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Compelling, bewitching and 
irresistibly creepy 

The Silent Companions
 is an unsettling Gothic ghost 

story to send a shiver 
down the spine...

#SilentCompanions
@BloomsburyRaven

Newly married, newly widowed Elsie is sent to see out her pregnancy at her late husband’s 
crumbling country estate, The Bridge.

With her new servants resentful and the local villagers actively hostile, Elsie only has her hus-
band’s awkward cousin for company. Or so she thinks. For inside her new home lies a locked 
room and beyond its door is a two-hundred-year-old diary and a deeply unsettling painted 

wooden figure – a Silent Companion – that bears a striking resemblance to Elsie herself... 

Read by candlelight, if you dare... 

Laura Purcell worked as a bookseller before becoming a 
full-time writer. She lives in Colchester, the oldest recorded 

town in England, with her husband and pet guinea pigs. 
Her second novel for Bloomsbury, gothic chiller 

The Corset, will be published in 2018.

@spookypurcell / laurapurcell.com



Discussion Points

1.  There are a number of secrets throughout the novel: Elsie’s treatment of her 
 parents, the identity of Mrs Holt’s daughter and questions over who stole the 
 diamond necklace. Discuss whether or not the revelation of secrets does more harm  
 than good. 

2.  The novel consists of three narratives: Elsie’s thoughts at St Joseph’s Hospital, the  
 third-person account of her time at The Bridge and Anne’s diary from 1635.
 Discuss the effect of these multiple narrative voices. 

3.  Does society’s treatment of women improve as time moves on?

4.  How important is the idea of family and reputation to the characters in both 1635  
 and 1835?

5.  In The Silent Companions it seems that death is less permanent when murder is the  
 cause. Discuss how the murdered characters haunt those that are still alive. 

6.  Was there ever a possibility that the characters at The Bridge could have escaped   
 unharmed? 
  
7.  Discuss the use and significance of fire in the novel. 

8.  Ideas of love and protection seem to be behind questionable actions. Did Elsie 
 really protect Jolyon by murdering their parents? Was Jolyon protecting Elsie by   
 having her committed to St Joseph’s? 

9.  Discuss the link between pregnancy, evil and the companions.

Further Reading 
The Turn of the Screw by Henry James 

The Little Stranger by Sarah Waters
The Woman in Black by Susan Hill

The Loney by Andrew Michael Hurley
The Haunting of Hill House by Shirley Jackson 


