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Hot, hot, hot! 

The Lemon Grove by Helen 

Walsh 

Each summer, Jenn and 

her husband return to 

Mallorca. This year, the 

arrival of Jenn’s 

stepdaughter and her new 

boyfriend threatens to 

upset the equilibrium. 

The Summer of Impossible 

Things by Rowan Coleman 

How far would you go to save 

the person you love? Luna is 

about to do everything she can 

to save her mother, even if it 

means sacrificing herself.  

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott 

Fitzgerald 

The story of a generation—

glitz and glamour turning 

sour, and the high life turning 

to ashes.  

The Dry                             

by Jane Harper 

In a town plagued by 

drought, tensions become 

unbearable when three 

members of one family are 

murdered.  

Idaho                              

by Emily Ruskovich 

One hot August day a family 

drives to a mountain to 

collect birch wood. But then 

something unimaginably 

shocking happens that will 

scatter the family in every 

My Sunshine Away by M. O. 

Walsh 

One day Lindy cycles home 

from school and straight into 

a trap. She is attacked 

outside her front door but no-

one sees a thing.  

When it’s hot outside, sometimes you 

need a book to match how you feel. 

Here are some of our favourite books 

that are perfect for a heatwave. 

https://readinggroups.org/books/11193771
https://readinggroups.org/books/11193771
https://readinggroups.org/books/17297220
https://readinggroups.org/books/17297220
https://readinggroups.org/books/3058693
https://readinggroups.org/books/13879572
https://readinggroups.org/books/13814114
https://readinggroups.org/books/12190759
https://readinggroups.org/books/13879572
https://readinggroups.org/books/17297220
https://readinggroups.org/books/3058693
https://readinggroups.org/books/13814114
https://readinggroups.org/books/12190759
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The Girls                        

by Emma Cline 

A coming-of-age story 

about Evie, desperate to 

escape her mundane life, 

who becomes involved 

with a group of girls who 

lead her to evil. 

Hot Milk                             

by Deborah Levy 

An exploration of the primal 

bond between mother and 

daughter as two women 

arrive on the Spanish coast.  

Instructions for a Heatwave 

by Maggie O’Farrell 

When Gretta’s husband 

disappears, her children 

return home each with 

different ideas about where 

he might have gone.  

Atonement by Ian McEwan 

Briony sees her sister strip 

off her clothes and plunge 

into a fountain, watched by 

Robbie, their childhood 

friend. By the end of the 

day, all of their lives will 

have been changed forever.  

NW by Zadie Smith 

The story of four Londoners 

after they leave their 

childhood council estate and 

move onto different lives.  

Caramelo by Sandra Cisneros 

Each year the Reyes Sons 

drive to Mexico City to visit 

their grandparents. What are 

the stories behind the family 

legends? 

https://readinggroups.org/books/17154888
https://readinggroups.org/books/17154888
https://readinggroups.org/books/14679297
https://readinggroups.org/books/3551695
https://readinggroups.org/books/11056993
https://readinggroups.org/books/9860577
https://readinggroups.org/books/3778284
https://readinggroups.org/books/3551695
https://readinggroups.org/books/14679297
https://readinggroups.org/books/11056993
https://readinggroups.org/books/9860577
https://readinggroups.org/books/3778284
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Bonjour Tristesse by Françoise 

Sagan 

The French Riviera: home to 

the Beautiful People, including 

Cécile and her father Raymond 

who are dedicated to a life of 

free love, fast cars and 

hedonistic pleasures.  

Sag Harbor by Colson 

Whitehead 

Benji is one of the only black 

kids at an elite Manhattan 

prep school, but spends his 

summers in the African-

American community of Sag 

Harbor.  

Beauty Queens                   

by Libba Bray 

The fifty contestants in the 

Miss Teen Dream Pageant 

thought they were having a 

fun trip to the beach, until 

their plane crashed on a 

desert island, leaving them 

with nothing.  

The Truth According to Us 

by Annie Barrows 

After refusing to marry the 

man her father has picked 

for her, Layla is banished to 

a remote town where she is 

convinced nothing important 

has ever happened.  

Tigers in Red Weather by Liza 

Klaussmann 

The summer that changes 

everything, an intoxicating 

cocktail of money, sex, heat, 

boredom and beauty.  

A High Wind in Jamaica by 

Richard Hughes 

On the high seas of the 

Caribbean, a family of English 

children is set loose.  

https://readinggroups.org/books/5368949
https://readinggroups.org/books/5368949
https://readinggroups.org/books/3886934
https://readinggroups.org/books/20014560
https://readinggroups.org/books/12036270
https://readinggroups.org/books/17189639
https://readinggroups.org/books/2664109
https://readinggroups.org/books/20014560
https://readinggroups.org/books/3886934
https://readinggroups.org/books/12036270
https://readinggroups.org/books/17189639
https://readinggroups.org/books/2664109
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Galápagos                            

by Kurt Vonnegut 

The human survivors of the 

nature cruise of the century 

are quietly evolving into sleek, 

furry creatures. All other forms 

of humankind have ceased to 

exist.  

Our Man in Havana              

by Graham Greene 

When a vacuum cleaner 

salesman is offered extra 

income from a mysterious 

Englishman he’s tempted. In 

return he just has to do a 

little espionage and file some 

reports.  

Tree of Smoke                    

by Denis Johnson 

The story of Skip Sands, a 

CIA spy engaged in 

operations against the Viet 

Cong, and the disasters that 

befall him.  

Cracks                              

by Sheila Kohler 

A schoolgirl disappears and 

forty years later, her 

swimming team gather for a 

reunion and long-buried 

secret is revealed.  

We Were Liars                      

by E. Lockhart 

A life of carefree luxury, of 

love and romance, of lies and 

truth.  

The Night Rainbow              

by Claire King 

Five-year-old Pea and her 

sister play alone. Their 

mother is too sad and their 

father died. Then they meet 

Claude, who everyone is 

suspicious of.  

https://readinggroups.org/books/5368949
https://readinggroups.org/books/8954105
https://readinggroups.org/books/3885776
https://readinggroups.org/books/17200463
https://readinggroups.org/books/3755213
https://readinggroups.org/books/11578899
https://readinggroups.org/books/8996417
https://readinggroups.org/books/17200463
https://readinggroups.org/books/3885776
https://readinggroups.org/books/3755213
https://readinggroups.org/books/11578899
https://readinggroups.org/books/8996417

