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All the World’s a Stage 
 
About this pack  
 

On 27 March, theatres all over the globe will celebrate World Theatre Day in lots of different ways. We were 

inspired by all of the fun in theatres so we have created a Chatterbooks pack filled with discussion questions 

and activities inspired by books that have been adapted into theatre productions.  

In this pack, you’ll find some great suggestions for books  to explore, read and enjoy, together with 
discussion questions and fun activities based on the stories.  

This pack is brought to you by The Reading Agency and their publisher partnership Children’s Reading 

Partners.   

The Reading Agency has run Chatterbooks, the UK's largest network of children's reading groups, since 

2001. Reading for pleasure has more impact on children's success than education or social class; 

Chatterbooks groups, which are run in libraries and schools, help children develop a lifelong reading habit. 

Chatterbooks is a flexible model that can be used with children aged 4 to 12, for all different abilities and in 

targeted or mixed groups. http://readingagency.org.uk/chatterbooks/ 

Find out more at:  www.readinggroups.org/chatterbooks 

You can buy Chatterbooks packs in The Reading Agency shop: 
https://shop.readingagency.org.uk/collections/children  

You can find hundreds of free resources for children on the Chatterbooks resources page: 
https://readingagency.org.uk/resources/?programme=chat   

The Reading Agency is a national charity that tackles life's big challenges through the proven power of 

reading. We work closely with partners to develop and deliver programmes for people of all ages and 

backgrounds. The Reading Agency is funded by Arts Council England.  www.readingagency.org.uk 

The Reading Agency’s partnership programme brings publishers and literature prize coordinators into a 

closer relationship with libraries across the country to support delivery of author events, promotions and 

reading resources directly to readers. 
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The books 
Mary Poppins Up, Up and Away       Hélène Druvert 

Thames and Hudson                            978-0500651049 

This charming book takes readers on a thrilling adventure through London with the 

most amazing of all nannies, Mary Poppins, as a guide. Hélène Druvert’s intricate 

lasercuts and delicate illustrations show the city and its sights at their very best, 

and offer a wonderfully imaginative introduction both to London and to the world 

of Pamela L. Travers’ eternally popular Mary Poppins. 

 

Hélène Druvert is an illustrator, paper and textile designer. She is the author of 

Paris Up, Up and Away, Mary Poppins Up, Up and Away, New York Melody and, with her father Jean-Claude, 

Anatomy, all published by Thames & Hudson. 

Discussion  

Before reading the book, create a mind map of everything that children can think of when they hear the 

name ‘Mary Poppins’ and then another sheet for ‘London’.  

Then read the book. 

Once you have read the book to the group do the same mind map activity. 

Compare the two sets of mind maps and discuss why they remember these from the story. 

Activity  

 
In Mary Poppins Up, Up and Away, Hélène Druvert uses beautiful illustrations to show Mary Poppins’ 
journey over London’s landscape. The main colours used in the book are black and white.  
 
Read the story to your group and let them carefully look at all of the illustrations. Discuss with the group 
what they think of the illustrations, e.g. how did the author create these illustrations? Which of the pages is 
your favourite illustration? You may also want to show this short video of Hélène creating her paper cut 
illustrations: [https://youtu.be/hg5uLmj0q54] 
 
Art 
 
Give each child black paper and white chalk. The children can either copy one of the illustrations or use the 
chalk to create a piece of artwork showing a key moment in the story. 
 
To conclude the session, run a ‘tabletop gallery’ where the children leave their creations on a table. They can 
then walk around and look at each design and say one thing that they like most about each piece. The 
children can also show their parent or guardian their artwork at the end of the session or these can be put 
on display in the library. 
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The Wizard of Oz                                  L. Frank Baum and Rosie Dickins 

Usborne                                                 978-0746070536 

The classic story by L. Frank Baum, retold for children growing in their reading 

confidence and ability, sumptuously illustrated by Mauro Evangelista. When Dorothy 

is whizzed to Oz in a tornado, she lands in a place where nothing is quite as it seems. 

Can she find the Wizard, defeat the Wicked Witch of the West, and be granted her 

wish to return to Kansas? Usborne Young Reading has been developed with reading 

experts from Roehampton University. 

