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About the book

Taking its cue from the arrest and legally enforced chemical castration of the 
mathematician Alan Turing, Murmur is the account of a man who responds 
to intolerable physical and mental stress with love, honour and a rigorous, 
unsentimental curiosity about the ways in which we perceive ourselves and the 
world.

Convicted of gross indecency with another male in 1952, Turing was sentenced 
to a regimen of punitive hormonal injection. Alec Pryor – the book’s avatar 
for Turing – is caught between fascination and horror as he becomes a new 
version of himself. The novel asks: what does great bodily change (torture) do 
to a person’s mind? The bulk of the book is a sequence of dreams and letters; 
these are bookended by extracts from a fictional journal that show a brilliant 
intellect struggling to come to terms with the effects of that change. 

About the author

Will Eaves is the author of four novels and two 
collections of poetry. He was Arts Editor of the Times 
Literary Supplement from 1995 to 2011, and now 
teaches at the University of Warwick.
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Now celebrating its 10th 
anniversary, the Wellcome Book 
Prize rewards exceptional works 
of literature that illuminate the 
many ways that health, medicine 
and illness touch our lives.



Questions and discussion points

1. The first section of the book was shortlisted for the BBC national short 
story award. Does reading this section in isolation from the rest of the 
book change anything?

2. Alec’s story reflects Alan Turing’s, after he was sentenced to hormone 
treatment. Why do you think the names have been changed? 

3. The contrast between dream and reality can be quite disorientating to 
read. Why do you think Eaves chooses not to explain what has happened 
until the end of the book?

4. What does the book show about the importance that memories play?

Suggested reading

The Absent Therapist by Will Eaves
Memories, Dreams, Reflections by Carl Jung
Alan Turing: The Enigma by Andrew Hodges
Hystopia by David Means
Fever Dream by Samanta Schweblin

Useful links

Murmur by Will Eaves review – inside the mind of Alan Turing

Will Eaves’s experimental novel Murmur attempts to delve inside the mind 
of Alan Turing

Book review: Murmur by Will Eaves

One Guided Meditation

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2018/apr/18/murmer-by-will-eaves-review-alan-turing
https://www.newstatesman.com/culture/books/2018/10/will-eaves-s-experimental-novel-murmur-attempts-delve-inside-mind-alan-turing
https://www.newstatesman.com/culture/books/2018/10/will-eaves-s-experimental-novel-murmur-attempts-delve-inside-mind-alan-turing
https://eandt.theiet.org/content/articles/2018/04/book-review-murmur-by-will-eaves/
http://review31.co.uk/article/view/561/one-guided-meditation

