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If you like this…    …you might like these 
 

Washington Black by Esi Edugyan  

When two English brothers take the helm of a Barbados 

sugar plantation, Washington Black – an eleven-year-old 

field slave – finds himself selected as personal servant 

to the eccentric Christopher ‘Titch’ Wilde. A naturalist, 

explorer, scientist, inventor and abolitionist, whose 

single-minded pursuit of the perfect aerial machine 

mystifies all around him.  

After disaster strikes, they escape the island together, 

but then Titch disappears and Washington must make 

his way alone, in pursuit of the promise of freedom. 

Find out more at readinggroups.org… 

The Underground Railroad         

by Colson Whitehead 

Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in 

Georgia. All the slaves lead a hellish 

existence, but Cora has it worse than 

most; she is an outcast even among her 

fellow Africans and she is approaching 

womanhood, where it is clear even 

greater pain awaits. When Caesar, a slave 

recently arrived from Virginia, tells her 

about the Underground Railroad, they 

take the perilous decision to escape to 

the North. 

The Good Lord Bird                                           

by James McBride 

Henry Shackleford is a young slave living in 

the Kansas Territory in 1857; the region is a 

battleground between anti- and pro-slavery 

forces. When John Brown, the legendary 

abolitionist, arrives in the area, an 

argument between Brown and Henry’ s 

master quickly turns violent. Henry is 

forced to leave town with Brown, who 

believes he is a girl.  

Over the ensuing months, Henry, whom 

Brown nicknames Little Onion, conceals his 

true identity as he struggles to stay alive.  

 

The Wright Brothers                             

by David McCullough 

On a winter day in 1903, in the Outer Banks of 

North Carolina, two unknown brothers from 

Ohio changed history. But it would take the 

world some time to believe what had 

happened: the age of flight had begun, with 

the first heavier-than-air, powered machine 

carrying a pilot. 

Who were these men and how was it that 

they achieved what they did? 

Pym                                                             

by Mat Johnson 

Recently canned professor of American 

literature Chris Jaynes has just made a startling 

discovery: the manuscript of a crude slave 

narrative that confirms the reality of Edgar Allan 

Poe's strange and only novel, The Narrative of 

Arthur Gordon Pym of Nantucket.  

Determined to seek out Tsalal, the remote 

island of pure and utter blackness that Poe 

describes, Jaynes convenes an all-black crew of 

six to follow Pym's trail to the South Pole. 
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