 

L. Frank Baum was an American author chiefly famous for his children's books, particularly The Wonderful 

Wizard of Oz and its sequels. He wrote 14 novels in the Oz series, plus 41 other novels, 83 short stories, over 

200 poems, and at least 42 scripts. 

 

Rosie Dickins grew up in England and Hong Kong. An avid reader, she always loved writing her own stories. 

After studying literature at Oxford University, art in Paris and plenty of travelling, she settled in London, 

where she now works for Usborne Publishing. She is the author of over forty fiction and non-fiction 

children's books, including award-winning art books. 

Discussion  

Three of the main themes in The Wizard of Oz are the ideas of home, friendship and family. Why are these 

things important to Dorothy?  

What parts of the story show that home, friendship and family are important to Dorothy? Are they 

important to any of the other characters? What are the similarities and differences between friendship and 

family? 

In the story an ordinary day for Dorothy suddenly turns extraordinary. Have they ever had this happen to 

them? 

Activity  

Drama – Mime 

• Read out the part of the story when Dorothy gets caught in a great storm and wakes up in Oz. Whilst 

you are doing this the children will mime the action as if they are Dorothy.  

• Get the children to get into partners. Read out the part of the story when Dorothy discovers the Tin 

Man. Whilst you are doing this the children will act as the characters. 

Drama – Hot Seating 

Write Dorothy, Scarecrow, Tin Man, the Lion and the Wicked Witch on bits of card and put these into a hat. 

Get the children to sit in a circle and call up those who would like to take part so that they can choose a card, 

which they keep secret. The rest of the group will then ask them questions to try and guess which character 

they have selected. They cannot ask what the card says. 
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The Wind in the Willows                    Kenneth Grahame 

Wordsworth Editions                          978-1840227826 

Far from fading with time, Kenneth Grahame's classic tale of fantasy has attracted a 

growing audience in each generation. Rat, Mole, Badger and the preposterous Mr 

Toad (with his ‘Poop-poop-poop’ road-hogging new motor-car), have brought delight 

to many through the years with their odd adventures on and by the river, and at the 

imposing residence of Toad Hall. 

 

Kenneth Grahame was born in Scotland in 1859. After the death of his mother he was sent to live with his 

grandparents in Berkshire and attended school in Oxford. On leaving school he worked at the Bank of 

England and also wrote articles and stories which he submitted to many publications. He married in 1899 

and had a son, Alastair. His best-known story, The Wind in the Willows, was published in 1908. 

Discussion  

The tales relate the adventures of several animal friends and neighbours in the English countryside – 

primarily Mole, Rat, Toad, and Badger.  

Discuss how the author explores friendship in the opening of the story. Mole and Rat quickly become 

friends. Why do they become friends? Can the children explain why they might get on well as characters?  

How do we see their friendship developing through the first dilemma of Mole’s accident on the boat?  

Explore the qualities of each character and how this helps us to understand their relationship as good 

friends.  

If they were a woodland creature, which character/s would they be friends with?  

Activity  

The characters in the book are given very human (anthropomorphic) characteristics. Talk about the 

differences between real animals and those in the story and why an author would give its protagonists 

identities such as these. The children can then choose a woodland creature and research it thoroughly. 

Writing  

Say that the children will be creating a piece of written work (this can be a poem, cartoon strip, etc.) where 

they will be giving their chosen creature human characteristics. They can show their creature doing 

something and can even give it a name! 
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Peter Pan                                               J.M. Barrie 

Macmillan Children’s                          978-1909621633 

J. M. Barrie's Peter Pan is a thrilling adventure for all ages – the story of the boy who 

refuses to grow up is a tale that never gets old. It follows the Darling children, Wendy, 

John and Michael, who befriend the magical Peter and are whisked away to Neverland, 

where the villainous Captain Hook and the brave Lost Boys await. With illustrations by F. 

D. Bedford, gorgeously coloured by one of Britain's leading colourists, Barbara Frith, this 

majestic Macmillan Collector's Library edition brings to life one of the world's favourite 

tales. 

