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Orange is the New Black                  

by Piper Kerman 

Piper Kerman barely resembles the rebellious 

young woman who got mixed up with drug 

runners and delivered a suitcase of drug 

money to Europe over a decade ago. But 

when she least expects it, her reckless past 

catches up with her; convicted and sentenced 

to fifteen months at an infamous women's 

prison in Connecticut,  

From her first strip search to her final release, 

she learns to navigate this strange world. 

The Mars Room by Rachel Kushner  

Romy Hall is at the start of two consecutive life 

sentences, plus six years, at Stanville Women’s 

Correctional Facility. Outside is the world from which she 

has been permanently severed; the San Francisco of her 

youth, The Mars Room strip club where she once gave lap 

dances for a living, and her seven-year-old son, Jackson, 

now in the care of her estranged mother.  

All that’s left now are the absurdities of institutional 

living, daily acts of violence by guards and prisoners alike, 

allegiances formed over liquor brewed in socks and 

stories shared through sewage pipes. 

Find out more at readinggroups.org… 

If you like this…    …you might like these 
 

Monster: My True Story                                                   

by Aileen Wuornos and 

Christopher Berry-Dee 

Aileen Wuornos was executed in Florida, 

on 9 of October, 2002 at the age of 46.  

Convicted for the murder of six men, in a 

two-month period, Aileen claimed she 

acted in self-defence, however the 

investigation into these claims was poor 

and she later retracted her statement 

announcing to the Supreme Court, "I'm 

one who seriously hates human life and 

would kill again."  

 

Just Mercy                                                    

by Bryan Stevenson 

The US has the highest rate of incarceration in 

the world. One in every 15 people born there 

today is expected to go to prison. For black 

men this figure rises to one in 3. And Death 

Row stats are even worse.  

Bryan Stevenson grew up poor in the racially 

segregated South. One of his first defendants 

was Walter McMillian, a black man sentenced 

to die for the murder of a white woman – a 

crime he insisted he didn’t commit.  

 

Hand to Mouth                                        

by Linda Tirado 

As the haves and have-nots grow more 

separate and unequal in America, the 

working poor don't get heard from much. 

Now they have a voice--and it's forthright, 

funny, and just a little bit furious. 

 Linda Tirado tells what it's like, day after day, 

to work, eat, shop, raise kids, and keep a roof 

over your head without enough money.  
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