
thebookerprizes.com

Readers’ Guide

Lost Children 
Archive
Valeria Luiselli
4th Estate

Other novels by Valeria Luiselli
Tell Me How It Ends: An Essay in 40 Questions (2017)
The Story of My Teeth (2015)
Sidewalks (2013)
Faces in the Crowd (2012)

https://thebookerprizes.com/


#FinestFiction  #BookerPrize2019

About the author
Valeria Luiselli was born in Mexico City on 16 August 
1983. She is the author of the novels Faces in the 
Crowd and The Story of My Teeth, which won the 
2016 LA Times’ Art Seidenbaum Prize for First Fiction; 
the essay collection Sidewalks; and Tell Me How It 
Ends, an essay about the situation faced by children 
arriving at the US-Mexico border without papers. Lost 
Children Archive is her first novel written in English. 
Her previous novels were translated into English from 
Spanish. She lives in New York.

About the book
A family in New York packs the car and sets out  
on a road trip. A mother, a father, a boy and a girl, 
they head south west, to the Apacheria, the regions 
of the US which used to be Mexico. They drive for 
hours through desert and mountains. They stop at 
diners when they’re hungry and sleep in motels  
when it gets dark. 

Meanwhile, thousands of children are journeying 
north, travelling to the US border from Central 
America and Mexico. Not all of them will make  
it to the border. 

In a breathtaking feat of literary virtuosity, Lost 
Children Archive intertwines these two journeys 
to create a masterful novel full of echoes and 
reflections – a moving, powerful, urgent story about 
what it is to be human in an inhuman world.

What the judges thought 
“In this intriguing and innovative novel, a recently 
assembled family of two adults and two children 
pack up their belongings and drive from New York 
City towards Arizona. The adults’ relationship is 
clearly fraying and the children are soon bored in the 
back seat so they run away and get lost. Meanwhile 
a group of Mexican children are trying to cross the 
border into the US. Wildly imaginative, bold and 
mysterious, this novel of painful truths is also full of 
compassion, humour and love.”

Discussion points
At one point, the narrator debates on whether she 
“can or should make art with someone else’s 
suffering.” What do you think about a novel that 
describes the true experiences of migrants crossing 
into the US?

What do the boxes reveal about each family 
member, and what do these add to the narrative?
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How does the author balance the story of the 
characters’ marriage with the reality of the migrant 
children?

What impact does changing the narrative 
perspective from mother to child have?

The novel is a twist on the great American road trip, 
that forms the story of many other novels. Have you 
read any books like this, and if so, how does Lost 
Children Archive compare?

Themed reading
Jack Kerouac On the Road
Javier Zamora Unaccompanied
Francisco Cantú The Line Becomes a River
Alfredo Corchado Midnight in Mexico
Cristina Henríquez The Book of Unknown Americans
Valeria Luiselli Tell Me How It Ends: An Essay in Forty 
Questions
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