J.M Barrie 1st Baronet, OM was a Scottish novelist and playwright, best remembered today as the creator of 

Peter Pan. He was born and educated in Scotland and then moved to London, where he wrote a number of 

successful novels and plays. 

Discussion  

Peter Pan was first conceived as a play staged in 1904, has inspired countless interpretations and re-

imaginings over time. Many editions of Peter Pan and Wendy have been illustrated, in order to provide 

readers with glimpses of Neverland.  

Mermaid’s Lagoon is described as: 

If you shut your eyes and are a lucky one, you may see at times a shapeless pool of lovely pale colours 

suspended in the darkness; then if you squeeze your eyes tighter, the pool begins to take shape, and the 

colours become so vivid that with another squeeze they must go on fire. But just before they go on fire you 

see the lagoon. This is the nearest you ever get to it on the mainland, just one heavenly moment; if there 

could be two moments you might see the surf and hear the mermaid’s singing. 

If you were to each draw Mermaid’s Lagoon from this description, do you think your images would all look 

the same?  

After reading the whole book what does your vision of Neverland look like? 

What would cause Peter Pan to want to stay in Neverland forever? Would you want to stay there for the rest 

of your life? 

Activity  

 
Drama – reading script 

 
There is a free script of Peter Pan available to download from TES: [https://www.tes.com/teaching-
resource/peter-pan-the-play-pack-11094715]  

 
This can be edited depending on the number in your group and they can enjoy performing parts of the story. 
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War Horse                                             Michael Morpurgo 

Egmont                                                  978-1405226660 

In the deadly chaos of the First World War, one horse witnesses the reality of battle 

from both sides of the trenches. Bombarded by artillery, with bullets knocking riders 

from his back, Joey tells a powerful story of the truest friendships surviving in terrible 

times. One horse has the seen the best and the worst of humanity. The power of war 

and the beauty of peace. This is his story. 

 

Michael Morpurgo is one of Britain's best-loved writers for children and has won many 

prizes, including the Smarties Prize, The Writers Guild Award and the Blue Peter Book Award for his recent 

novel, Private Peaceful, which has also had two successful runs as a play devised by Bristol Old Vic. From 

2003 to 2005 he was the Children's Laureate, a role which took him all over the UK to promote literacy and 

reading, and in 2005 he was named the Booksellers Association Author of the Year. 

Discussion  

Read chapter one to the group. Ask the group to discuss the point of view in the novel by asking these 

questions: Who do you think is telling the story? How do you know this? What other characters have you 

met so far? What have you learned about them?  

What other books have they read that have animals as main characters? Examples include Charlotte’s Web, 

Call of the Wild, and Black Beauty. As a group compare one of the books with War Horse. 

Activity  

 
Introduce students to the historical setting of the book. World War I began in 1914 and ended in 1918 so 

was around one hundred years ago. What did the group learn about this era from the book? What would it 

have been like to be a child during this time? 

 

Before the war, horses had been a major part of warfare, carrying soldiers in cavalry charges against the 

enemy. However, by WWI the use of machine guns made the use of cavalry troops ineffective. Horses were 

still used for logistical support during the war because they traveled through deep mud and rough terrain 

better than the mechanized vehicles of the time. Joey, the horse of this novel, was one of those war horses. 

 
History – research 
 
Using books and the computers in the library, get the children to research the ‘war horses’ in World War I. 

Say that they need to find at least three interesting facts about either World War I, the war horses or just 

horses in general which they will then feed back to the group.  
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The Sherlock Holmes Book               David Stuart Davies and Barry Forshaw 
DK books                                               978-0241205914 

The Sherlock Holmes Book chronicles every case of the world's greatest detective 

and his assistant Dr Watson. The game is afoot and now you can discover every 

detail of Sherlock Holmes' world. From the first novel A Study in Scarlet, through to 

the masterpiece that is The Hound of the Baskervilles and the detective's last story, 

The Adventure of Shoscombe Old Place, The Sherlock Holmes Book explores every 

facet of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's most memorable creation. Discover how Holmes 

reaches his conclusions through deductive reasoning, plus in-depth biographies of key characters, from 

Holmes and Watson themselves to Inspector Lestrade, Mrs Hudson, and the detective's arch-enemy 

Professor Moriarty. 

