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About the Book

About the Author

From the bestselling author of Mr 
Toppit, a Richard & Judy Book Club 
pick, comes a riotous, darkly com-

ic story of siblings searching for the 
truth about their musician father – for 
fans of The Rosie Project, The Unlike-
ly Pilgrimage of Harold Fry and The 

Humans

#TheSongs

Iz Herzl, renowned political activist and protest singer, has always refused to 
dwell on the past. Now eighty, he sits in his house in Muswell Hill, while his 
lovers – some past, some present – dance attendance upon him. Downstairs, 
Iz’s children – teenage maths wunderkid Rose, and her dying brother Hud-

die – spend their days picking through the myths and secrecy that have always 
swirled around their unknowable father. 

But Iz can’t keep the past at bay forever. Into their lives comes Joseph: his first 
child, whom Rose and Huddie have never met. And his arrival will change 

things in ways that Rose and Huddie could never have anticipated…

Charles Elton was a director of the literary agency Curtis 
Brown before becoming an independent TV producer 
in 1991. In 2000 he joined ITV as executive producer in 

drama and left in 2010 when his bestselling first novel Mr 
Toppit, a Richard & Judy Book Club pick, was 

published. He lives in London and Somerset. The Songs 
is his second novel.



Discussion Points

1. One of the major themes of The Songs is the strength of family ties, particu-
larly between parents and children. How is this explored in the novel?

2. Iz has many failings as a father. Are there any ways in which he might be 
said to have influenced their lives for good? 

3. The real Iz Herzl – though a child – was a very different person to the 
grown up Maurice. Would the real Iz have become the same person or would 
he have been someone different?

4. How much of an effect does Huddie have on the characters in the novel? 
Are the characters affected ones you would expect to be affected?

5. Discuss how the novel approaches age. What do we expect from older peo-
ple, and how do the older characters in The Songs fulfil or defy these expecta-
tions? 

6. In Gaz’s trial, Joseph is accused of taking advantage of a vulnerable young 
man. Discuss whether Joseph can be blamed the dynamics between himself 
and Gaz, and what happens between them. 

7. Before his stroke, Iz/Maurice goes back to his old school in Godalming. 
Why do you think he does this?

8. In this novel, how much of an influence do the dead have on the living?

 

Listening 
The theme of protest and music runs throughout the book - check out our Protest Playlist of the real life 

music that inspired some of the book
Spotify: BloomsburyBooks - Protest Playlist


