographical novel to date, Raymie Nightingale, which
was a National Book Award finalist. And then, for the first time ever, she returned
to the world of a previous novel in Louisiana’s Way Home to tell us more about
a character that her fans already knew and loved. That novel garnered seven
starred reviews and was, like its predecessor, a #1 New York Times bestseller.
And now Kate DiCamillo returns once more to complete the Three Rancheros’
stories by writing a book about tough-as-nails Beverly Tapinski.
Kate DiCamillo’s books’ themes of hope and belief amid impossible circumstances
and their messages of shared humanity and connectedness have resonated with
readers of all ages around the world.
Born in Philadelphia but raised in the South, Kate DiCamillo now lives in Minneapolis.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Beverly’s first impressions of the town are
quite different from how she feels about it by
the end. What were your first impressions of
the town? How did these impressions change
by the end of the book?
2. Why do you think Beverly is so afraid of
staying with Iola? What does this fear of
acceptance show us about Beverly’s past?
3. When we first meet Jerome, he is described
as looking like “a wolf in a cartoon” (page 85).
How does he live up to this allusion? How was
this statement foreshadowing for an event
later in the book?
4. When a customer pinches Beverly’s butt at
work, Freddie says, “If you don’t complain
about him, he tips more” (page 83). What
does this one quick scene in the book tell the
reader about Freddie? What does it indicate
about the environment Beverly is working in?
5. Iola automatically says she knows and
understands Beverly and even stands up to
her family about Beverly. Do you believe that
you can know someone deep down without
knowing them for a long time?
6. Nod accepted Beverly right from the beginning.
Based on what you know about Nod and his
distaste for most humans, what does this
tell us about Beverly? Do you think Nod’s
acceptance helped Iola decide that Beverly
was safe to have stay with her?
7. Mr. Larksong says he likes “anybody who
doesn’t claim to know the answers” (page
109). What does admitting you don’t know
the answers say about you as a person?
8. When Nod leaps onto the top of the
refrigerator and stares at the wall, what
do you think he is looking at?

9. Chapter fifteen is a turning point for Beverly.
What changed for her? How does it affect her
behaviour?
10. Why does Elmer feel pressure to become an
engineer if he loves poetry and art?
11. Beverly and Elmer both helped the little girl
who wanted to ride the horse in the front of
the store. Why do you think they helped her?
What does it tell you about their characters?
12. When Doris and Charles start their strike,
Freddie refuses to stand up for what is right.
In doing this, she represents those who have
refused to stand up to injustice in the past.
Consider different time periods, such as the
Civil War, World War II, and the civil rights
movement; who might Freddie represent in
each of these times?
13. Freddie focuses on the importance of having
a dream. Everyone should have a dream and
goal they are reaching for, but what are the
dangers of having only one dream or one way
into the future?
14. What does Beverly, Right Here teach us about
finding true happiness?
15. Throughout the book, Beverly’s tone could
easily be defined as either sarcastic or
sincere. Find different quotes of Beverly’s and
discuss whether she is being sarcastic
or sincere.
16. How did Jerome’s bullying in the past shape
Elmer’s present? Who gives power to bullies?
17. Iola lives by her own set of rules, and she
generally trusts others until they give her a
reason not to. How does this outlook on life
affect her happiness?
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CONNECTING TO THE SETTING
In the first chapter, before the year is revealed, there are clues to when the story takes place. Have your students
look through the chapter to find the hints that show the reader that it was 1979. Create a list of these clues as
a class.
This same activity can be done for the story’s location. There are two direct references to Florida and many
allusions to it. Have your students find these clues that help to formulate the setting and create a list as a class.
Many things throughout the book show that it isn’t set in the present day. Have students get into pairs and pick
a section of the book that would be different if it took place in contemporary times. Have them rewrite the section
for the present day.
Extension: Have students analyze the author’s choice to set the book in 1979 in Florida. How does this setting
impact the story? Have students answer in a written response with text evidence or have a discussion as a class.