 

David Stuart Davies is the author of seventeen novels, numerous non-fiction works and is a film historian 

and expert on Arthur Conan Doyle's Sherlock Holmes. He is a member of the national committee of the 

Crime Writers’ Association and has edited Red Herrings, their monthly publication, since 1999. 

Barry Forshaw is one of the UK’s leading experts on crime fiction and film. Books include Crime Fiction: A 

Reader’s Guide, Nordic Noir, Italian Cinema, American Noir and British Crime Film. Other work: Sex and Film, 

British Gothic Cinema, Euro Noir, Historical Noir, BFI War of the Worlds and the Keating Award-winners 

British Crime Writing Encyclopedia and Brit Noir. He writes for various newspapers, contributes Blu-ray 

extras, broadcasts, chairs events and edits Crime time. 

Discussion  

The Sherlock Holmes Book is packed with witty illustrations, clear graphics, and memorable quotes that 

make it a great Sherlock Holmes guide.  

Did the group know much about this famous fictional detective before reading the book? Where had they 

got this information from?  

A Study in Scarlet was the first Sherlock Holmes book written by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and was published in 

1888. Why do they think that people still enjoy reading these stories in 2019?  

Detective work has changed massively since 1888 due to the developments in technology and our modern 

way of life. How do they think that Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson would cope with police work in this era?  

Do they think it would be easier to be a detective in 1888 or in 2019? 

Activity  

 
Telegrams 

 
A telegram was a way of sending short messages before text messaging and email. This was how messages 

tended to be sent (not including letters) during Sherlock Holmes’ era. The person would write their message 
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on a form and it would be sent as a signal along telegraph wires in code by a telegrapher. The message 

would be written down and then taken to the person it was for.  

 

Anne Chapman from Bignold Primary School has created a fantastic set of activities based upon Telegrams 

and Sherlock Holmes’ stories. You can access these for free here: 

[http://www.scrambledmessages.ac.uk/teach/telegrams/]  

 
More All the World’s a Stage activity ideas 
 
Icebreaker activity: Musicals 
 
Tell the group that a lot of books which have been adapted into theatre productions are now musicals (e.g. 

Les Misérables, Matilda and Wicked). In musicals, part of the story is shown through songs and this can help 

us understand how characters are feeling in a particular moment. 

 

You may want to share some lyrics or play some of these songs and ask the group if they can tell what story 

the songs may be from. 

 

Make your own musical instruments! 

To build on the icebreaker activity, the children can create their own musical instruments and then make a 

song about one of the stories they have read as a group. 

 

Below are some ideas of musical instruments the group can make but please take care if using glass or 

potentially sharp objects: 

• Glass jars containing lentils and pulses.  Seal the tops with screw top/clip-on lids or paper/polythene 

jam pot covers 

• Wooden spoons and saucepans 

• Wooden spoon with grater or ridged tin can 

• Bottles/glass jars containing different levels of water to give different notes, and wooden spoon 

• Rubber bands stretched round shallow cardboard boxes – see this pin on Pinterest: 

[https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/116319602851239590/]. 

 
Who Am I? 
 
On separate bits of paper write down a character from books which have been made into theatre 
productions – e.g. Willy Wonka, Tinkerbell, Cinderella, Huckleberry Finn – and each child holds theirs against 
their forehead (without looking).  
 



 

10 | P a g e  
 

Each person gets a chance to ask a question to help them guess what is written on their paper, but this can 
only have a yes or no answer.  
 
You may want to demonstrate how the game works by having a go first and asking the group the questions. 
 
William Shakespeare    
 

William Shakespeare was an English poet and playwright, who is often described as 

the greatest writer in the English language. His surviving works, including some 

collaborations, consist of 38 plays, 154 sonnets, two long narrative poems, and several 

other poems.  

 

His plays have been translated into every major living language and are performed 

more often than those of any other playwright. 
 

 
Scrambled! Shakespeare plays and characters 
 
Here are the names of some Shakespeare characters and plays which have been all scrambled up – can the 
group unscramble them? 
 

