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Spooky October 

The days are getting longer so here are some of our 

suggestions of books to read throughout October. With 

ghosts, crime and mystery, you won’t be able to sleep at 

night... 

Slade House                    

by David Mitchell 

Every nine years, on the 

last Saturday of October, a 

‘guest’ is summoned to 

Slade House. By why has 

that person been chosen, 

by whom and for what 

purpose?  

Melmoth                               

by Sarah Perry 

Melmoth, the loneliest being in 

the world is condemned to 

walk the Earth forever, trying 

to beguile the guilty and lure 

them away. Everyone she 

seeks out must make a choice: 

to live with what they’ve done, 

or be led into the darkness.  

The Last Days of Jack Sparks   

by Jason Arnopp 

Jack has already triggered a 

furious Twitter storm by 

mocking an exorcism he 

witnessed. But there’s a video 

of chilling footage that he 

claims not to have made, but 

was posted from his YouTube 

account.  

World War Z                              

by Max Brooks 

It began with rumours from China 

about anther pandemic, then the 

cases started to multiple. Faced 

with a future of mindless, man-

eating horror, humanity was forced 

to accept the logic of world 

government and face events that 

tested our sanity and our sense of 

reality.  

The Travelling Bag            

by Susan Hill 

From the foggy streets of 

Victorian London to the 

eerie perfection of 1950s 

suburbia, the everyday is 

invaded by the otherworldly 

in this unforgettable 

collection of ghost stories. 

Under My Skin              

by Juno Dawson 

17-year-old Sally is lured 

into a tattoo parlour and 

has sexy pin-up Molly 

Sure tattooed on her 

back. Then the voices in 

her head start and she 

begins to lose control.  

https://readinggroups.org/books/12201274
https://readinggroups.org/books/12201274
https://readinggroups.org/books/17427864
https://readinggroups.org/books/13184542
https://readinggroups.org/books/7572554
https://readinggroups.org/books/19236286
https://readinggroups.org/books/13184542
https://readinggroups.org/books/17427864
https://readinggroups.org/books/7572554
https://readinggroups.org/books/19236286
https://readinggroups.org/books/12039164
https://readinggroups.org/books/12039164
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The Corset                              

by Laura Purcell 

When Dorothea’s charitable work 

leads her to meet Ruth in 

Oakgate Prison, she is faced with 

a theory: that it is possible to kill 

with a needle and thread 

attributed to a supernatural 

power inherent in stitches.  

The Poison Artist                

by Jonathan Moore 

Caleb is an expert on pain, 

mapping the chemical traces 

that show how much agony a 

human body can endure. 

Then he is plunged into a 

nightmare where love, 

madness and murder are 

clasped in a lethal embrace.  

Frozen Charlotte                    

by Alex Bell 

Dunvegan School for Girls has 

been converted into a family 

home. Sophie comes to spend 

the summer with her cousins, 

including the girl that shouldn’t 

be there. The girl who died.  

Mr Godley’s Phantom                                    

by Mal Peet 

It’s 1945 and Martin is struggling 

to settle after the war. When an 

old comrade tells him of a position 

with an elderly man, Martin travels 

to Devon and a dark mystery 

begins.  

The Midnight Club by 

Christopher Pike 

In a hospice for the 

terminally ill, five teenagers 

make a pact that the first 

of them to die must try to 

contact the others from 

beyond the grave.  

N0S 4R2                       

by Joe Hill 

An old Silver Wraith with 

a frightening history. A 

story about one serial 

killer and his lingering, 

unfinished business. Any 

could be next.  

https://readinggroups.org/books/19236286
https://readinggroups.org/books/19236286
https://readinggroups.org/books/12021083
https://readinggroups.org/books/12069477
https://readinggroups.org/books/16856109
https://readinggroups.org/books/5049753
https://readinggroups.org/books/12069477
https://readinggroups.org/books/12021083
https://readinggroups.org/books/16856109
https://readinggroups.org/books/5049753
https://readinggroups.org/books/11914126
https://readinggroups.org/books/11914126
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The Monsters We Deserve     

by Marcus Sedgwick 

In 1816 Byron, Polidori and Mr 

and Mrs Shelley tell old ghost 

stories and imagine new ones, 

including Frankenstein. An 

author broods on the creation. 

Humankind makes monsters, 

but who really creates who? 

Beyond Black                     

by Hilary Mantel 

 Alison Hart passes on 

messages from beloved dead 

ancestors. But behind her 

smiling persona hides a 

desperate woman: she knows 

the terrors the next life holds 

but must conceal them from 

her clients.  

Affinity                                 

by Sarah Waters 

Set in and around the women’s 

prison at Milbank in the 1970s, 

Margaret Prior finds herself 

drawn to one of the more 

unlikely inmates.  

Everything’s Eventual     

by Stephen King 

A collection of short 

stories that are intense, 

eerie and instantly 

compelling.  

Coraline                                    

by Neil Gaiman 

There is something strange about 

Coraline’s new home. It’s the other 

house, the one behind the old door 

in the drawing room, where 

another mother and father are 

waiting for her to join them and 

stay. Forever.  

The Raven                      

by Edgar Allan Poe 

A narrative poem about a 

talking raven’s mysterious 

visit to a distraught lover, 

tracing the man’s slow fall 

into madness.  

https://readinggroups.org/books/18217680
https://readinggroups.org/books/18217680
https://readinggroups.org/books/5145226
https://readinggroups.org/books/8976523
https://readinggroups.org/books/4183381
https://readinggroups.org/books/4184242
https://readinggroups.org/books/4473082
https://readinggroups.org/books/8976523
https://readinggroups.org/books/5145226
https://readinggroups.org/books/4183381
https://readinggroups.org/books/4184242
https://readinggroups.org/books/4473082
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Dark Matter                         

by Michelle Paver 

In January 1937, Jack is 

desperate to change his life. 

He jumps at the chance to join 

an Arctic expedition, but one 

by one his companions are 

forced to leave. But Jack is not 

alone. Something walks there 

in the dark… 

Fledgling                             

by Octavia E. Butler 

An apparently young, 

amnesiac girl’s alarmingly 

unhuman needs and abilities 

lead her to a startling 

conclusion: she is a 

genetically modified, 53-year 

old vampire. 

White is for Witching                

by Helen Oyeyemi 

After the death of her mother, 

Miranda finds herself newly 

attuned to spirits, hungry for 

chalk, and it seems that her 

ancestors never left their 

house.   

https://readinggroups.org/books/2664545
https://readinggroups.org/books/2664545
https://readinggroups.org/books/11250345
https://readinggroups.org/books/6675332
https://readinggroups.org/books/6675332
https://readinggroups.org/books/11250345

