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Word by Word                               

by Kory Stamper 

With wit and irreverence, lexicographer 

Kory Stamper cracks open the obsessive 

world of dictionary writing, from the 

agonizing decisions about what to define 

and how to do it to the knotty questions of 

ever-changing word usage. 

Filled with fun facts and Stamper's own 

stories from the linguistic front lines, Word 

by Word is an endlessly entertaining look 

at the wonderful complexities and 

eccentricities of the English language. 

 

Everything Under by Daisy Johnson  

Words are important to Gretel, always have been. As a 

child, she lived on a canal boat with her mother, and 

together they invented a language that was just their 

own. She hasn't seen her mother since the age of sixteen, 

though – almost a lifetime ago – and those memories 

have faded. Now Gretel works as a lexicographer, which 

suits her solitary nature.  

A phone call from the hospital interrupts Gretel's 

isolation and throws her back into the past. She 

remembers the wild years spent on the river; the strange, 

lonely boy who came to stay on the boat one winter; and 

the creature in the water getting ever closer…  Find out more at readinggroups.org… 

If you like this…    …you might like these 
 

Pond                                                   

by Claire-Louise Bennett 

Feverish and forthright, Pond is an 

absorbing chronicle of the pitfalls and 

pleasures of a solitary life of an unnamed 

woman. Broken bowls, belligerent cows, 

swanky aubergines, trembling moonrises 

and horrifying sunsets, the physical world 

depicted in these stories is unsettling yet 

intimately familiar.  

Captivated by the stellar charms of 

seclusion but restless with desire, the 

woman's relationship with her 

surroundings becomes boundless and 

increasingly bewildering.  

 

How Saints Die                                            

by Carmen Marcus 

Ten years old and irrepressibly curious, Ellie 

lives with her fisherman father, Peter, on the 

wild North Yorkshire coast. It’s the 1980s and 

her mother’s breakdown is discussed only in 

whispers, with the promise ‘better by 

Christmas’ and no further explanation.  

Steering by the light of her dad’s sea-myths, her 

mum’s memories of home across the water, 

and a fierce spirit all her own, Ellie begins to 

learn – in these sudden, strange circumstances 

– who she is and what she can become.  

A Very Easy Death                                                            

by Simone de Beauvoir 

A Very Easy Death has long been considered 

one of Simone de Beauvoir's masterpieces. The 

profoundly moving, day-by-day recounting of 

her mother's death is full of compassion allied 

with acute intelligence. 

Powerful, touching, and sometimes shocking, 

this is an end-of-life account that no reader is 

likely to forget. 
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