MOORE TUJILE              MEBCHAT KRIANGLE TOTOMB            SWANTAILTREE 
 

TEMPTSHEET  LEAPACTOR   JUSAIRCLAUSE        OILYAUKITES         THEMAL 
 
 
(If you need some help, here are the names you’re looking for! 

 
THE TEMPEST               MACBETH            HAMLET            KING LEAR          BOTTOM         ROMEO 

 
A WINTERS TALE    JULIUS CAESAR    AS YOU LIKE IT   CLEOPATRA    JULIET 

 
Talk about some of these plays and characters. Who knows any of them?   
Have you seen any of the plays? 
 
London theatres in Shakespeare’s day 
 
Find out about theatres in London in Shakespeare’s day, especially the Globe Theatre, where many of his 

plays were performed. There were other theatres called the Rose, the Curtain, and the Fortune. 

 

Here is an excerpt from The Boy and the Globe by Tony Bradman, which is describing the Rose theatre: 

 

…as with The Globe, The Rose’s top gallery was roofed with thatch, but the main 

circular section of the building was open to the sky. Soft morning light poured down 

from above, revealing the interior in all its glory. The galleries had been freshly 

painted, the space in front of the stage had been swept and cleaned, and the stage 

itself had been completely re-built. The pillars on either side of the stage were covered 

in patterns of gold and red, and at the rear was a brightly coloured back-cloth showing a street scene. In 

front of it was a large wooden chest, the kind that was used to store costumes at The Globe. 
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Imagine you have just been to the Globe theatre to see a Shakespeare play – perhaps Romeo and Juliet or A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream – or the Scottish play Macbeth. You paid one penny entrance fee to stand in the 

yard in the centre of the theatre to watch the play – it was a sunny afternoon so the play was well lit, and 

there were hundreds of people standing with you so it was rather crowded and noisy, especially when one of 

the actors forgot his lines!   

 

Or imagine you were one of the actors in the play – perhaps a boy playing a female character in the play!  

Here’s another excerpt from The Boy and the Globe: 

 

Will led Toby up onto the stage and through one of the curtained doors into the space behind it, a large room 

packed with the players who had just performed Macbeth. It was strange for Toby to see them changing out 

of their costumes now, especially the witches, who turned out to have been played by boys not much older 

than him. Up close he could see how they’d painted their faces to make their cheeks look sunken and 

wizened, and how the long black wigs they wore made them look like women.  

 

Write a letter to a friend, or a diary entry, describing your afternoon at the play. 

 

Here are more books that were adapted into theatre productions 
 

 

Author Title Publisher ISBN 

Picture books    

Quentin Blake & John 
Yeoman 

The Fabulous Foskett 
Family Circus 

Andersen Press 978-1849395649 

Margery Williams and 
Sarah Massini 

The Velveteen Rabbit Nosy Crow 978-0857636966 

Julia Donaldson and 
Axel Scheffler 

The Gruffalo Macmillan Children’s 978-1509894130 

Tom Fletcher and 
Shane Devries 

The Christmasaurus  Puffin 978-0141373348 

Judith Kerr 
The Tiger Who Came to 
Tea 

Harper Collins 978-0007215997 
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Middle grade    

T.S. Eliot and Axel 
Scheffler 

Old Possum's Book of 
Practical Cats 

Faber and Faber 978-0571252480 

E. Nesbit The Railway Children Faber and Faber 978-0571331130 

Noel Streatfeild Ballet Shoes Puffin 978-0141359809 

J.K. Rowling, John 
Tiffany and Jack 
Thorne 

Harry Potter and the 
Cursed Child, Parts One 
and Two 

Sphere 978-0751565362 

Roald Dahl and 
Quentin Blake 

Matilda Puffin 978-0141346342 

Roald Dahl and 
Quentin Blake 

James and the Giant 
Peach 

Puffin 978-0141365459 

William Shakespeare 
and Rosie Dickins 

The Tempest Usborne 978-1409506720 

DK books 
The Shakespeare Book: 
Big Ideas Simply 
Explained 

DK books 978-0241182611 

Frances Hodgson 
Burnett   

The Secret Garden Vintage Children’s Books 978-0099572954 

Van Draanen Wendelin Flipped Penguin Random House 978-0375825446 

 


