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About the book 
How do you find a killer when you’re surrounded 

by madness? 1935. As Europe prepares itself for 

a calamitous war, six homicidal lunatics – the 

so-called ‘Devil’s Six’ – are confined in a remote 

castle asylum in rural Czechoslovakia. Each patient 

has their own dark story to tell and Dr Viktor 

Kosárek, a young psychiatrist using revolutionary 

techniques, is tasked with unlocking their 

murderous secrets.  

At the same time, a terrifying killer known as 

‘Leather Apron’ is butchering victims across 

Prague. Successfully eluding capture, it would 

seem his depraved crimes are committed by the 

Devil himself. Maybe they are… and what links 

him with the insane inmates of the Castle of the 

Eagles? Only the Devil knows. And it is up to Viktor 

to find out.

About the author 
Craig Russell’s novels have been published in 25 languages and four have been made into 

major films in Germany, in one of which he has a cameo role as a detective. He has won 

the CWA Dagger in the Library and the McIlvanney Prize (for which he has been shortlisted 

another twice), and has previously been shortlisted for the CWA Golden Dagger, the Ellis Peters 

Historical Dagger, and the SNCF Prix Polar in France. A former police officer, Craig Russell is 

the only non-German to have been awarded the Polizeistern – the Hamburg Police’s Police Star. 

When not writing, Craig Russell paints, cooks and reads, but not simultaneously. He lives in 

Scotland.
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Discussion points 
• How does the historical 

castle setting add to the 

menacing feel of the story?

• The book is set in Eastern 

Europe during the Second 

World War. What role does this 

period in history play in the 

novel?

• What effect do you think 

multiple narrations had in 

telling the story? 

• Do you think this book 

could also be categorised as 

horror?

• What makes this book 

adventure writing?
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Suggested further reading 
Fatherland by Robert Harris

The Sleepwalker by Joseph Knox

One Last Gasp by Andrew C. Piazza

The Whisper Man by Alex North 

The Border by Don Winslow 
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