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About the book 
On a beach not far from the isolated settlement 

of Sydney in 1797, a fishing boat picks up three 

shipwreck survivors, distressed and terribly injured. 

They have walked hundreds of miles across a 

landscape whose features and inhabitants they 

have no way of comprehending. They have lost 

14 companions along the way. Their accounts of 

the ordeal are evasive. It is Lieutenant Joshua 

Grayling's task to investigate the story. He comes 

to realise that those 14 deaths were contrived by 

one calculating mind and, as the full horror of 

the men's journey emerges, he begins to wonder 

whether the ruthless killer poses a danger to his 

own family.

About the author 
Jock Serong is the Australian author 

of Quota, winner of the 2015 Ned 

Kelly Award for Best First Fiction; 

The Rules of Backyard Cricket, 
shortlisted for the 2017 Victorian 

Premier’s Award for Fiction, finalist 

of the 2017 MWA Edgar Awards for 

Best Paperback Original, and finalist 

of the 2017 INDIES Adult Mystery 

Book of the Year; and On the Java 
Ridge, shortlisted for the 2018 Indie 

Awards.
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Discussion points 
• Did you know anything about Australian history before reading this book? If not, 

has it inspired you to learn more?

• The book is based on the true story of the Sydney Cove wreck on Preservation 

Island. Do you enjoy reading books based on real events?

• How do the different groups of people interact with each other, in particular the 

colonial settlers and the Aboriginals?

• What makes this novel adventure writing?

• What did you think of the three main characters? Did they seem realistic?

Suggested further reading 
The Anomaly by Michael Rutger

Fled by Meg Keneally

From the Wreck by Jane Rawson

The Porpoise by Mark Haddon

Useful links
Australian Book Review – Preservation by Jock Serong 

The Sydney Morning Herald – Preservation review 

The Wilbur & Niso Smith Foundation– Q&A with Jock Serong

The Wilbur & Niso Smith Foundation
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