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Tall tales 

The Penelopiad                

by Margaret Atwood 

As Penelope waits for her 

husband’s return, she 

wanders the underworld. 

This is her tale: of lust, 

greed and murder.  

The Silence of the Girls       

by Pat Barker 

There was a woman at the 

heart of the Trojan war whose 

voice has been silent – until 

now. Can Briseis, queen 

turned slave survive in a 

world defined by men? 

The Bloody Chamber           

by Angela Carter 

Fantastically dark and rich 

retellings of familiar fairy 

tales and legends.   

To Kill a Kingdom                  

by Alexandra Christo 

As punishment for killing one 

of her own, Princess Lira is 

transformed into a human. 

She must deliver Prince Elian’s 

heart to the Sea Queen or 

remain a human forever. A 

dark retelling of a favourite 

fairy tale.  

Heroes                              

by Stephen Fry 

Dramatic and funny retellings 

of stories of the Ancient 

Greek heroes, showing what 

we mortals are truly capable 

of – at our worst and our very 

best. 

The Children of Jocasta                 

by Natalie Haynes 

A stunning reimagining of the 

Oedipus and Antigone stories told 

from the perspectives of the women 

the myths overlooked. 

This month, we’re bringing you myths, fairy tales 

and legends, but not as you know them. These 

retellings and adaptations of familiar stories will 

transport you to worlds near and far.  

https://readinggroups.org/books/18216267
https://readinggroups.org/books/18216267
https://readinggroups.org/books/18762090
https://readinggroups.org/books/9754002
https://readinggroups.org/books/17427661
https://readinggroups.org/books/20072607
https://readinggroups.org/books/16250221
https://readinggroups.org/books/9754002
https://readinggroups.org/books/18762090
https://readinggroups.org/books/17427661
https://readinggroups.org/books/20072607
https://readinggroups.org/books/16250221
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Circe                                  

by Madeline Miller 

In the house of Helios, a 

daughter is born. Circe is 

scorned and rejected, turning 

to mortals for companionship 

and discovering witchcraft. 

Spinning Silver                    

by Naomi Novik 

Miryem and Irina are both 

torn between deadly choices, 

led to embark on a quest that 

will take them to the limits of 

sacrifice, power and love. 

Boy, Snow, Bird              

by Helen Oyeyemi 

A retelling of Snow White, 

this is a deeply moving 

novel about an 

unbreakable bond.  

Home Fire                          

by Kamila Shamsie 

An urgent, fiercely compelling 

story of loyalties torn apart 

when love and politics collide. 

House of Names                  

by Colm Tóibín 

A story of families, secrets 

and the devastating 

consequences of a father 

sacrificing his daughter.  

The Mere Wife                             

by Maria Dahvana Headley 

Two boys, separated by the 

border of a suburb, one living 

happily, the other seen as a 

monster. When the two boys 

run off, their mothers’ lives are 

brought together.  

https://readinggroups.org/books/17319677
https://readinggroups.org/books/18797039
https://readinggroups.org/books/12078271
https://readinggroups.org/books/16989192
https://readinggroups.org/books/17470400
https://readinggroups.org/books/18797039
https://readinggroups.org/books/17319677
https://readinggroups.org/books/12078271
https://readinggroups.org/books/16989192
https://readinggroups.org/books/17470400
https://readinggroups.org/books/19760743
https://readinggroups.org/books/19760743