SYMBOLISM
The following four symbols represent Beverly’s transformation throughout the novel. Assign each student
a symbol and have them analyse the section(s) of the book containing their symbol. They should come up
with a written analysis of what they believe it means where it appears in the novel, specifically in relation to
Beverly. Then, as a class, complete the symbols graphic organizer.
• the bird building its nest in the VFW sign (pages 70+)
• the metal ride-on horse (pages 89+)
• the bird returning to its nest (page 208)
• the seagull that does not enter the kitchen while Beverly does (page 249)
Basic example and answer key for the graphic organizer:

Page

Symbol

70+

the bird building its nest in

Home can be found in

Beverly is searching for her

the VFW sign

unusual places.

home.

the metal ride-on horse

Understanding that it goes

Beverly is only a child, but

nowhere symbolizes the

she has endured a lot. She

end of childhood.

has to find the joy of the

89+

Analysis

Relation to Beverly’s Story

ride-on horse again.
208

249

the bird returning to its

The bird represents Beverly

nest

going home.

the seagull that does not

The seagull is an observer,

Beverly has found

enter the kitchen while

but Beverly finally feels like

herself and her home.

Beverly does

a participant.

Beverly is ready to leave.

Extension: Ask students why they think the author often uses a bird to symbolize Beverly throughout the book.
Extension: Ask students if there are any other symbols in the book.
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WHO ARE YOU?
When Iola’s son asks who Beverly is (pages 229–232), Beverly thinks about the answer to his question in a few
paragraphs that define her first literally and then figuratively.
Using this text as a mentor text, have your students create their own narrative answering the question “Who
are you?” If students are struggling, start with asking them questions like What do you look like? What is your
most prized possession? How would others describe you? What is your deepest hope? Have them quickly jot down
answers, then use this prewriting to write their narrative.

ART AND POETRY
Appreciation for art and poetry are part of Beverly’s story. Have your students consider these examples more deeply
to see the role they play.
ART
The art that Elmer loves is there for Beverly when she needs it. Read the descriptions of each piece of artwork out
loud for the class: Annunciation (pages 94, 96–97, and 113), The Song of the Lark (pages 105–110), and Nighthawks
(page 137). Have students close their eyes and visualize each painting, then take notes about them and how they
are described. While Kate DiCamillo invented Annunciation for this book based on many paintings of the same
subject in Italian Renaissance art, The Song of the Lark and Nighthawks are actual paintings. Show these images to
the class and discuss how the paintings look similar to or different from how they had imagined them. Then look at
images of the annunciation in Italian Renaissance art and discuss what might have inspired the painting imagined
for the story. Finally, have students write an essay about the impact each of the paintings had on Beverly’s story.
POETRY
Two of the poems quoted in Beverly, Right Here are “High Flight” by John Gillespie Magee Jr. (page 34) and “In
Flanders Fields” by John McCrae (page 204). Divide the class into two groups and assign each one of the poems.
Have them read and analyze it to determine its meaning, then make a comparison graphic organizer showing how
Beverly, Right Here and the poem connect.

Beverly, Right Here

Poem

Discussion Connections to Raymie Nightingale and Louisiana’s Way Home
1. How have the three girls’ stories been similar in their journey?
2. Each story takes place two years apart (Raymie at age ten, Louisiana at age twelve, and Beverly at age fourteen).
What do you think will be happening for the three girls two years from Beverly’s story?
3. How did each of the girls’ stories affect the others?
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MORE NOVELS BY KATE DICAMILLO

PB: 9781406373189

PB: 9781406354560

PB: 9781406360660

PB: 9781406385588

PB: 9781406360653

PB: 9781844289936

PB: 9781406357639

PB: 9781406357622

This guide was created by Kellee Moye, a middle-school reading coach and teacher from Orlando, Florida. She is the coauthor
of the blog Unleashing Readers; an author of teaching guides; a member of the 2020–2021 Schneider Family Book Award jury;
a member of NCTE, ALAN, and ALA; a member of the 2016–2018 ALAN Board of Directors; and the chair of the 2014 Amelia
Elizabeth Walden Book Award committee.

6

Walker Books Teachers’ Guide • Beverly, Right Here • www.walker.co.uk

Illustrations copyright © 2019 by Amy June Bates

